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Mayor's Office, 
Buffalo, Nov. 23d, 1868. 

To the Honorable COMMON COUNCIL: 

Gentlemen: — I have the honor to transmit herewith 
the accompanying communication from a committee 
of your fellow citizens, who, with a commendable 
public spirit, invited the well-known and distinguished 
landscape architect, Frederick Law Olmsted, Esq., to 
visit the city and present his views in reference to a 
public park. 

I took the liberty on a former occasion of directing 
the attention of your honorable body to this subject, 
and to urge upon the Council the importance of ac- 
quiring at an early day the land necessary for securing 
to our people the benefits to be derived from a public 
park, proportionate to the wants of a large and steadily 
increasing population. The report of Mr. Olmsted, 
it will be seen, presents a plan which, in many of its 
features, corresponds with the suggestions then made, 
and with the ideas on this subject held, I believe, by a 
large majority of our citizens who have given the sub- 
ject attention. Its perusal, I feel confident, cannot fail 
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to impress on the public mind the vastness of the 
benefit which the city has now in its power, by prompt 
action, to secure to itself. Indeed, few cities enjoy 
equal advantages with our own of securing a large tract 
of land so well adapted to park purposes, and at com- 
paratively small cost, if the opportunity now presented 
is at once taken advantage of. 

I therefore respectfully recommend that a special 
committee of five members of the Council be appointed 
to co-operate with the citizens* committee for the pur- 
pose of securing the enactment of a law clothing the 
Council with authority to acquire, by purchase or other- 
wisej the land and property necessary to carry out the 
object in view, and to issue the bonds of the city for 
the payment and improvement of the same. 

I beg leave also to recommend that the report of 
Mr. Olmsted be printed in the minutes and referred 
to such joint committee, with instructions to report the 
result of its deliberations to the Council at an early day. 

Respectfully submitted, 

WM. F. ROGERS, Mayor. 



LETTER FROM THE CITIZENS' COMMITTEE. 
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Buffalo, Nov. i6, 1868. 
To Hon. Wm. F. Rogers, Mayor of Buffalo : 

Sir: — The undersigned, a committee appointed at a 
a meeting of citizens held at the residence of S. S. 
Jewett, Esq., on the 25th of August last, herewith 
transmit to you a communication addressed to one of 
the undersigned, by Frederick Law Olmsted, of New 
York. 

The letter of Mr. Olmsted relates to the project of 
the establishment of a park in Buffalo. This subject 
has, of late, been much discussed by the press of the 
city, and even more, we believe, in private circles. It 
was thought advisable to obtain the opinion of some 
competent landscape architect upon the various ques- 
tions involved in the enterprise, but more particularly 
to ascertain what scheme of improvement could be 
carried out within the limits of a reasonable expendi- 
ture. Mr. Olmsted was the architect-in-chief of the 
Central Park in New York; he is now engaged upon 
Prospect Park in Brooklyn, and upon similar enterprises 
in other cities. In view of his large experience, there 
was no one so likely as he to give the information which 
was desired. 
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Accordingly several gentlemen, at their own expense, 
procured Mr. Olmsted's services. He came to Buffalo 
and spent several days in a survey of the suburbs of the 
city, and his views are presented in the accompanying 
communication. 

It was the intention of the gentlemen who have in- 
terested themselves in this matter, merely to give form 
to a project which was entirely undefined, in the hope 
that they might excite a thorough discussion of the 
matter, and that the Common Council and the Legisla- 
ture might be led to take some definite action towards 
the accomplishment of a work so important to the 
citizens of Buffalo. 

We venture to request that you will transmit Mr. 
Olmsted's letter to the Honorable the Common Coun- 
cil, with such recommendations as, in your judgment, 
the present and future interests of the city may require. 
Very respectfully. 
Your servants, 

PASCAL. P. PRATT, 
S. S. JEWETT, 
RICHARD FLACH, 
JOSEPH WARREN, 
WILLIAM DORSHEIMER. 
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MR. OLMSTED'S REPORT. 
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I lo Broadway, N. Y. City, 
Oct. 1st, 1868. 

William Dorsheimer, Esq.: 

Sir: — On the 1 2th of August last you asked our ad- 
vice for a body of gentlemen who wished to present the 
main outlines of a scheme for establishing a public 
park in Buffalo to the consideration of their fellow 
citizens. We shortly afterward visited your city, 
studied its plan with you, and made a cursory examin- 
ation, under your guidance, of its immediate suburbs, 
giving special attention to three localities, the merits 
of which, for the purpose in view, we understood from 
you had been already under discussion. 

We have since gone more carefully over the ground, 
tested soils, examined maps, and obtained all the in- 
formation we could, without making a topographical 
survey of the conditions of the general problem you 
have to solve, and have subjected our first impressions 
to a close and deliberate review, the result of which we 
now propose to give to you. In doing so we shall re- 
strict our advice to such general suggestions as is prac- 
ticable for us to offer, with entire confidence, upon 
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points which need to be well considered before any 
legislative action could be properly asked for; assuming 
that all questions, except those bearing directly upon 
the general and approximate outlines of the proposed 
scheme, should be left to a body officially accountable 
to the whole body of citizens interested. 

We think it right to distinctly state the fact that if 
you, or any of the gentlemen whom you represent, 
have had any special interests, predilections, purposes 
or opinions in this matter, which it is hardly possible 
should not have been the case, they have been perfectly 
concealed from us, and that our judgment of what 
would be for the best interests of the citizens at large, 
without regard to classes or localities, has been con- 
sulted in the simplest and fairest manner possible. 

We think it necessary, first of all, to urge that your 
scheme should be comprehensively, conceived, and 
especially that features, the desirableness of which are 
most apparent, should not at the outset be made so 
important as to cause others, the possible value of 
which may seem more distant, to be neglected. 

For this purpose it should be well thought of that a 
park exercises a very different and much greater influ- 
ence upon the progress of a city in its general structure 
than any other ordinary public work, and that after the 
design for a park has been fully digested, a long series 
of years must elapse before the ends of the design will 
begin to be fully realized. 

Even in the initiatory discussions of a plan for such 
a work, therefore, it would be unwise to have in view 
merely the satisfaction of the probable demand of those 
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who will be expected to use it in the immediate future. 
If a park should prove not adapted to the requirements 
of those who are to come after us, and even of those 
who are to come after our immediate successors, the 
outlay which will be needed for it would be an extrav- 
agant one. 

This caution applies especially to questions of situa- 
tion, extent, general outlines, approaches and relations 
with other public ways and places. Minor interior 
arrangements may be adapted merely to suit immediate 
and clearly obvious requirements, as the cost of adding 
to these when found advisable will not necessarily be 
very formidable, provided the ground first secured shall 
have been of good shape, wisely located, and the gen- 
eral plan of improving it shall have been a well-balanced 
one. It is universally found, however, when this has 
not been the case, and, when a growing town has once 
begun to accommodate itself to a large park, that any 
essential modification of its outlines becomes an under- 
taking of greater difficulty than the original enterprise 
itself. 

To establish the advantages of a careful prevision, 
in this respect, we may mention that after land for the 
Central Park of New York had been acquired, but be- 
fore work had been commenced upon it, we called 
attention to the value of certain improvements which 
might be made in the park and its approaches by the 
addition of a small amount of land to that already 
secured. 

The necessary land for most of these improvements 
has since been acquired, and they baye been carried 
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out, but their cost has been increased by the neglect 
to provide for them at the outset from 800 to 2,500 
per cent., while one of the most desirable, which might 
have been adopted originally at small expenese, will 
probably never be realized on account of the occupa- 
tion of the land by important constructions, the under- 
taking of which was induced by the opening of the 
park. Prompt action on similar advice to the city of 
Brooklyn, in one case, secured land for the enlarge- 
ment of an approach at a cost of only one-fifth what it 
would have cost two years afterwards, while a delay of 
three years in securing a tract of sixty acres, foolishly 
omitted in the original purchase for a park, has cost 
that city over a million of dollars. 

Similar facts are found in the recent experience of 
London, Liverpool and Paris. Nor are they peculiar 
to very large towns. To slightly straighten the bound- 
aries, enlarge the ball grounds, widen the adjoining 
streets and amplify the approaches of the little park 
laid out nine years ago in the town of Hartford, Con- 
necticut, improvements very obviously desirable, and 
the requirement of which should have been anticipated, 
would now probably involve an expense larger than 
was necessary for the purchase of all the land included 
in the park, and several times larger than would have 
been originally necessary had the project been formed 
with a sufficiently comprehensive exercise of fore- 
thought. 

The still smaller town of Bridgeport acquired a tract 
of land for a park of seventy acres, which, less than two 
years ago, we were called upon to examine. 
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We inquired as to the practicability of making some 
change of the boundaries, and were told that the land 
had already advanced so much since the purchase for 
the park had been made that the idea could not be en- 
tertained. 

It happened, however, that upon an explanation, 
which we made to the owner of a large adjoining field 
used for agricultural purposes, of the improvement 
which could be made in the plan of the park if a slight 
addition were made to it from his property, he wisely 
but generously offered to make a free gift to the city 
of what was required; the offer was accepted, and the 
gentleman informs us that he has recently sold a part 
of the remainder of the field in question for building 
lots at more than twice the valuation he had placed 
upon it at that time, and that he considers that the 
acquisition of any land required for a modification of 
the boundaries of the park, or for an enlargement of 
the approaches to it, would now be assessed at sixteen 
times as much as it would have been originally. 

It must be observed, also, that a really fine large and 
convenient park exercises an immediate and very strik- 
ing educational influence, which soon manifests itself 
in certain changes of taste and habits, and consequently 
in the requirements of the people. 

To understand the character of these changes and 
their bearing upon the task we have in hand, it will be 
necessary to understand what a park is, or rather what 
it may be if properly designed and administered. 

The main object we set before us, in planning a park, 
is to establish conditions which will exert the most 
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healthful recreative action upon the people who are 
expected to resort to it. With the great mass such 
conditions will be of a character diverse from the ord- 
inary conditions of their lives, in the most radical de- 
gree which is consistent with ease of access, with large 
assemblages of citizens, with convenience, cheerfulness 
and good order, and with the necessities of a sound 
policy of municipal economy. 

Much must necessarily be seen in any town park 
which sustains the mental impressions of the town 
itself, as in the faces, the dresses and in the carriages 
of the people, and in the throngs in which they will at 
times here and there gather and move together. 

Inasmuch as there are these necessary limitations 
to the degree in which a decided, and at the same 
time a pleasing, contrast to the ordinary conditions of 
town life are possible to be realized in a park, and 
inasmuch as the town is constituted by the bringing 
together of artificial objects, the chief study in estab- 
lishing a park is to present nature in the most attractive 
manner which may be practicable. This is to be done 
by first choosing a site in which natural conditions, as 
opposed to town conditions, shall have every possible 
advantage, and then by adding to and improving these 
original natural conditions. If this is skillfully done, 
if the place possessing the greatest capabilities is taken, 
and nature is not overlaid, but really aided discreetly 
by art, it follows as a matter of course that in a few 
years the citizens resorting to the locality experience 
sensations to which they have before been unaccus- 
tomed, disused perceptive powers are more and more 
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exercised, dormant tastes come to life, corresponding 
habits are developed, and a new class of luxuries begins 
to be sought for, superceding, to some extent, certain 
others less favorable to health, to morality and to hap- 
piness, if not wholly wasteful and degrading. The 
demand thus established will, of course, sooner or later, 
make itself felt in several other ways besides those 
which pertain to the park. 

Before laying out a park, therefore, it is best to con- 
sider what the character of the demand which must 
thus be expected to grow up with it will be, and see if 
it cannot be anticipated with advantage. 

It is easy to determine that its character will be that 
of a liking for things which are in no way essential 
to the requirements which had led to the building of 
the town as it was before the park was called for. For 
example, the demand for convenience in getting quickly 
from places where business is done, to places where 
such rest and sustenance can be had as are necessary 
to maintain the ability to do business; and for conven- 
ience of transferring goods from shops and shipping to 
stores, obliges the obliteration of all natural objects, 
gives occasion for compact building, causes the removal 
of whatever would obstruct wheeling and walking be- 
tween buildings, and leads to the construction of solid 
and rigid pavements, and the general prevalence of 
noise, jarring and confusion. 

All these things are compatible with a great deal of 
luxury, especially with the luxury of architectural 
grandeur and elegance; but the tastes which will be 
fostered by a park will demand luxuries not only of 
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another kind, but such as cannot be associated inti- 
mately with these things — luxuries more natural, more 
healthful and more desirable to be brought within easy 
reach of the citizens. 

The park, as we have described it, must necessarily 
be large and costly; to place it in the midst of the town 
would be to make it excessively costly in the first place, 
and permanently a great obstruction to business. It 
should, then, be placed at such a distance from the 
great body of citizens, that time will necessarily be 
spent in going to and coming from it; time which will 
either be spent unpleasantly, or, at best, with reference 
to the gratification in any degree of the tastes under 
consideration, will be wasted. The demand then will 
be that means of escaping from streets bearing the 
character which inevitably attaches to the greater part 
of the compact business parts of a city, shall be put 
everywhere more nearly within reach of all the people * 
than they would be merely by the formation of a park, 
however large at some one point in the suburbs. 

For these reasons we would recommend that in your 
scheme a large park should not be the sole object in 
view, but should be regarded simply as the more im- 
portant member of a general, largely provident, fore- 
handed, comprehensive arrangement for securing re- 
freshment, recreation and health to the people. All 
of such an arrangement need not be undertaken at 
once, but the future requirements of all should be so 
far foreseen and provided for, that when the need for 
any minor part is felt to be pressing it may not be im- 
possible to obtain the most desirable land for it. 
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A compreliensive and well-prepared scheme seems 
to us, for several reasons, to be peculiarly desirable for 
Buffalo; first, because Buffalo is a place of singular 
mobility and progressiveness, rapidly increasing in pop- 
ulation and wealth, with every reason for expecting a 
prolonged career of prosperity, and a more than usually 
rapid development of advance in the common require- 
ments of civilization; second, because the immediate 
environs of the town, in the condition they now are, 
and have been for a number of years, are not generally 
at all attractive, and young people in search of recrea- 
tion, especially, have very little inducement to a pure, 
healthy, natural exercise of their faculties and tastes, 
and, in consequence, there are special inducements to 
offer them facilities and stimulants to unwholesome 
substitutes for recreation; third, the relation of the 
town to its canals and railroads and the lakes and rivers 
is such as to make an escape from it in several direc- 
tions, to anything like rural quiet, difHcult and disagree- 
able, if not impossible; fourth, during a considerable 
part of the year that portion of the environs which is 
otherwise least repellant to rural exercise is swept by 
harsh, damp winds, very trying to those who are in 
most need of quiet open air recreation. 

Each of the three sites to which our attention has 
been called possesses some special advantages to which 
we shall now refer. 

The first is the most elevated ground in the city, 
on High street, near the old Potter's field. From this 
a finer lookout may be had over the city than from any 
other point, and the distant wooded plains, backed by 
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blue hills, make a beautiful background to the view on 
the south. It is nearer to the more densely populated 
parts of the city than any other site having distinctive 
natural advantages. In a few years, unless soon re- 
served for a public ground, it will probably be occupied 
and surrounded by buildings, when • the view from it 
can no longer be had. 

The second site referred to is one adjoining Fort 
Porter. It is also comparatively elevated, and has at- 
tracted attention because of the view which is co m- 
manded from it over the lake. This, especially at 
sunset, in certain states of the atmosphere, is a very 
fine one, and it is within the province of art to enhance 
the sense of beauty in the distance by forming a sub- 
stitute for a part and a screen for the remahider of a 
foreground which is at present rude, discordant and 
essentially disagreeable. The outer scene thus framed 
and emphasized would be peculiar to Buffalo, and 
would have a character of magnificence admirably 
adapted to be associated with stately ceremonies, the 
entertainment of public guests and other occasions of 
civic display. 

The third site to which our attention was directed 
is to be found on the banks of the creek west of Forest 
Lawn Cemetery. By the construction of an embank- 
ment about half a mile below the road, which is a pro- 
longation of Delaware street, a body of living water 
might here be formed about twenty acres in extent 
with a very agreeable natural line of shore, the greater 
part of which would be shaded by beautiful groves of 
trees, already on the ground and most of which are now 
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in their prime and of very desirable species. This water 
would be well adapted to the requirements of orna- 
mental water fowl, to skating and boating; the groves 
adjoining would furnish a cool place to be resorted to 
for rambling and rest on a hot day; the views over the 
water might easily be made charming and appropriate, 
and the general situation is one to which your citizens 
could go, and in which they could remain for several 
hours during many days of the spring and autumn, 
when most other places in the suburbs, and especially 
the two elevations which have been considered, would 
be made disagreeable by the harshness of the winds 
which sweep them. 

On the east side of the road and north of the ceme- 
tery there is a series of large open fields which are 
graced by a number of remarkably fine umbrageous 
trees, such as are never found except under unusually 
favorable conditions of soil and climate. The general 
aspect of this ground is not only beautiful, but its 
beauty is of that kind which is appropriately termed 
park-like. Taking these circumstances in connection 
with the groves and the creek, we cannot hesitate to 
conclude that whatever advantages for pleasure grounds 
of a certain kind the other sites we have examined may 
ofifer, they are not to be compared for a mogient with 
that which is here offered you, when the question is of 
what we call, by distinction, a park. 

The objections to the situation which may be antici- 
pated, are those which would be felt by some portion 
of the people of the city to any situation, namely, dis- 
tance and difficulty of access from certain quarters. 
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We have seen no other situation nearer the center of 
population in which it would be possible to form a 
spacious park, even at an expense several times larger 
than would be required for one at this point, where it 
would not very certainly prove a great inconvenience 
to business, and involve large changes in the general 
plan upon which the building up of the city is other- 
wise likely to advance. The site which we have in 
view is now either waste land, or is occupied, with the 
exception of a single unimportant manufacturing estab- 
lishment, exclusively for agricultural purposes, and, for 
farming land near a large town, can be bought at an 
extraordinary low rate. A park would neither inter- 
fere with nor be interfered with by any existing or 
probable line of business communication, the character 
of the topography of the neighborhood not having en- 

a 

couraged the formation of roads from either side through 
it . It would be feasible by a slight divergence from 
the present route to carry the only existing public 
thoroughfare across it, whenever it shall be found de- 
sirable, where, by means of a natural depression of the 
surface, it would be out of the view from the pleasure 
routes of the park. 

Due weight being given to these facts, we doubt not 
that it wiJl be clear to you that no other situation would 
on the whole be equally convenient for the main pur- 
poses which a park should be designed to serve, and 
that a park in no other situation would occasion so 
little inconvenience to those living or doing business, 
even in the parts of the city to which the objection of 
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distance and difficulty of access may be considered to 
be of the most consequence. 

If you are thus prepared to adopt the conclusions 
that the principal feature of your scheme should be a 
park, intended for the general ejoyment of all the citi- 
zens of Buffalo, as Buffalo may be expected to be a 
generation or two hence, and that this park shall be 
situated as we have advised, then you will find it neces- 
sary to consider how the people of the more .distant 
parts of the city can be secured access to this park 
without a journey long, fatiguing and discordant with 
the sentiment and purposes of recreation in view, and 
what compensation can be offered them for the distance 
at which they will be placed by the location of the park 
as proposed. 

To reach sound conclusions on these points you will 
need to reflect that public pleasure grounds are chiefly 
used in three ways, as follows: first, for recreation of a 
decided character, involving an absence of some hours 
from ordinary pursuits, and that such recreation is 
either taken after the main business of the day is over, 
by those who are able to leave their business somewhat 
early in the afternoon, or that it involves a holiday or 
half a holiday; second, for the airing, exercise and re- 
creation of children, invalids, women, and others who 
are not methodically occupied by any regular business, 
yet are necessarily much confined within walls; third, 
for a slight diversion of those whose business usually 
holds them so late that they are able to leave it only 
for short periods during the day, but to whom an 
attractive recreation ground would be worth perhaps 
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more than to any others, if it could be put within their 
easy reach. 

For the latter purposes a large park outside the city 
is resorted to by those living or working within a 
limited distance of it, but it cannot serve these pur- 
poses so far as the larger body of citizens is concerned. 

Grounds need to be provided, therefore, less com- 
plete in their opportunities for a variety of forms of 
recreation, and adapted to accommodate a smaller 
number of persons at a time, but to which many can 
resort for a short stroll, airing and diversion, and where 
they can at once enjoy a decided change of scene from 
that which is associated with their regular occupation. 

The sites near Fort Porter and on High street are 
both suitable for this class of grounds; each would be 
conveniently accessible from a different quarter of the 
town, and each of these quarters would have less direct 
access to the main parks than to any other quarter 
where vacant land can be found offering any advan- 
tages for the formation of pleasure grounds. 

If you accept the conclusion thus suggested, the 
question only remains of making the main park more 
readily and more agreeably and more appropriately 
accessible from a distance. 

Fortunately the plan of Buffalo is such that the pro- 
posed site of the main park is already accessible by the 
most direct way possible from the very centre of popu- 
lation, and from the only quarter not proposed to be 
otherwise provided with a local pleasure ground, by 
Delaware avenue, an approach of stately proportions. 
So far as this quarter of the city is concerned, a better 
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solution of the difficulty is thus at once offered than 
can often be obtained at large expense in other cities. 
The avenue is susceptible also of great improvement at 
a very moderate outlay. 

For the rest, we would suggest that the two ends of 
the main park on the southeast and west be gradually 
narrowed and curved toward the town, so that the 
greater part of the ground taken would be included 
within a crescent-shaped figure; and that strips of 
ground, at least two hundred feet wide, be acquired, 
extending from them toward the north and west parts 
of the city on one side, and the south and east parts 
on the other. Through those strips a series of roads 
and walks adapted exclusively for pleasure travel 
should eventually be formed, and outside of them 
ro.idways to answer the purpose of streets, for ordinary 
trafiic, which could thus be disassociated from the 
movement to and from the park. So much of these 
strips as would not be wanted for passage-ways should 
be occupied by turf, trees, shrubs and flowers; they 
should follow existing lines of streets as far as practic- 
able, so as not to interfere unnecessarily with the 
present divisions of property, and they should be so 
laid out as to connect the two subordinate grounds 
which have been indicated with the main park. 

Thus, at no great distance from any part of the town, 
a pleasure ground will have been provided for, suitable 
for a short stroll, for a playground for children and an 
airing ground for invalids, and a route of access to the 
large common park of the whole city, of such a charac- 
ter that most of the steps on the way to it would be 
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taken in the midst of a scene of sylvan beauty, and 
with the sounds and sites of the ordinary town busi- 
ness, if not wholly shut out, removed to some distance 
and placed in obscurity. The way itself would thus be 
more park-like than town-like. 

Such a parkway on the east might follow the line of 
Jefferson street, from Genesee street, or Batavia street, 
to near Main street, and, soon after crossing the latter, 
begin to expand into the crescent ends of the park it- 
self. On the west, starting from an architectural con- 
struction and esplanade on the bluff at or near the 
present base-ball grounds, it might divide and enclose 
the Niagara and York street public gardens, and con- 
tinue in a straight course to Rogers street; then follow 
Rogers street to Clinton grove, near which it might 
slightly expand and take a more picturesque character 
than would be desirable nearer the town, and, finally, 
open fully into the park itself near the foot of the pro- 
posed ornamental water, half a mile west of the ceme- 
tery. 

At a point near to the entrance of the race course, 
and at the crossing of important streets, the park- 
ways might, for greater convenience in crossing and 
turning, be expanded in a circular or elliptical form; 
and such points would, in the future, offer suitable 
positions for fountains, statues, trophies and public 
monuments. 

It is impracticable to form even an approximate 
estimate of the cost of such arrangements as we have 
suggested without a plan based upon a careful topo- 
graphical survey; but it will be readily seen that the 
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opportunity may he secured for them and held by the 
city at a very moderate expense. 

The most costly items in the acquisition of a park 
by a city usually are: first, the land; second, grading; 
third, the foundation or stone work of roads; fourth, 
constructions of masonry. The land which you would 
require for the park is mere farming land, with no 
costly buildings upon it, instead of being, as is usually 
the case, town building lots more or less occupied by 
expensive structures and for important business pur- 
poses. Its surface is almost everywhere gently sloping, 
so that the necessary grading to adapt it to park pur- 
poses would be extraordinarily light. The chief topo- 
graphical change suggested would be effected by the 
construction of a simple embankment about one hun- 
dred feet in length, and the natural action of the water 
which would accumulate above it. 

An abundance of stone suitable for road foundation 
is found on the ground, in quarries already opened, and 
the facility with which these can be worked and the 
stone prepared is such, we are informed, that contracts 
for road material may be made at less than half the 
prices we have usually found it necessary to pay else- 
where. There is no necessity for any large work of 
masonry, and what little may be required will, for the 
reasons first indicated, be inexpensive. 

On reviewing all the circumstances, it cannot be 
doubted that they present an opportunity of acquiring 
a property at comparatively moderate cost, which, when 
gradually improved, as from year to year may be 
deemed expedient, will ultimately be of inestimable 
value to your city. 

14] 



28 

We are, with great respect for the generous and 
impartial public spirit with which our counsel has been 
sought and received by your associates and yourself, 

Your obedient servants, 

OLMSTED, VAUX & CO., 

Landscape Architects. 



THE ACT OF THE LEGISLATURE. 
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Chap. 165. 

AN ACT to authorize the selection and location of certain grounds 
for public parks in the City of Buffalo, and to provide for the 
maintainance and embellishment thereof. 

Passed April 14, 1869; three-fifths being presents 

The People of the State of New York^ represented in 
Senate and Assembly^ do enact as follows: 

Section i. There shall be appointed by the Mayor 
of the City of Buffalo, by and with the advice and con- 
sent of a majority of all the members of the Common 
Council of said city, twelve citizens of Buffalo; and the 
persons so appointed, together with the Mayor of said 
city, shall be and they are hereby constituted a Board 
of Commissioners of the park or parks, approaches and 
streets which may be created pursuant to the provisions 
of this act, with the name and style of the " Park 
Commissioners." The said Commissioners shall hold 
office for the term of five years from the first day of 
May, eighteen hundred and sixty-nine, and until others 
are appointed in their places. No member of said 
board shall receive any compensation for his services, 
but each Commissioner shall be entitled to receive his 
actual disbursements for expenses in visiting and super- 
intending said park, when such visit or service shall 
be made or rendered by the direction of the Board of 
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Commissioners. In case any of the persons above 
named shall not undertake the office of this commis- 
sion, or in case of a vacancy in said board occasioned 
by expiration of terms of office or otherwise, such 
vacancy shall be filled by the Mayor, by and with the 
advice and consent of not less than a majority of all the 
members of the Common Council of said city; and the 
person so appointed shall hold his office for the term 
of five years from the date of his appointment, and 
until another shall be appointed in his place. 

Sec. 2. The said board shall have power to select 
and locate such grounds in the seventh,* eighth, ninth, 
tenth, eleventh and twelfth wards of the city of Buffalo, 
as may in their opinion be proper and desirable to be 
reserved and set apart for one or more public parks, 
and also to locate and lay out such approaches thereto 
and streets connecting the said parks, as may in their 
judgment be desirable; and one-fifth of the land so 
taken for a park or parks, and approaches thereto, and 
streets connecting the same, shall be located east of 
of the west line of Jefiferson street; and for this purpose 
the said Commissioners may take any part or parts of 
existing streets, and also change the lines thereof. 
Before any proceeding shall be had or taken for acquir- 
ing the title to any real estate, the said Commissioners 
shall cause to be made a map of the land which they 
shall determine to take for such park or parks, and 
. approaches thereto, and streets connecting the same, 
which shall be certified by the president and engineer, 
or a majority of the Commissioners, and filed in the 
office of the clerk of the county of Erie. 
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Sec. 3. The said Commissioners shall hold their 
first meeting on the first Monday of May, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and sixty-nine, at twelve o'clock at 
noon, at the Mayor's office in said city. The said 
Commissioners shall, at said meeting, choose a president 
of said board, who shall be a niember thereof, and shall, 
appoint one or more persons to act as the treasurer 
and siecretary of the said board. 

Sec. 4. The said Commissioners shall make such 
selection and location, in view of the present condition 
and future growth and wants of said city, as they shall 
deem best; arid they shall report such selection and 
location to the Common Council of said city, on or 
before the first day of November, eighteen hundred 
and sixty-nine. In said report the said Commissioners 
shall state the boundaries of the grounds located by 
them, and the courses of the approaches and streets by 
them laid out. In said report the said Commissioners 
shall designate the name or names of the said park 
or parks, approaches thereto, and streets connecting 
the same. The aggregate quantity of land which 
the said Commissioners shall select and locate under 
the provisions of this act for a park or parks, or 
or for approaches thereto, or streets connecting the 
same, shall not exceed five hundred acres; but the land 
in existing streets or public squares or places, or now 
belonging to said city, shall not be estimated in the 
said five hundred acres. And the tracts, pieces and 
parcels of land which may be described in the said 
report are hereby declared to be public places, and 
shall be deemed to have been taken by said city of 
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Buffalo for public use^as and for a public park or parks, 
and approaches thereto, and public streets connecting 
the same. And the parts of all streets, avenues and 
highways now laid out as running through said pieces 
of land, are hereby closed and discontinued, so far as 
the same would run through or intersect said pieces of 
land . The said, the Park Commissioners, for the pur- 
pose of performing the duties imposed upon them by 
this section, may use any map now, or which may 
hereafter be on file in the city surveyor's office in said 
city, and shall have power to employ a surveyor and 
other assistants, at a yearly expense not exceeding 
three thousand dollars, and the same shall be a charge 
upon the city of Buffalo, and shall be paid out of the 
moneys hereby authorized to be raised for such parks. 

Sec. 5. Before any land shall be taken for such 
park or parks, or for the approaches thereto, or streets 
connecting the same, by virtue of this act, the Common 
Council of the city of Buffalo shall, by resolution, de- 
clare that the city of Buffalo intends to take the land 
which shall have been so selected and located by the 
said Park Commissioners for a public park or parks, and 
the approches thereto, and streets connecting the same, 
and shall give notice of such intention by publishing 
the same in all the daily city newspapers for twenty 
successive week days. 

Sec. 6. After the expiration of the said publica- 
tions, the Common Council shall, by a resolution, 
declare that the city of Buffalo has determined to take 
and appropriate the said land for the purposes afore- 
said, and they shall give notice of such determination 
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by publishing the same in each of the daily city news- 
papers for ten successive week days, and that the city 
of Bufifalo will, on someday to be named in said notice, 
apply to the Superior Court of Buffalo for the appoint- 
ment of three Commissioners to ascertain and report 
the just compensation to be paid to the person or 
persons or corporation owning or having any interest 
in said property. 

Sec. 7. Upon the day designated in the said notice, 
or on some other day to be named by the said court, 
it shall hear the application of the said city, and appoint 
three Commissioners for the purposes aforesaid; and in 
case any Commissioner shall decline to serve, the said 
court may, on application of the city attorney, without 
further notice, appoint another in his place . 

Sec. 8. The Commissioners so appointed shall, be- 
fore they enter upon their duties, take and subscribe 
an oath, to be administered by some person authorized 
to administer oaths, faithfully to execute their duty 
according to the best of their ability. They shall give 
notice of the time and place of their meeting to view 
the said property, by publishing the same in all the 
daily city newspapers for five successive week days. 

Sec. 9. The Commissioners shall together view 
such property, and may receive any legal evidence as 
to the compensation which should be made therefor, 
and may adjourn from time to time. They shall ascer- 
tain and award to the respective owners of the property 
to be taken, and to all persons or corporations interested 
therein, such compensation therefor as in their opinion 
will be just and proper. The report of the Commis- 
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sioners, signed by a majority of said Commissioners, 
shall be filed in the office of the clerk of the Superior 
Court as soon as completed, and said report shall be 
made and filed within six months from the time of 
their appointment; and in making such estimate they 
shall not make any deduction or allowance for or on 
account of any supposed benefits or advantages to be 
derived from taking said lands, as public places or in 
consequence thereof. 

Sec. io. After the report of the said Commissioners 
shall be so filed, the Common Council shall give notice 
by publishing the same in ten successive numbers of 
each of the daily newspapers in said city, that they 
will on a day to be specified in said notice, apply to 
the Superior Court of Buffalo for an order confirming 
the report, and on the day so appointed the said court, 
upon being furnished with proof of the due publication 
of said notice, as above provided, shall confirm such 
report, and shall make an order containing a recital of 
the substance of the proceedings in the matter of the 
appraisal, and a description of the real estate appraised 
for which compensation is to be made; and shall also 
direct to whom the money is to be paid, or in what 
bank or in what manner it shall be deposited by said 
city. 

Sec. II. A certified copy of the order so to be 
made, as aforesaid, shall be recorded at full length in 
the office of the clerk of the county of Erie, and there- 
upon, and on payment or deposit by the city of Buffalo 
of the sums to be paid as compensation for the lands so 
taken, as directed by said order, the said lands shall 
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vest forever in the city of Buffalo, for the uses and 
purposes in this act mentioned, and the said Park Com- 
missioners shall be entitled to enter upon, take posses- 
sion of, and forever use the said land for the purposes 
of a park or parks, approaches thereto, and streets 
connecting the same. 

Sec. 12. If there shall be adverse and conflicting 
claimants to the money, or any part of it, to be paid as 
compensation for the real estate taken for the purposes 
aforesaid, the court may direct the moneys to be paid 
into court by the city, and may determine who is en- 
titled to the same, and direct to whom the same shall 
be paid, and may, in its discretion, order a reference to 
ascertain the facts on which such determination and 
order are to be made. 

Sec. 13. The said court shall have power at any 
time to amend any defect or informality in any of the 
proceedings to acquire title to the said lands, as may 
be necessary; and also to appoint other Commissioners 
in place of any who shall die, or refuse or neglect to 
serve, or be incapable of serving. 

Sec. 14. If, at any time after an attempt to acquire 
title by appraisal as aforesaid, it shall be found that the 
title thereby attempted to be acquired is defective, the 
city of Buffalo shall proceed anew to acquire or perfect 
such title in the same manner as if no appraisal had 
been made; and at any stage of the proceedings, after 
the confirmation of the report of the said Commission- 
ers, the said Court may authorize the said Park Com- 
missioners, if in possession, to continue in possession, 
and if not in possession, to take possession, and use 
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such real estate during the pendency, and until the 
final conclusion of such new proceedings, and may stay 
all actions or proceedings against the Park Commis- 
sioners, or against the city of Buffalo, on account 
thereof, upon the city of Buffalo paying into court a 
sufficient sum, or giving such security as the court may 
direct, to pay the compensation therefor when finally 
ascertained. 

Sec. 15. In all cases where any real estate, subject 
to any lease or other agreement, shall be taken under 
the proceedings authorized by this act, all the coven- 
ants and stipulations contained in such lease or agree- 
ment shall, upon the final confirmation of the report of 
said Commissioners, cease, determine and be discharged; 
and in all cases when a part only of any real estate 
shall be so taken, the said covenants and stipulations 
shall be so discharged only as to the part so taken. 
And the Superior Court of said city may, on the appli- 
cation of any party in interest to such lease or agree- 
ment, and after a notice in writing of eight days upon 
the other parties interested, appoint three disinterested 
freeholders of the city, residents therein, to determine 
the rents, payments and conditions which shall be 
thereafter paid and performed under such lease or 
agreement, in respect to the residue of such real estate. 
And the report of the said freeholders, on being con- 
firmed by the court, shall be binding and conclusive on 
all persons interested in such real estate. 

Sec. 16. For the purpose of paying for the lands 
which may be taken under the provisions of this act, 
and for the purpose of laying out, improving and em- 
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bellishing the park or parks, approaches thereto and 
connecting streets, created under the provisions of this 
act, and the expenses of acquiring title thereto under 
the provisions of this act, the bonds of the city of 
Buffalo, to such an amount, not exceeding five hundred 
thousand dollars, as shall be necessary, shall be issued 
by the Mayor and Comptroller of said city, from time 
to time, as the same shall be required for the purposes 
aforesaid. Said bonds shall be known as the " Buffalo 
Park Bonds,** and shall be payable in not less than 
forty-five nor more than sixty years from the date 
thereof; shall bear interest at a rate not exceeding 
seven per cent per annum, payable half yearly on the 
first days of January and July in each year. And the 
said bonds and the proceeds of the sale thereof, shall • 
constitute the fund for paying the cost of the lands 
taken under the provisions of this act, and the expenses 
of acquiring the title thereto, and for the laying out, 
improvement and embellishment thereof. And the 
Treasurer of the said city shall pay the sums which may 
be awarded as above provided to the owner or owners, or 
persons in any way interested in the lands which shall 
be taken pursuant to the provisions of this act. And 
as the said bonds are from time to time issued, the 
Comptroller shall cause to be kept in his office, in a 
book to be provided for that purpose, a true and correct 
statement and account of each and every bond issued 
under the provisions of this act, showing the number 
of each bond and the date and the amount thereof, 
and the time when due; and such books shall be open 
for public inspection, and shall be delivered to his suc- 
cessor in office. 
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Sec. 17. The bonds of the city of Buffalo which 
shall be issued by virtue of this act, bearing a rate of 
interest not less than seven per cent per annum, may 
be used by said city, or by the Treasurer thereof, at 
not less than their par value, in paying any amounts 
which said city shall have become liable to pay for 
compensation or damages awarded under this act. The 
bonds of the city of Buffalo, which shall be issued by 
virtue of this act may be sold at public or private sale, 
or by subscription, and on such terms, not less than 
par, as the Common Council of said city may prescribe. 
And the proceeds of such sales shall be paid over to the 
Treasurer of said city; or said Treasurer may, with the 
concurrence of the Mayor and Comptroller of said city, 
pledge any of said bonds for money borrowed tem- 
porarily, and for the purpose of this act, at a rate of 
interest not exceeding seven per cent per annum. And 
any savings bank in said city may loan its funds to the 
city of Buffalo for the purposes of this act, and bonds 
of the city of Buffalo shall be issued to the bank making 
such loan, in manner and form as above prescribed, at 
such rate of interest not exceeding seven per cent, and 
upon such terms of payment, not sooner than forty- 
five years, as may be agreed upon between the trustees 
of such bank and the Common Council of said city. 

Sec. 18. The lands hereby authorized to be taken 
by said city for a public park or parks, and for ap- 
proaches thereto, and streets connecting the same, are 
hereby pledged for the payment of the bonds which 
may be issued by virtue of this act. 

Sec. 19. In order to provide for the payment of the 
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interest and principal of the bonds hereby authorized 
to be issued by said city, there shall be added to the 
general city tax for the city of Buffalo at large, in the 
year when the first issue of bonds hereby authorized 
shall be made, and each year thereafter, such sum of 
money in each of said years as shall be required to pay 
the interest upon the bonds which shall have been 
issued pursuant to the provisions of this act, and also a 
sum of money equal to one per centum upon the whole 
amount of the bonds issued pursuant to this act. 
And such sums of money as may be raised by taxa- 
tion pursuant to this act, shall be applied, first, to 
the payment of the interest upon the bonds issued 
pursuant to the provisions of this act, and such sums of 
money raised as aforesaid, as may remain after the 
payment of the said interest, shall be held by the 
Comptroller of the said city, and shall be used by said 
Comptroller in the redemption and payment of any 
of said bonds which may be presented for payment, 
even though the same may not be due. And the 
Comptroller shall give each year twenty days' notice, 
by publication in two daily newspapers published in 
said city, one of which shall be the official paper, of the 
amount of said bonds which he shall be prepared to 
redeem and pay, and in such notice he shall state the 
time when, and the place where the said bonds may be 
presented for redemption and payment; and the said 
Comptroller shall pay the bonds which may be pre- 
sented for payment during the period mentioned in 
said notice, in the order in which said bonds shall be 
presented, to such an amount as the funds in the hands 
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of the Treasurer shall permit; and all sums of money 
which shall remain in the said Treasurer's hands, after 
paying the interest on said bonds, and after paying and 
redeeming such bonds as shall be presented for pay- 
ment pursuant to the terms hereof, shall be invested in 
the bonds of the city of Buffalo, or in the public stocks 
of the United States, or in the bonds of the State of 
New York, and the funds so invested and the accu- 
mulation thereof shall, as herein provided, be iapplied 
to the redemption and payment of bonds issued pur- 
suant to the provisions of this act, and to the full and 
final redemption of the said bonds, and for no other pur- 
pose or purposes. It shall be the duty of the Comp- 
troller of said city to estimate and ascertain the 
amounts required to be added to the general city tax 
of said city, by virtue of this act, and to transmit a 
statement each year to the Common Council of said 
city, in time to have such amount included in the gen- 
eral tax of* said city for that year; and it shall be the 
duty of said Common Council to cause such amount to 
be included in such general tax. And said Common 
Council shall annually provide by tax for the payment 
of the principal and interest of the bonds issued pur- 
suant to the provisions of this act. And in making the 
levy of taxes in this section prescribed, the Assessors 
of said city and the said Common Council shall so ap- 
portion and levy the same that one-half of all sums of 
money which shall be levied for the purpose of paying 
the principal and interest of the bonds which may have 
been issued pursuant to the provisions of this act, shall 
be levied and collected exclusively upon and from the 
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lands deemed to have been benefited by the improve- 
ments in this act provided for. And the said Assessors 
shall take such proper action in the premises as to them 
may seem wise, to ascertain what lands and other 
property have been benefited by the said iniprovements. 

Sec. 20. The Commissioners appointed by virtue 
of section seven of this act shall have authority to em- 
ploy surveyors, and to use any map on file or belonging 
to said city, and to cause maps to be made as may be 
necessary. Said Commissioners shall be allowed a 
compensation of five dollars per day for their time 
actually employed in discharging their duties as such 
Commissioners. And all such compensation and the 
necessary expenses of the Commissioners in discharg- 
ing their duties, shall be allowed, on taxation by the 
court aforesaid, and paid by said city of Buffalo out of 
the moneys hereby appropriated. 

Sec. 21. A majority of the board of the said 
Park Commissioners shall constitute a quorum for the 
transaction of business. The said board shall have the 
full and exclusive power to make rules and by-laws for 
the orderly transaction of their business; to govern, 
manage and direct, and to lay out and regulate the said 
park or parks, the approaches thereto, and the streets 
connecting the same; to appoint such engineers, sur- 
veyors, clerks and other officers (except a police force) 
as may be necessary; to prescribe and define their res- 
pective duties, and to fix the amount of their compen- 
sation; and generally, in regard to the said park or parks, 
the approaches thereto, and streets connecting the 
same, they shall possess all the power and authority 
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now by law conferred on or possessed by the Common 
Council of said city, in respect to the public squares 
and places in said city. 

Sec. 22. It shall be a misdemeanor for any Com- 
missioner to be directly or indirectly, in any way pecu- 
niarily interested in any contract or work of any kind 
whatever connected with said park or parks, approaches 
thereto or streets connecting the same; and it shall be the 
duty of any Commissioner or other person, who may 
have any knowledge or information of the violation of 
this provision, forthwith to report the same to the Mayor 
of the city of Buffalo, who shall present the facts of the 
case to the Superior Court of Buffalo. The said court 
shall hear in a sumary manner such Commissioner 
in relation thereto, and any evidence he may offer; and 
if, after such hearing, the court shall be satisfied of the 
truth of said charge, the justice holding the same shall, 
by an order of said court, to be made at chambers or in 
term, immediately remove the said Commissioner. 
Every Commissioner shall, before entering upon the 
duties of his office, take and subscribe the oath pre- 
scribed by the Constitution of the State, which oath 
shall be filed in the office of the clerk of the Superior 
Court of Buffalo. 

Sec. 23. The said the Park Commissioners shall, in 
the month of January of every year, make to the Com- 
mon Council of the said city a full report of their pro- 
ceedings, and a detailed statement of all their receipts 
and expenditures. 

Sec. 24. Whenever the city of Buffalo shall have 
become vested with the title to the lands taken pur- 
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suant to' this act, it shall be lawful for the said the 
Park Commissioners to let from year to year any build- 
ings and the grounds attached thereto which may be 
within the boundaries of the lands so taken, until the 
same shall be required for the laying out, regulation 
and improvement of the lands so taken; and the said 
the Park Commissioners may sell any buildings, im- 
provements and other materials within the boundaries 
of the lands so taken and belonging to said city, which, 
in their judgment, shall not be required for the pur- 
poses of said park or parks, approaches thereto, and 
streets connecting the same; and the proceeds of such 
leases and sales shall be deposited with the Treasurer 
of said city, to the credit of the said the Park Commis- 
sioners, and used by them for the improvement of the 
said park or parks, approaches thereto, and streets con- 
necting the same. 

Sec. 25. The said the Park Commissioners shall 
have power upon such terms, or upon the payment of 
such yearly license fee or per capita tax, as the Park 
Commissioners may prescribe, to grant to any street 
railway company in said city the privilege of laying 
down and operating a railway, for the carriage of pas- 
sengers only, through the said connecting streets and 
approaches; but no street or other railway shall enter 
upon, in or through the said park or parks. The said 
Commissioners shall have power to license hacks for 
use in said park or parks, to let from year to year, or 
for any term not exceeding ten years, the right to sell 
refreshments within the said park or parks, under such 
regulations as the said the Park Commissioners shall 
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prescribe. Any and all sums of money which may be 
received by the said the Park Commissioners, pursuant 
to this section shall be devoted to the improvement of 
the said park or parks, approaches thereto or streets 
connecting the same. 

Sec. 26. No plan for the layitig out and improve- 
ment of the said park or parks, approaches thereto and 
streets connecting the same shall be adopted or under- 
taken by the said Park Commissioners, of which the 
entire expense, when funded, shall require for the pay- 
ment of the annual interest thereon a greater sum than 
twenty-one thousand dollars per annum; and bonds shall 
be issued, sold and disposed of as directed in this act, 
for the purpose of providing such dums of money as 
shall from time to time be required by the said the 
Park Commissioners to carry out and execute the plan 
they shall adopt, subject to the limitations in this act 
provided. 

Sec. 27. The Common Council of said city shall 
every year grant to the said Paric Commissioners such 
sum of money as they shall require, and as to the said 
Common Council shall appear reasonable and just for 
the government and maintenance of the said park or 
parks, approaches thereto, and streets connecting the 
the same, and for keeping in repair the improvements 
and structures therein, and for furnishing a suitable 
office for said Commissioners. And the sum of money 
granted pursuant to this section shall be paid out 6l 
the general fund of said city. 

Sec. 28. The money raised by the sale of the bonds 
issued pursuant to the provision of this act shall be de- 
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posited, as fast as the same shall be realized, with the 
Treasurer of the city of Buffalo, who shall keep a sep- 
arate account of all moneys received by him for the 
laying out and improvement of the said park or parks, 
approaches thereto and streets connecting the same, to 
be known as the "improvement fund." He shall hold 
all such moneys on account of and for the purpose of said 
improvement and the expenses herein authorized, and 
shall pay them out as provided by this act, and not 
otherwise. The said the Park Commissioners shall 
draw their drafts upon the said Treasurer, signed by 
their President and Secretary, for all claims, charges 
and expenses, authorized and incurred by them in the 
laying out and improving of the said park or parks, 
approaches thereto and streets connecting the same, 
specifying in such drafts the purposes for which they are 
drawn; and the treasurer shall pay the same out of the 
improvement moneys, upon the presentation of said 
drs^fts. The moneys voted by the Common Council, 
pursuant to section twenty- seven of this act, shall be 
deposited with the Treasurer of said city, who shall 
keep a separate account of all such moneys, and the 
same shall be known as the " maintenance fund ;" and 
he shall pay them out upon the drafts of the said the 
Park Commissioners issued in the form and manner 
prescribed by this section, and not otherwise, and the 
said Treasurer shall pay the said drafts out of the said 
" maintenance fund " upon the presentation of said 
drafts. 

Sec. 29. The Board of Commissioners of the 
Niagara Frontier Police District shall detail for servic 
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in the said park or parks, approaches • thereto, and 
streets connecting the same, such number of policemen 
as the isaid the Park Commissioners shall by their 
resolution require ; and such policemen when detailed 
for service pursuant to this section shall be subject to 
the rules and regulations which shall be adopted by 
the said the Park Commissioners, not inconsistent with 
the rules and regulations of the said Board of Com- 
missioners of the Niagara Frontier Police District. 

Sec. 30. None of the said the Park Commissioners 
nor any person, whether in the employ of said Com- 
missioners, or otherwise, shall have the power to create 
any debt, obligation, claim or liability for or on account 
of the said the Park Commissioners, except with the 
express authority of said Commissioners conferred at a 
meeting thereof duly convened and held. 

Sec. 31. The office of any one of the said the Park 
Commissioners who shall not attend the meetings of 
the said board of the Park Commissioners for three 
successive months, after having been duly notified of 
said meetings, without reason therefor satisfactory to 
said board, or without leave of absence from said board, 
shall by said board be declared vacant. 

Sec. 32. Real and personal property may be granted, 
bequeathed, devised, or conveyed to the said city of 
Buffalo, for the purpose of the improvement or orna- 
mentation of the said park or parks, approaches there- 
to, and streets connecting the same, or for the establish- 
ment or maintenance therein of museums, zoological or 
other gardens, collections of natural history, obser- 
vatories, libraries, monuments, or works of art, upon 
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such trusts and conditions as may be prescribed by the 
grantors or devisors thereof, and agreed to by the 
Mayor and Common Council of said city. All property 
so devised, granted, bequeathed or conveyed, and the 
rents, issues, profits and income thereof, shall be sub- 
ject to the exclusive management, direction, and con- 
trol of the said the Park Commissioners. 

Sec 33. It shall be lawful for said board of the 
Park Commissioners at any meeting thereof, duly con- 
vened, to pass such ordinances as they may deem 
necessary for the use, regulation, protection and govern- 
ment of the said park or parks, approaches thereto, and 
streets connecting the same, not inconsistent with the 
ordinances of the city of Buffalo, or with the provisions 
of this act ; such ordinances shall immediately upon 
their passage, be published for ten days in two daily 
newspapers published in said city, one of which shall 
be the official paper. 

Sec. 34. All persons ofifending against such ordi- 
nances shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and 
shall be punished, on conviction before any court of 
competent jurisdiction in the city of Buffalo, by a fine 
not exceeding one hundred dollars, or by imprisonment 
not exceeding thirty days, or both, at the discretion of 
the court. 

Sec. 35. All proceedings in any court contemplated 
by this act shall be had in the Superior Court of Buffalo. 

Sec. 36. No member of the Common Council of 
said city shall be eligible to the office of a Park Com- 
missioner. 
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Sec. 3;?. AU act^ and parU of acts inconsistent with 
thia act are hereby wp^ealed. 



State, OF Nrw York;> ) 
Office of the Secretary of State. \ 

I have compared the preceding with the original law 
on file in this office, and do hereby certify that the same 
is a correct transcript therefrom and of th^ whole of 
said original law. 

HOMER A. NELSON, 

Secretary of State, 
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To the Honorable, the Common Council of the City 
of Buffalo. 

Section twenty-three of the "Act to authorize the 
selection and location of certain grounds for Public 
Parks in the city of Buffalo, and to provide for the 
maintenance and embellishment thereof," requires that 
**the Park Commissioners shall, in the month of January 
of every year, make to the Common Council of said 
city a full report of their proceedings and a detailed 
statement of all their receipts and expenditures." 

The act referred to passed the legislature on the 
fourteenth day of April, one thousand eight hundred 
and sixty-nine; and on the nineteenth of the same 
month those who now constitute the permanent mem- 
bers of the Board were nominated by the Mayor and 
confirmed by the Common Council in accordance with 
the provisions of the law. 

The Commissioners held their first meeting at the 
Mayor's office on the third day of May, one thousand 
eight hundred and sixty-nine, and perfected the or- 
ganization of the Board by the election of officers. A 
report of the proceedings had during that year was 



presented to the Common Council on the twenty-first 
day of February, one thousand eight hundred and 
seventy, and appears in the published proceedings of 
that date. These proceedings had reference merely to 
the selection and location of the lands which the Com- 
missioners had determined to appropriate for the 
Parks and approaches, a plan and description of which 
was embraced in a report on that subject, filed with 
the City Clerk on the first day of November, one 
thousand eight hundred and sixty-nine, and presented 
to the Council on the eighth of the same month. 

This report set forth the considerations which gov- 
erned the Commissioners in the selection and location 
of the lands which now constitute the Parks and ap- 
proaches. The Common Council promptly seconded the 
action of the Board, and took the necessary steps to 
acquire the property. In the month of January, one 
thousand eight hundred and seventy, Messrs. William 
A. Bird, Gibson T. Williams and Albert H. Tracy were 
appointecj by the Superior Court of Buffalo, Commission- 
ers to ascertain and report the just compensation to be 
paid to the person or persons or corporations owning 
or having any interest in the lands selected. These 
Commissioners held their first meeting on the twenty- 
first of February, one thousand eight hundred and 
seventy, completed their labors and filed their report 
with the clerk of the court on the thirtieth day of June 
following, and upon the application of the Council was 
finally confirmed on the fourth day of August, one 
thousand eight hundred and seventy. The amount of 
the awards was as follows: 






For lands, - . . - . - $247,785.66 

For buildings, - - - - - 46,381.00 

Total for lands and buildings, - - - - $294,166.66 

£xpenses attending the acquisition of title, - 10,991.19 

Making a gross total of ... - $305,157.85 

The action of the Council settled the question as to 
whether Buffalo, already one of the most attractive and 
beautiful cities in the country, should have a Park on 
a scale sufficient to meet the demands of a large and 
rapidly increasing population. 

Confident that the action of the Common Council 
would be favorable to the Park scheme, the Commission, 
in the month of May last, secured the services of Messrs. 
Olmsted & Vaux, the distinguished landscape architects, 
to furnish the necessary plans and designs, so that no 
time might be lost in entering upon the work. of im- 
provement as soon as the city came into possession of 
:he lands. The views of these gentlemen on the subject 
5f a Park in this city, had on a previous occasion, been 
presented to the Council and the public. Their recom- 
nendations were in the main adopted by the Board. 
A competent engineer, recommended by the architects, 
was employed to make a topographical survey of the 
lands. This work has so far progressed that the archi- 
tects have been able to furnish general plans of '* The 
Park," "The Front,'* and "The Parade." A large 
amount of work has already been accomplished on 
** The Park,'* and " The Parade." For a detailed report 
of these operations up to the close of the last year, you 
are respectfully referred to the communication of Mr. 
George Kent Radford,* engineer in charge, which ac- 
companies this report. 
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The Board also secured the services of Mr. William 
McMillan, a practical horticulturist and landscape gar- 
dener, to superintend the planting department, together 
with the general work upon the grounds. , This gentle- 
men was also recommended by the architects, and the 
manner in which he has thus far performed his duties 
has met the fullest approbation of the board. 

By the report of Mr. Radford it will be seen that 
very satisfactory progress has been made since the work 
comnienced in September last. A substantial post and 
board fence has been erected around " The Park " and 
" The Parade; '* over two hundred and fifty acres have 
been thoroughly ploughed; two hundred and ten acres 
harrowed; fifteen acres partially graded, and about 
twenty acres cleared of stumps, bushes, etc.; decayed 
trees and stumps removed from the woods, which have 
also been worked over. Nearly two thousand feet of 
main drain has been laid, and eleven and a half acres 
of ** The Parade " tile drained. The work has been 
accomplished in a very thorough manner, under the 
direction and superintendence of Mr. Radford and Mr. 
McMillan. 

The work of excavating and forming that portion of 
"The Lake "lying west of Delaware street, is being 
pushed forward with energy. Its completion is con- 
fidently looked for early in the coming summer, thus 
rendering what has been for years a most forbidding 
prospect, a scene of extraordinary attractiveness and 
beauty. 

The grounds set apart for nursery purposes have 
been thoroughly worked. About six thousand trees 
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and shrubs were purchased last fall at a cost of one 
thousand and five dollars and forty-four cents, and four 
thousand five hundred were obtained from the park 
grounds, making ten thousand five hundred now on 
hand and heeled in to await transplanting in the spring. 
Additional nursery stock has been ordered, to be de- 
livered in the spring, and when received will embrace 
twelve thousand five hundred and seventy-four decidu- 
ous trees, five thousand and eighty-three evergreens, 
twenty thousand shrubs, and five hundred and forty 
climbers and creepers, making a total of forty-two 
thousand six hundred and ninety-seven, at a cost of 
three thousand seven hundred and sixty-five dollars. 
It is the intention of the Commission to cause to be set 
out, at the proper time, every description of tree and 
shrub that will thrive in this climate. 

With the steps already taken for their care and pre- 
servation when received, this department of the en- 
terprise will prove one of great interest as well as 
pleasure to those who visit the grounds. In a short 
time, when the drives and walks are constructed, flori- 
culture will receive its due share of attention, and add 
its charms to this soon to be attractive place of resort 
for all classes of our people. 

■ It is not the intention of the Commission to enter 
into a lavish expenditure of money for improvements 
that may safely be deferred. It was important that 
the land should be acquired and dedicated to public 
use, for a delay in this matter would have trebled its 
cost a few years hence. This accomplished and im- 
provements made, whereby the public can be admitted 
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for purposes of recreation and amusement, it may be 
safely left to the future to carry out more complete and 
elaborate designs of embellishment. 

About two miles of substantial driveway will be con- 
structed, commencing at the entrance of " The Park," 
north of Forest Avenue, crossing the lake by a durable 
bridge, thence along the southerly portion of ^* The 
Park," and through "Humboldt Parkway*' to Main 
street. Other roads of a less substantial character will 
also be constructed in the several parks, and the grounds 
prepared for occupation by picnic and pleasure parties 
as early during the present year as possible. 

The Commissioners entered upon the discharge of 
the duties which the law imposes upon them with a 
full sense of the responsibility entrusted to them, and 
under the conviction that the administration of this de- 
partment of the public works would be justly open to 
criticism of their fellow citizens. In carrying forward 
the work of improvement they have been governed 
solely by considerations looking to a judicious and 
economical management of the powers committed to 
them, and thus endeavor to silence those cavillers 
against all enterprises which have from time to time 
been attempted for the benefit of the community. 
While cities further from the seaboard, and possessing 
fewer advantages of location, with modes of access , 
more difficult, have been quietly but steadily outstrip- 
ping us in the march of improvement, we have stood 
with folded hands and seen the trade which should 
have passed through our city, diverted to other chan- 
nels. But a new era — an era of action — is dawning 
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upon us, and we are beginning to realize the responsi- 
bilities devolving upon us as citizens of a thriving and 
populous city, throwing aside the selfishness and pre- 
judices which have looked only to the present, and rec- 
ognizing that we owe something to the future, and 
those who are to come after us, who will tread the same 
paths that we have trod, but with the brisk and 
more elastic step of renewed enterprise and activity, 
the result of movements set on foot by the men of this 
day and generation; and though we may not survive to 
reap the fruition of our hopes, the consciousness of 
having had some share in a work which is destined to 
exert a powerful influence for good, and to be of great 
advantage to the material interests of the city, will 
amply compensate us for the efforts made to produce 
them. 

In this connection we beg leave to renew a recom- 
mendation made in the report submitted to the Council 
in November, one thousand eight hundred and sixty- 
nine, that *'this system of public grounds should be 
extended from * The Parade * in a southerly direction 
at least as far as Batavia street, and if possible, further. 
This extension will accommodate a large and densly 
populated district.*' **The Commissioners therefore 
recommend that your honorable body establish a street 
not less than two hundred feet wide, leading from * The 
Parade ' in the direction indicated. The Commission- 
ers further recommend that Delaware street, from its 
junction with Ferry street to *Chapin Place,' be 
widened to the width of one hundred feet." 
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By reference to the annexed financial statement it 
will be seen that the amount expended by the Com- 
missioners, for all purposes, to the first of January, was 
twenty-six thousand two hundred eighty-eight dollars 
and seventy-two cents. Add to this the sum of three 
hundred and five thousand one hundred fifty-seven 
dollars and eighty-five cents, paid for awards and the 
expense of acquiring title to the lands, and we have 
the sum of three hundred thirty-one thousand four 
hundred forty-six dollars and fifty-seven cents, which, 
deducted from .three hundred and fifty thousand dol- 
lars, appropriated by the Council, left a balance in the 
city treasury, on the thirty-first of December, one 
thousand eight hundred and seventy, of eighteen thou- 
sand five hundred fifty-three dollars and fcN^ty-three 
cents to the credit of the park fund. 

Respectfully submitted, 

PASCAL P. PRATT, President. \ 
ALEXANDER BRUSH, 
DEXTER P. RUMSEY, 
JOHN GREINER, Jr., 
LEWIS P. DAYTON, 
JOSEPH WARREN, 
EDWIN T. EVANS, 
SHERMAN S. JEWETT, 
RICHARD FLACH, 
JAMES MOONEY, 
JOHN CRONYN, 
DENNIS BOWEN, 
WILLIAM DORSHEIMER. 
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Park Commission, City of Buffalo, 
Engineer's Office, January 2, 1871. 

To the Board of Park Commissioners of the City 
of Buffalo: 

Gentlemen: I beg to submit the following report of 
the work executed on the park during the year one 
thousand eight hundred and seventy: 

COMMENCEMENT OF OPERATIONS. 

The topographical survey was commenced in June 
and ground was first broken September nineteenth. 

TOPOGRAPHICAL SURVEY. 

The topographical surveys of the park (three hun- 
dred and sixty acres), parade (fifty-five and one-half 
acres, and front (thirty two and three-quarters), have 
been completed, making a total of four hundred and 
forty-eight and one-quarter acres. 

These surveys comprise the determination by instru- 
mental leveling, and the representation by means of 
contour lines on the plan, of the undulations of the 
surface at every foot of vertical height above the city 
datum, and the locating of every tree above a certain 
size, with other existing objects. 
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By the aid of these surveys the drives, walks and 
other portions of the plan have been laid out, so as to 
take advantage of the best features of the ground. 

PLANS. 

With a view to saving as much time as possible this 
season, Messrs. Olmsted & Vaux, the landscape archi- 
tects to the commission, prepared (in anticipation of 
the completed plan) a general plan of the drives and 
lake on the Park, which was adopted, and formed the 
basis of operations. 

They are now engaged in studying out the detailed 
plan, as to walks, planting and other features 

FENCING. 

A substantial post and board fence has been erected, 
under contract, by Mr. John Gisel, on the boundary 
line of the Park; on Humboldt Parkway, from Main 
street to the circle, and on Lincoln Parkway, from the 
Park to Forest avenue, being a total length of one 
thousand three hundred and eighty-five rods. 

PLOUGHING. 

Two hundred and thirty acres of the Park have been 
thoroughly ploughed, and two hundred and ten acres 
have been harrowed. 

AGRICULTURAL DRAINING. 

Thirteen hundred feet of main drain have been laid. 

GRADING SURFACE. 

About fifteen acres have been partially graded, and 
about twenty acres have been cleared of stumps, 
bushes, etc. 
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THINNING AND CLEARING WOODS. 

The woods west of Delaware street have been 
worked over, the decayed and small trees cut down, 
and the stumps dug out and prepared for removal. 

The trees on the area of the road junction, north of 
the circle, have been cut down and cleared away. 

NURSERY. 

The land . for the site of the nursery has been 
ploughed, and a considerable quantity of rich vege- 
table mold has been taken from the swamp east of 
Delaware street and worked into the surface soil to 
add to its fertility, at a considerably less cost and to a 
more lasting advantage than that of any ordinary farm 
manure procurable. 

Purchases of young trees, shrubs and other nursery 
stock have been made from the nurseries at Rochester 
and elsewhere, of which four thousand have been re- 
ceived and heeled in, in a sheltered position, to await 
transference to the nursery in the spring. 

Two thousand young native trees have been pro- 
cured from the neighboring woods, at a very reasonable 
rate, and heeled in. Four thousand five hundred of 
alders, dogwood, etc., have been taken from the swamp 
and heeled in, making a total of ten thousand five hun- 
dred received and heeled in, and thirty-two thousand 
one hundred and ninety-seven ordered for delivery in 
the spring. 

In addition to these, a quantity of trees which were 
not procurable at any nurseries in this country, have 
been ordered from abroad. 
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LAKE. 

The detailed plans, etc., for the formation of the lake 
have been prepared, and a contract has been entered 
into with Mr. Isaac Holloway for the execution of that 
portion of it which is situated west of Delaware street, 
amounting to thirty-two acres, out of forty-six and 
one-half. 

He has commenced operations, and has engaged to 
complete the work by the first of July, one thousand 
eight hundred and seventy-one. 

The plans and details of the permanent dam, bridge, 
etc., are under consideration, so as to commence build- 
ing as early as practicable in the spring. 

The bushes and some of the trees, east of Delaware 
street, have been cut down in anticipation of the flood- 
ing of that portion on completion of the other part. 

DRIVES. 

The grading of the drive on the south side of the 
Park, from the circle towards Delaware street, has been 
commenced, and one thousand six hundred feet are 
nearly completed, ready for the stone foundation. 

These drives are intended to be thirty-five feet wide, 
including gutters, and to be constructed in a thorough- 
ly solid and substantial manner, similar to the drives in 
Central Park, New York, or Brooklyn Park. 

The road-bed having been graded and shaped to the 
proper form, and, when necessary, rolled, a foundation 
of flat-bedded rubble stone from the quarries on the 
Park, averaging six inches in thickness, will first be 
laid, the interstices being packed with chips to prevent 
movement. 



17 

On this foundation a thickness of four inches of 
broken stones will be laid, and thoroughly rolled by a 
steam roller of fifteen tons weight. 

A coating of two inches of gravel free from dirt will 
be then laid on, and watered and rolled to a smooth 
hard surface. 

The gutters will be two feet wide, formed of Medina 
sandstone or cobble stones. 

To ensure a thorough drainage of the subsoil, a tile 
drain will be laid under each gutter discharging into 
the silt b/isins. 

The gutters will empty into silt basins or receivers, 
placed three hundred feet apart, provided with cast- 
iron inlet gratings, and outlets communicating with a 
main drain. 

STEAM ROLLER. 

A Steam roller of fifteen tons (thirty-three thousand 
six hundred pounds) weight has been ordered from 
Mr. David Bell. 

HOUSE FOR SUPERINTENDENT OF PLANTING. 

It being considered advisable that the superintend- 
ent of planting (Mr. McMillan) should reside on the 
park, one of the houses purchased with the land, on 
Soldiers' Place, was moved to the southern extremity 
of the Park east of Delaware street, near the nursery, 
and partially fitted up for his occupation. 

CONTRIBUTIONS OF ANIMALS. 

A pair of young deer, male and female, have been 
presented to the commission by Jacob E. Bergtold, 



i8 

Esq., and owing to want of suitable accommodation 
within the Park, have been temporarily placed in care 
of Mr. E. R. Jewett. 

THE FRONT. 

The plan of laying out the front has been settled, 
and the necessary details prepared for carrying out the 
work, but, pending negotiations with the United States 
authorities as to constructing the drive through the 
fort grounds, operations have not been commenced. 

THE PARADE. 

The plan for laying out the parade has been received 
from Messrs. Olmsted & Vaux. 

A post and board fence has been erected on the 
boundary line. 

Eleven and a half acres have been tile drained, and 
six hundred and thirty-five feet of main drain laid. 

Twenty-seven acres have been ploughed. 

A considerable extent of the wood has been worked 
over, decayed trees cut down, and thinned generally. 

I have great pleasure in acknowledging the efficient 
assistance rendered by Mr. Mx:Millan, not only in his 
own department, but in that of general construction. 

GEORGE KENT RADFORD, 

Chief Engineer. 
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Amount appropriated by Common Council . . $350,000 00 
The total expenditures to Dec. 31, 1870, were: 

For payment of awards $294,166.66 

For expenses in acquiring title 10,991.19 305,157.85 

Balance in treasury after payment for lands. $ 44,842.15 

FOR MAINTENANCE. 

Office expenses (Commissioners) $ 473.07 

Salary of Secretary 1,650.00 

Miscellaneous 13.04 

Total I 2,136.11 

FOR IMPROVEMENT. 

Plans and designs $ 2,383.45 

Original surveys by Vom Berge and Davy. . . 1,395.31 

Salary of Engineer 1,885.00 

Engineer corps, horses, wagons, forage, etc.. 2,416.52 

Salary Superintendent of planting 500.00 

Teams and labor 6,365.23 

Trees, shrubs, etc 1,005. ^4 

Tools and implements 352. 61 

Office expenses (Engineers) 290.88 

Printing, stationery, advertising, etc.. 798.26 

Manure 51.00 

Construction of fences 4,361.83 

Tiles and draining 1.353.00 

Moving and repairing house 931*32 

Miscellaneous 62. 76 26,288. 72 

Balance in treasury, Dec. 31, 1870 $ 18, 553-43 
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To the Honorable COMMON COUNCIL of the City of 
Buffalo: 

The Park Commissioners, in accordance with the 
provisions of the statute creating the Board, respect- 
fully present to your honorable body their second annual 
report. 

The work of improving the lands taken for park pur- 
poses commenced in September, one thousand eight 
hundred and seventy. The operations of the Commis- 
sioners up to the close of that year were reported to 
your honorable body in January last. The expendi- 
tures for improvements to the first of January, one 
thousand eight hundred and seventy-one, amounted to 
twenty four thousand one hundred and fifty-two dollars 
and sixty-one cents. The expenditures during the 
year one thousand eight hundred and seventy-one, for 
the same purpose, amount to one hundred and sixty- 
nine thousand nine hundred and forty-one dollars and 
thirty-four cents, making a total of one hundred and 
ninety-four thousand ninety-three dollars and ninety- 
five cents expended since the commencement of opera- 
tions. There was expended for maintenance, during 
the year one thousand eight hundred and seventy, the 

[10] 



sum of two thousand one hundred and thirty-six dollars 
and eleven cents, and in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and seventy-one, the sum of six thousand three 
hundred and eighty- two dollars and forty-four cents, 
making a total of eight thousand five hundred and 
eighteen dollars and fifty-five cents disbursed from the 
general fund since the organization of the Board. 

The statement of the expenditures, in our last report, 
so far as they related to the amount paid as awards for 
the lands taken, and the expenses incident to their ac- 
quisition, could not be correctly given, for the reason 
that all the claims had not been settled at the time the 
report was made. 

The following statement is, therefore,- presented as 
giving the actual amount of these expenditures and the 
condition of the fund at the close of the year one 
thousand eight hundred and seventy-one. 



FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 
1870. 

Amount appropriated by Common 
Council $350,000.00 

Paid for awards for lands taken. $294,065.71 

Paid for expenses attending ac- 
quisition of title 10,423.64 304,489.35 

Leaving balance to credit of Im- 
provement Fund $ 45,5 10.65 

Drafts against same in 1870 26,288.72 

Balance in treasury, Jan. i, 1871. $ 19,221.93 
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1871. 

Balance in treasury, Jan. i, 1871. $ 19,221.93 

Amount appropriated by Common 

Council 150,000.00 

Received for sale of buildings, 

lumber, rent, etc 3*133.00 

Received from General Fund,i87o 3,282.11 

Received from Maintenance Fund, 

187 1 2,591.86 

Received from secretary and 

treasurer, balance on account 

of pay rolls 99-43 

$178,328.33 
Drafts drawn in 1871 169,976.16 

Balance in treasury, Jan. i, 1872. $ 8,352.17 

The report of the Engineer in charge, which is an- 
nexed, shows the extent and character of the work 
prosecuted during the past year. 

THE PARK. 

The area east of Delaware street, excepting about 
eighteen acres, the nurseries and the grove south of 
the Lake, have been drained with tile and pipe, varying 
from one and a quarter to twelve inches in diameter. 
Eighty-two thousand seven hundred and eleven feet, 
or fifteen and sixty-six one hundredths miles of tile 
have been laid down. One hundred and sixty-three 
acres, including the groves north and south of the Lake, 
have been worked, the irregular portions graded so as 
to secure even surfaces and graceful undulations 



8 

Eighty-three acres have been re-plowed and partially 
graded, making a total of two hundrtd and forty-six 
acres worked during the season. Twenty-nine thousand 
cubic yards of material excavated from the Lake have 
been spread over the land east and west of Delaware 
street, and a considerable amount of grubbing, clean- 
ing, thinning the woods, pruning trees, etc., has been 
executed. Owing to the severe drouth that prevailed 
during the summer, the finishing and seeding was not 
completed until late in September. 

The excavation of the Lake west of Delaware street 
has been completed, with the exception of the removal 
of the dike bank and temporary dam, and the grading 
of the slopes on the north side. The reasons for not 
completing this work are explained by the Engineer. 
The removal of the dike bank and temporary dam is 
deferred until the excavation of that portion of the 
Lake east of Delaware street is undertaken. 

The Lake, so far as completed, is filled with water 
to the level of the waste weir, giving a depth of about 
three feet four inches. This depth will be maintained 
during the winter season. During the summer it will 
be raised to six feet by closing the gates. 

The piers and abutments of the Bridge are mainly 
completed, and the wood work is in readiness to put 
up in the spring. The bridge will have three spans, 
each thirty-three feet in the clear. The carriage-way 
will be thirty-five feet wide. Projections from the 
latter, forming recesses provided with seats, will be 
constructed in the center of each span. The structure, 
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when completed, will be of the most substantial char- 
acter. 

The permanent dam and waste weir at the west end 
of the Lake is completed, with the exception of fixing 
the gates and lifting gear. There will be ten gates, 
each five feet wide and two feet eight inches high. 
When closed, they will retain the water in the Lake at 
a depth of six feet, and upon the occurrence of rain 
storms, can be raised to allow the escape of an extra- 
ordinary overflow, the capacity of the weir being suffic- 
ient, in the estimation of the Engineer, to discharge 
the flood waters of the creek. 

A dock for keeping small boats used on the Lake, and 
a landing-place, has been built on the south side of the 
Lake, a short distance east of the Bridge. 

About twenty-one hundred feet of the drive on the 
south side of the Park have been constructed with stone 
foundation, covered with gravel, rolled to a hard sur- 
face. In addition, about six hundred feet of drive 
have been graded and the stone foundation laid. Silt 
basins connected with the draining pipes have been 
placed at suitable distances apart to carry off the water 
from the gutters. The drives on the west, north and 
east sides of the Park, eight thousand and fifty feet in 
length, with branches to Amherst street, have been 
graded, and been extensively used by the public since 
the fourth of July. 

A temporary bridge, one hundred and forty-five 'feet 
in length, has been constructed over the ravine east of 
Delaware street. 

The nursery stock was all set out early in May, and 
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with the exception of the evergreens, some of which 
sufifered during the drought, is in excellent condition. 
The most casual observer who visits the Park cannot 
fail to notice the improvement made in the general ap 
pearance of the grounds since the commencement of 
operations. The beautiful str'^tch of lawn dotted with 
full-grown trees, which meets the eye from the Con- 
course, presents a view which has commanded general 
admiration. 

THE FRONT. 

The work on the Front during the past year included 
the grading of the Play Ground and Terrace. The 
Play Ground contains seven acres. The slopes of the 
Terrace and Play Ground have been seeded. Much 
remains to be done at this point to put it into a condi- 
tion for use. The drives and walks have not been 
graded. 

The Front cannot fail to become a popular place of 
resort during the summer months, and it is the desire 
of the Commissioners to finish it as soon as possible. 
We think it practicable to complete the work of con- 
struction next season, and to give the public full use 
of this attractive resort. 

THE PARADE. 

Thirty acres of the Parade have been graded, man- 
ured, plowed and seeded. In addition six acres have 
been plowed and partially graded. Fifty-one thousand 
four hundred and nine feet tile have been laid, securing 
the thorough drainage of these grounds. The grove 
has been worked over and nearly finished. The drives 
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and walks west of Walden street have been graded. 
The work on the Parade has been retarded for the 
reason that it was inconvenient to the public to close 
Walden street until a new street was opened. 

The Commissioners desire to continue the work of 
construction on the Parade with a view to its immedi- 
ate completion, and to this end the closing of Walden 
street becomes a necessity, and a new street or streets 
on the north and east sides should be opened, so that 
access may be obtained to Genesee street without using 
the drives in the Parade as traffic roads. 

The importance of connecting the Parade by means 
of a wide avenue with William street was presented t ) 
the Council in our last report. We beg leave to again 
direct your attention to this subject. 

The Commissioners have not, up to the present time, 
made any statement of the expenditures which they 
would advise the city to make upon this system of 
parks. The Act of the Legislature required us, in 
selecting and locating the lands, to have *' in view " 
" the present condition and future growth and wants 
of the city.*' The plans which were adopted were 
meant to meet this double purpose — not to be beyond 
our present ability, and yet to be sufficient for the 
future. We have never thought that the whole work 
could be done at once. But we are confident that, 
at an expense quite within the means of the mu- 
nicipality, the Front and the Parade can be finished, 
the parkways made fit for use, and the most important 
portions of the Park completed. Careful estimates, in 
which the experience of the last two years gives us 
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confidence, have been made, and we think that the 
sum of four hundred thousand dollars, in addition to 
the amount already appropriated, will accomplish all 
that for many years the city will require. To another 
generation the Park will be the object of municipal 
pride, and will be associated with the holiday pleasures 
of the people, and it is hardly worth while to speculate 
as to the expenditure which will then be cheerfully 
made for its improvement and ornamentation. 

This system of public grounds, including the pur- 
chase of the land, will cost us less than one million dol- 
lars. We earnestly recommend tha: the work of im- 
provement should be carried forward by such annual 
appropriations as will, at the end of two years, advance 
it to the condition we have described. Experience else- 
where, not only in the larger cities, but even more 
noticeable in the smaller ones, has shown that Pa'^ks 
are the sources of public profit. The eminent statisti- 
cian, Mr. David A. Wells, in the report which is em- 
bodied in Governor Hoflman's annual message, demon- 
strates that the millions expended upon Central Park 
have so enhanced the value of the adjacent property, 
that, by the increase of taxable valuation, the Park has 
not only cost New York nothing, but has actually 
yielded to the city a large revenue. Similar results will 
follow here. Already a large increase has been made in 
the valuation of neighboring lands. Important im- 
provements are in progress upon the lines of the park- 
ways; a railroad has been located with reference to 
conveying visitors to the Parade and the Park; a line 
of omnibuses is projected upon Delaware street, and a 
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number of citizens have purchased building sites in the 
vicinity of these grounds. Instances have come to our 
knowledge of persons, who, seeking a residence, have 
been drawn to this city by the attraction which this 
enterprise has given to Bufifalo. If these influences are 
so powerful now, when there are no walks nor completed 
roads, nor places of resort, to what force will they not 
grow when lawn and lake, shaded walks and easy drives, 
shall every day draw thither thousands of our people ? 

This work is peculiarly a popular one. The rich do 
not need it. They can easily surround their houses 
with beautiful grounds. The Park is for the people, 
for the masses of the people. This popular quality 
already shows itself in the fact that a large proportion 
of the visitors last year came in the carts and wagons 
which they use in their business. 

The Commissioners feel it to be their duty to call 
the attention of the Council to the action of the 
Assessors, by which the whole cost of the Parks and 
their improvement has been thrown upon the general 
fund. The intent of the law is unmistakable. One- 
half of all taxes to pay the principal and interest of the 
bonds issued by the city is required " to be levied and 
collected exclusively upon and from the lands deemed 
to have been benefited by the improvement in this act 
provided for." Such provisions of law are common, 
and are to be found in every charter which has been 
granted to the cities of this State. To declare that all 
the property in the city is benefited, and thus to bring 
the whole charge upon the general fund, is a plain 
violation of the law and of the duty which was imposed 

lui 
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upon the Assessors. At the last session of the Legis- 
lature, an amendatory act was passed, which was 
designed to carry out the intention of the original act. 
By that act it is provided that *^ the said Assessors 
shall not deem the lands so benefited to embrace all 
the lands in said city of Buffalo/' and that the one-half 
of the taxes ^' shall be assessed, apportioned, levied and 
collected exclusively upon the lands lying in the 
vicinity of, and which are directly benefited by said 
improvements.'' We recommend the Council to in- 
quire whether further legislation is needed to secure 
the proper distribution of taxation for Park purposes. 
A detailed statement of the expenditures made by 
the Commissioners has been filed with the City Comp- 
troller, and an abstract thereof is appended hereto. 

Respectfully submitted, 

PASCAL P. PRATT, President. 
ALEXANDER BRUSH, 
DEXTER P. RUMSEY, 
JOHN GREINER, Jr., 
LEWIS P. DAYTON, 
JOSEPH WARREN, 
EDWIN T. EVANS, 
SHERMAN S. JEWETT, 
RICHARD FLACH, 
JAMES MOONEY, 
JOHN CRONYN, 
DENNIS BOWEN, 
WILLIAM DORSHEIMER. 
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Engineer's Office, January i, 1872. 

To the Board of Park Commissioners of the City 
of Buffalo: 

Gentlemen: I beg to submit the following report of 
operations during the year one thousand eight hundred 
and seventy-one: 

Work upon the " Park " progressed to a small extent 
during the early part of the year, in clearing the woods, 
grading, etc., but it was not until April that operations 
fairly commenced. 

Work was suspended on the eleventh of November. 

The laboring force employed averaged as follows: 



Men. Teams. 

January 32 6 

February 43 7 

March 52 5 

April 175 24 

May 940 50 

June 292 60 



Men. Teams. 

July 250 38 

August .255 40 

September 175 35 

October 35 7 

November 13 4 

December 2 o 



draining. 

The area cast of Delaware street, with the exception 
of about fifteen acres, the nurseries, and the grove 



i6 

south of the lake, have been tile-drained wherever 
necessary. The length of tiles and pipes laid have 
been: 



59,771 feet of iX 

7,385 feet of 2 

5,833 feet of 3 

2,821 feet of 4 

2,588 feet of 6 

4,613 feet of 9 

200 feet of 12 



nch tiles, with collars, 
nch tiles. 

nch tiles, with collars, 
nch socket pipe, 
nch socket pipe, 
nch socket pipe, 
nch socket pipe. 



Total, 82,711 feet, or 15.66. miles. 

The mains at present discharge into the gullies, but 
will eventually be continued to the Lake. 

GRADING, SURFACING, AND PREPARING FOR AND 

SEEDING. 

One hundred and sixty-three acres, including the 
groves, north and south of the Lake, have been worked 
over, the rough and irregular portions graded, the too 
prominent knolls reduced, and the abrupt hollows 
filled up, so as to secure even surfaces, and graceful 
undulations, thereby producing not only a pleasing 
effect to the eye, but assuring an effective surface 
drainage. Owing to the severe droughts, the final finish- 
ing and seeding was very much delayed, and it was not 
until the nineteenth of September that this was com- 
pleted. 

Eighty-three acres have been re-plowed, muck spread, 
and partially graded, making a total of two hundred 
and forty-six acres worked upon. 
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Twenty-nine thousand cubic yards of the material 
excavated from the lake have been spread on the land 
east and west of Delaware street. 

A considerable amount of work in grubbing, clear- 
ing, and thinning of woods, pruning trees, etc., has 
also been executed. 

The small pool in the woods has been partially 
formed. 

LAKE. 

The excavation of the Lake west of Delaware street, 
under Mr. HoUoway's contract, was suspended for 
about two months in the winter, owing to floods, but 
was completed by the fifth of September, with the 
exception of the removal of the temporary dike bank 
and dam. 

The condition of the masonry work of the Bridge, 
and the finishing and trimming up of the slopes, etc., 
of the islands, promontories and banks, did not admit of 
the removal of the dike bank, and dam, at that time; 
and subsequently, the risk of interruption to the work 
from floods, together with want of funds for that pur- 
pose, have combined to defer the removal, until the 
excavation of the portion of the Lake east of Delaware 
street is undertaken. 

A considerable amount of work was executed by our 
own force, in trimming up and forming the slopes of 
the islands, promontories, banks, etc., not included in 
Mr. HoUoway's contract. 

The Lake was filled up to the level of the waste 
weir, by an influx of water from the creek, during the 
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gale of the fifteenth of October, giving a depth of three 
feet four inches, and has since maintained that level. 
There is no perceptible leakage, and the quantity of 
water flowing over the waste weir during the dry period 
of September and October, which is derived entirely 
from springs, was fully that which I had calculated 
upon last year, as being required to supply the loss 
from evaporation during the summer months. 

It is intended to establish the depth of water in 
summer at six feet, and in winter at three feet four 
inches. 

BRIDGE OVER LAKE. 

The construction of this Bridge has been partly by 
contract and partly by our own force. 

The masonry contract was taken by Messrs. Thomas 
Dark & Sons, and the carpentry, iron-work and paint- 
ing by Mr. William Baynes. 

The Bridge is to have three spans, or openings, each 
thirty-three feet in the clear, consisting of arch trusses 
in timber, supported by stone piers and abutments. 

The stone for this purpose was principally procured 
from the quarries in the Park. 

The trusses are designed in timber, for the sake of 
present economy, but with proper care and attention 
they will last for many years, and if desired, can event- 
ually be replaced by an. iron structure of similar design. 

The width of the carriage-way between the curbs 
will be thirty-five feet, with sidewalks, or foot-paths, 
of ten feet each, making fifty-five feet between the 
parapets. Projections from the foot-paths, forming 



'9 

balcony recesses, and provided with seats, will be con- 
structed in the center of each span. 

The foundations consist of piles and concrete. It 
was intended to have had the Bridge completed by 
September, but owing to delay in commencing work 
upon the foundation piling, arising from water, and the 
subsequently increased work and delay, on account of 
the bad foundation, the progress of the work was so far 
delayed as to prevent the erection of the superstructure 
at the time contemplated. 

So far as the construction is concerned, this is an 
advantage, as allowing the timber more time for 
seasoning, and so insuring better fitting eventually. 

There is still a portion of the coping to set, but the 
Bridge can easily be completed by the time the ap- 
proach roads are ready. 

PERMANENT DAM AND WASTE WEIR. 

The Permanent Dam and Waste Weir at the west 
end of the Lake is completed, except the fixing of the 
gates and lifting gear connected therewith, and the 
hand rail of the foot bridge. 

The Waste Weir consists of a timber framed struc- 
ture, planked and caulked on the outside, and filled 
with hydraulic concrete, with stone abutments, and 
wing walls, and piled and planked apron. 

Cast iron standards, forming supports for a foot 
bridge and guides for the gates, are fixed on the 
framing. 

The gates are ten in number, each five feet clear 
opening, and two feet eight inches high, with proper 
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lifting gear, so that when shut they will retain the 
water at six feet in depth, and upon the occurrence of 
rain storms, can easily be lifted by two men, to allow 
of the escape of flood waters. 

The discharging capacity of the weir has been based 
on the best information procurable, as to the extent of 
the floods in Scajacquada Creek. 

BOATING DOCK AND LANDING. 

The walls of the Boating Dock and Landing are 
built, and the timber coping of the Landing fixed. 

DRIVES. 

The Drive on the south side of the Park, from the 
junction east of Delaware street, for a distance of two 
thousand one hundred feet, has been completed, with 
stone foundation, gravel surface, gutters, silt basins and 
drainage, and six hundred feet in addition is graded 
and stone foundation laid. 

The Carriage Concourse, near the Humboldt Circle 
is*graded. 

The Drive, on the west, north and east sides, eight 
thousand and fifty feet in length, (including branches 
to Amherst street,) connecting with the South Drive, 
has been graded, and was opened for use as a dirt road 
on the fourth of July. 

Side drains, silt basins and connections have been 
provided for this length, where most required. A 
substantial temporary bridge, one hundred and forty- 
five feet in length, has been constructed to carry the 
drive over the gully, near the junction. 
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The materials for the foundation of the Drive have 
been procured from the quarries on the Park. 

STONE BREAKER. 

A Stone Breaker, Engine and Boiler, were purchased 
and set to work in June with satisfactory results. 

STEAM ROAD ROLLER. 

The Steam Road Roller, constructed by Mr. David 
Bell, was delivered in June, and after getting fairly 
started, has been working satisfactorily. 

WATER SUPPLY. 

Two Watering Carts were purchased and have been 
employed, attending to the Breaker and Roller, and 
also sprinkling the Drive and Delaware street from the 
Cemetery entrance. 

A six-inch iron pipe has been laid across the Lake, 
adjoining the Bridge, in anticipation of a future water 
supply from the City Water Works. 

NURSERIES. 

Three Nurseries have been established on the Park, 
viz.: adjoining Delaware street, south of the Lake; be- 
tween the South Drive and the Cemetery; and north 
of Amherst street. 

The ground for these was thoroughly drained and 
prepared, and the whole of the stock was delivered 
and planted out by the first week in May. 

Some of the evergreens have suffered from the severe 
droughts, but with these exceptions, the stock is in 
first rate condition, and has been maintained with a 
very, moderate expenditure. A list of the stock is 
hereto appended. 

[12] 
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PORTABLE TRACK AND CARS. 

The Cars and Track, which were procured in the 
early part of the year, have been constantly and profit- 
ably employed in removing the material from the Lake 
on to the land east of Delaware street, in grading, and 
in the construction of the Drive, with a very considera- 
ble saving in the cost of hauling. 

» 

FRONT. 

The work upon the Front was commenced April 
thirteenth, and suspended July eighth, and comprised 
the grading of the Play Ground and Terrace, the pre- 
paring for and seeding down the Play Ground (seven 
and one-half acres), and slopes of the Terrace . 

This work was executed by our own force. 

PARADE. 

Work upon the Parade was commenced May twenty- 
second, and suspended September nineteenth. 

DRAINING. 

The entire area has been thoroughly tile-drained, the 
mains discharging partly into the culvert on Adams 
street, and partly into a natural water course, near 
the toll-gate. 

The length of tiles and pipe laid is 

44,804 feet of i}i inch tile and collar. 

880 feet of 3 inch tile and collar. 

50 feet of 4 inch pipe. 

3,725 feet of 6 inch pipe. 

1,800 feet of 9 inch pipe. 

150 feet of 12 inch pipe. 



Total, 51,409 feet, or 9.73 miles. 
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GRADING, SURFACING, PREPARING FOR AND SEEDING. 

Thirty-one and three-fourths acres have been graded, 
manured, plowed and worked to an even and regular 
surface and seeded down. 

Six and one-fourth acres have been plowed and par- 
tially graded. . 

The Grove has been worked over and nearly finished, 
so far as regards the thinning out, and clearing for road, 
paths, etc. 

DRIVE AND WALKS, 

Four thousand and forty feet of the Drive around the 
Parade Ground, and three thousand four hundred and 
twenty feet of the walks connected therewith, west of 
Walden street, have been graded, ready for the super- 
structure. 

The drainage arrangements, except silt basins and 
connections, are completed. 

It was impracticable to complete the work on the 
Parade Ground, and Drive and Walk, owing to the fact 
of Walden street crossing the east end, which could not 
be closed conveniently until another street was opened 
to accommodate the traffic of the neighborhood. 

PROSPECT PARKS. 

The small Parks on Niagara street have been kept in 
order, gravel walks cleaned up, and grass mowed. 

One man ha3 been in constant attendance, with occa- 
sional assistance when required. 
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QUARRYING BY BOARD OF MANAGERS OF THE BUFFALO 
STATE ASYLUM FOR THE INSANE. 

In July permission was given to the Managers of 
the Buffalo State Asylum for the Insane, to take stone 
from the quarries at the Park, providing the quarrying 
was carried on to your satisfaction, and that the chips 
and strippings should belong to the Park. This they 
have been doing, and a considerable stock of material 
for roads has been economically secured for future op- 
erations. 

The track and cars, machines, tools and implements, 
are in fair condition, and with the usual overhauling 
will be ready for ne>ct season's work. 

I have again to acknowledge the great assistance 
rendered by Mr. McMillan in various departments of 
the work. 

GEORGE KENT RADFORD, 

Chief Engineer, 



UST OF TREES, SHRUBS. ETC., IN 

NURSERIES. 





DECIDUOUS. 






Order of Family. 


Common Name. Tree, Shrub or Vine. 


No. 


Crowfoot. 


Blue Clematis, 


Vine, 


6 


« 


Vine Bower Clematis, 


(( 


12 


Magnolia. 


Cucumber Tree, 


Tree, 


91 


it 


Great-leaved Magnolia, 


tt 


5 


<< 


Umbrella Magnolia, 


tt 


10 


« 


•Chinese Magnolia, 


tt 


4 


<{ 


Soulange's Chinese Magnolia, 


tt 


4 


(( 


Tulip Tree, 


it 

4 


2185 


it 


Norbert's Magnolia, 


tt 


5 


Barberry. 


Common Barberry, 


Shrub, 


100 


ti 


Purple-leaved Barberry, 


tt 


178 


tt 


Holly-leaved Mahonia, 


(t 


28 


St John's Wort 


. Shrubby St. John's Wort, 


tt 


24 


Tamarisk. 


French Tamarisk, 


tt 


596 


Mallow. 


Sh'by Althaea or Rose of Sharon 


, " 


783 


Linden. 


Basswood, 


'Tree, 


791 


tt 


White Linden, 


(( 


20 


it 


European Linden, 


tt 


60 


Rue. 


Hop Tree, 


tt 


50 


Cashew. 


Venetian Sumac, 


Shrub, 


60 


tt 


Purple Fringe, or Smoke Bush, 


it 




tt 


Staghorn Sumac, 


tt 


50 


Vine. 


Sterile Vine, 


Vine, 


*S 


4( 


Variegated Cissus, 


tt 


*S 


tt 


Virginia Creeper, 


tt 


100 


Buckthorn. 


New Jersey Tea, 


Shrub, 


*s 
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i! Order of Family. 


Common Name. Tree, Shrub or Vine 


. No. 


; Staff Tree. 


Climbing Bitter Sweet, 


Vine, 


25 


i( 


Burning Bush, 


Shrub, 


28 




Variegated Creep'g Euonymus, 


Vine, 


12 


Soapberry, 


Chinese Kolreuteria, 


Tree, 


35 


u 


Common Horse Chestnut, 


« 


100 


it 


Double Flowering Chestnut, 


u 


5 


n 


Sycamore Maple, 


(( 


250 


(C 


Norway Maple, 


*.< 


371 


a 


Red Colchicum Maple, 


(( 


25 


u 


Montpelier Maple, 


(( 


25 


it 


Large-leaved Maple, 


« 


12 


<< 


Sugar Maple, 


a 


679 


« 


White, or Silver Maple, 


u 


339 


(( 


English Field Maple, 


u 


93 


t< 


Ash-leaved Maple, 


« 


250 


Pulse, 


English Laburnum, 


« 


10 


u 


Scotch Laburnum, 


(( 


10 


<i 


False Indigo, 


Shrub, 


10 


(( 


Clammy Locust, 


u 


5 


;i< 


Chinese Wistaria, 


Vine, 


50 


(( 


Virgilia Yellow Wood, 


Tree, 


245 


u 


Japan Sophora, 


<( 


20 


n 


Redbud, or Judas Tree, 


Shrub, 


50 


u 


Kentucky Coffee Tree, 


Tree, 


48 


t< 


Besson's Acacia, 


u 


5 


<< 


Honey Locust, 


({ 


46 


i* 


Moss Acacia, 


u 


15 


Rose. 


Dwarf Flowering Almond, 


Shrub, 


21 


u 


Large Flowering Almond, 


« 


25 


• 


Bird Cherry, 


Tree, 


60 


it 


Double Flowering Plum, 


« 


50 


<( 


Mahaleb Cherry, 


Shrub, 


5 


<< 


Nine-bark Spircea, 


u 


670 


<( 


Hardback Spircea, 


(( 


120 


t( 


Common Meadow Sweet, 


u 


600 


(( 


Red Flowering Meadow Sweet, 


u 


300 


(( 


Cluster Flowering Spiroea, 


it 


480 
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Order of F^ily. 


Common Name. Tree, S 


Rose, 


Fortune's Spiroea, 


u • 


Siberian Spircea, 


<( 


White Flowering Spiroea, 


<i 


Hawthorn-leaved Spiroea, 


(( 


Reeve's Spiroea, 


u 


Plum leaved Spiroea, 


(( 


Rowan-leaved Spiroea, 


u 


Elm-leaved Spiroea, 


Cl 


Japan Kerria, 


u 


Shrubby Cinquefoil, 


i 


Purple Flowering Raspberry, 


1 « 

1 


Scarlet Thorn, 


it 

i 


Christ Thorn, 


<( 


Chinese Flowering Apple, 


« 


Siberian Crab, 


« 


Mountain Ash, 


« 


Oak- leaved Mountain Ash, 


« 


Japan Quince, 


Saxifrage, 


Missouri Currant, 


(i 


Red Flowering Currant, 


« 


Scentless Mock Orange, 


« 


Broad- leaved Mock Orange, 


u 


Graceful Deutzia, 


u 


Rough-barked Deutzia, 


• 


Garden Hydrangea, 


u 


Wild Hydrangea, 


it 


Oak-leaved Hydrangea, 


Witch Hazel. 


Sweet Gum, Bilsted Tree, 


■ Ginseng. 


Hercules Club, 


« 


English Ivy, 


Dogwood. 


Cornelian Cherry, • 


« 


Variegated Cornelian Cherry, 


« 


European Red Osier, 


« 


Wild Red Osier, 


Honeysuckle. 


Snowberry, 


it 


Coral Berry, 


it 


Trumpet Honeysuckle, 



Shrub, 40 

39 
340 

32 
385 
50 
25 
69 

20 
20 



i( 



a 



n 



a 



i< 



« 



(( 



(( 



a 



a 



a 



a 



a 



it 



it 



a 



it 



it 



it 



a 



it 



tt 



it 



tt 



it 



Tree, 



it 



Vine, 
Tree, 
Shrub, 



it 



it 



tt 



it 



Vine, 



23 
6 

20 

3 

41 

49 

35 
132 

99 
445 
534 

28 

640 

50 

50 

13 
100 

94 
36 

159 
10 

370 
600 

180 

500 

12 
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Order of Family. 


Common Name. Tree, 


Shrub or Vine 


I. No. 


Honeysuckle. 


English Woodbine, 


Vine, 


12 


n 


Yellow Honeysuckle, 


a • 


12 


a 


Japan " 


4( 


•50 


n 


Hall's new " 


« 


12 


it 


Chinese " 


i( 


50 


it 


Tartarian ** 


Shrub, 


500 


n 


English Fly " 


ti 


80 


it 


Ledebour's " 


a 


25 


« 


Bush *' 


a 


100 


i< 


Frag't Japan Bush Honeys'kle, " 


120 


(( 


High Bush Cranberry, 


ti 


52 


t( 


Snow Ball, 


it 


31 


n 


Weigela, 


it 


889 


a 


Wayfaring Tree, 


it 


63 


(. 


Yellow-leaved Elder, 


a 


40 


K 


Cut-leaved Elder, 


it 


200 


U 


Variegated-leaved Elder, 


a 


48 


Heath. 


Rhododendron, 


a 


33 


Bignonia. 


Trumpet Creeper, 


Vine, 


100 


« 


Bunge*s Catalpa, 


Shrub, 


10 


n 


Syringa-leaved Catalpa, 


Tree, 


10 


it 


Koempfer's Catalpa, 


ti 


25 


Figwort. 


Chinese Pawlonia, 


it 


10 


Vervain. 


French Mulberry, 


Shrub, 


50 


Night Shade. 


Barbary Box Thorn, 


Vine, 


700 


Dogbane. 


Periwinkle, 


ti 


12 


Milkweed. 


Grecian Silk, 


a 


50 


Olive. 


Green-stemmed Forsythia, 


Shrub, 


860 


it 


Slender Forsythia, 


it 


22 


ti 


Common Lilac, 


it 


50 


i< 


Persian Lilac, 


it 


30 


n 


Common Privet, 


ti 


212 


<i 


California Privet, 


it 


764 


%i 


Flowering Ash, 


Tree, 


8 


it 


Weeping Ash, 


it 


7 


a 


White Ash, 


it 


306 


Laurel. 


Sassafras, 


it 


100 
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Order of Family. 


Common Name. Tree, 


Shmb or Vine. No. 


Oleaster. 


Silver Berry, 


Shrub 


, 50 


it 


Wild Olive, 


tt 


50 


u 


Sea Buckthorn, 


Lt 


47 


Spurge, 


Tree Box, 


ti 


5 


Nettle,. 


Wych, or Scotch Elm, 


Tree, 


38 


« 


English Elm, 


a 


1024 


<t 


Huntington Elm, 


it 


10 


« 


Purple-leaved Elm, 


a 


10 


ti 


White Elm, 


ti 


993 


« 


Hackberry, 


it 


20 


i Fig. 


White Mulberry, 


it 


25 


' Plane. 


Oriental Plane, 


ti 


no 


Walnut. 


Butternut, 


it 


25 


it 


Black Walnut, 


it 


12 


it 

1 


English Walnut, 


n 


12 


" 


Hickory, 


a 


402 


Oak. 


English Oak, 


it 


100 


it 


Turkey Oak. 


it 


10 


it 


White Oak, 


it 


250 


<( 


Pyramidal Oak, 


it 


8 


tt 


Scarlet Oak, 


it 


^250 


tt 


Spanish Chestnut, 


it 


50 


tt 

1 


Purple Beech, 


it 


SO 


tt 


Green Beech, 


it 


22 


it 


Weeping Beech, 


it 


33 


H 


Purple Filbert, 


Shrub, 


loS 


tt 


Hop Hornbeam, 


Tree, 


264 


n 


Hornbeam Blue Beech, 


it 


264 


Birch. 


Sweet, or Cherry Birch, 


it 


43 


tt 


European White Birch, 


it 


40 


tt 


Cut-leaved Birch, 


it 


99 


tt 


European Alder, 


it 


60 


Willow. 


Purple Willow, 


Shrub, 


150 


tt 


Weeping Kilmarnock Willow, 


tt 


10 


tt 


New American Willow, 


it 


10 


tt 


Shining Willow, 


it 
< 


3280 


it 


Rosemary-leaved Willow, 


it 


350 
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Order of Family. Common Name. Tree, Shrub or Vine. No. 

Willow. White Poplar, Tree, lo 

** -Weeping Poplar, " 12 

" Lombardy Poplar, " 25 

" Cottonwood Poplar, " 12 

** Balsam Poplar, " 25 

Total Deciduous Trees, 1 1,050 

" ** Shrubs, 17,502 

" " Vines, 1,301 

Total, 29,853 

Alders, Dogwood, and other shrubs taken from 

swamps and woods, 5,ooo 

34,853 

EVERGREENS. 

Pine. Austrian Pine, Tree, 495 

" Scotch Pine, " 477 

" Ayacahuite Pine, " 2 

" Dwarf Mountain Pine, " 16 

" Jeffrey's " "10 

**• Japan " " 10 

" White " " 356 

" Himalayan ** * " i 

" Swiss Stone, " ' " 43 

Pine (Abies) White Spruce, " 177 

" Norway Spruce, " 952 

" Himalayan Spruce, " 12 

" Menzies* " " 19 

" Eastern " " 44 

" Gregory's " " 30 

*' Hemlock ** <« 485 

" Douglass' " " 10 

Pine (Picea) Balsam Fir, " 10 

* Hudson's Bay Fir, " 6 

" Cephalonian Silver Fir, " 10 

" Noble " " 10 

" Nordman's " " 50 
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Order of Family. 


Common Name. Tree, 


Shrab or Viae 


. No. 


Pine (Picea) 


Cilician Fir, 


Tree, 


8 


u 


Siberian " 


it 


lO 


Larix. 


European Larch, 


it 


254 


a 


Weeping Larch, 


it 


3 


n 


Koempfer's False Larch, 


it 


5 


C( 


Giant Redwood Larch, 


it 


5 


Cypress, 


Southern deciduous Cypress, 


it 


lO 


li 


Japan Retinispora, 


it 


53 


11 


Lawson's Cypress, 


it 


28 


it 


Nootka Sound Cypress, 


a 


5 


(I 


American Arbor Vitae, 


tt 


294 


u 


Siberian 


tt 


99 


u 


Parsons' ** ** 


it 


20 


a 


Heath-leav'd " 


tt 


8 


u 


Tom Thumb " *' 


tt 


8 


It 


Plicate 


it 


32 


tt 


Nepal 


tt 


25 


tt 


Common Juniper, 


tt 


16 


n 


Irish 


it 


4 


tt 


Caucassian ^* 


tt 


10 


it 


Savin 


it 


49 


tt 


Tamarisk- leaved Savin, 


tt 

• 


II 


tt 


Red Cedar, 


it 


118 


tt 


Glaucous Red Cedar, 


tt 


49 


tt 


Libro-cedrus decurrens, 


tt 


12 


tt 


Chinese Juniper, 


it 


2 


tt 


Scaled Juniper, 


tt 


10 


Yew. 


Japan Yew, 


tt 


37 


tt 


English Yew, 


it 


17 


it 


Horizontal Yew, 


it 


ZZ 


tt 


Compact Yew, 


tt 


27 


tt 


Variegated Yew, 


it 


34 


tt 


Fortune's Cephalotaxus, 


a 


50 


tt 


Yellow-fringed Yew, i-' 


it 


8 


tt 


Japan Podocarpus, 


it 


12 


it 


Maiden Hair Tree, 
iens 


it 


10 


Total F.verern 


A 


l6oo 
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GRAND TOTAL. 



Deciduous Trees, Shrubs and Vines, . . 34,853 

Evergreens, 4,600 

39,453 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT, 1871. 



• » * 



Abstract of Receipts and Expenditures. 

improvement fund. 

ReceiptSy 

Balance in treasury, J^n. i, 1871... $19,221.93 

Appropriated by Common Council, 150,000 00 

Sale of houses, lumber, rent, etc.. 3»i33-oo 
General Fund, 1870, advanced for 

expenses 3,282.11 

Maintenance Fund, 1871 2,591.86 

Balance in Secretary and Treasurer's 

hands on account of pay rolls . . 99-43 

$178,328.33 
Disburstments, 

Construction $55,567.52 

Engineer corps 4,625.87 

Engineer's office 870.96 

Fertilizers 1,607.25 

Horses, vehicles, cars and tramway . 5,905.49 

Labor 51,519-63 

Plans and designs 3,941-85 

Office expenses 732.27 

Printing, advertising and stationery, 46 1 .39 

Teams 21,091.06 

Tools, implements and machinery. 10,941.36 

Trees, shrubs and seeds 6,072.41 

Carried forward $163,337.06 
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Brought forward $163,337.06 

Superintendence 1,318.43 

Engineers of road roller and stone 

breaker.., 1,127.60 

General Fund, 1870, for advances. 3,282.11 

Miscellaneous 776.71 

Balances on account of pay rolls. . 99-43 

General Fund order, No. 1018. . . . 3482 169,976.16 



Balance in treasury, Jan. i, 1872.. . $8,352.17 

MAINTENANCE FUND. 

Receipts, 
Appropriated by Common Council . ' $8,5 19.45 

Disbursements, 

Salaries of Secretary, Superintend- 
ent, Park Keepers, etc %zfiz^'19 

Office expenses 5^9.90 

Keeping and care of animals 382.17 

Labor and repairs 890.42 

Printing, advertising and stationery. 226.16 

Miscellaneous 7.25 

Improvement fund for advances . . 2,591.86 8,518.55 

Balance to General Fund, 1872. . . .90 
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PARK COMMISSIONERS' REPORT. 
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To the HonoraBle Common Council of the City of 
Buffalo: 

In accordance with the requirements of the statute, 
the Park Commissioners respectfully present to your 
honorable body their third annual Report, which em- 
braces the operations of the Board during the year 1872. 

On the ninth day of May last an act was passed by 
the Legislature authorizing the Mayor of the city to 
appoint, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Common Council, fifteen citizens of Buffalo as a Board 
of Park Commissioners in the place of the Park Com- 
missioners appointed under the act passed April four- 
teenth, one thousand eight hundred and sixty-nine. 
The act also made the Mayor, ex-officio^ a member of 
the Board. 

By virtue of this authority His Honor the Mayor 
sent to the Common Council, on the twenty-seventh 
day of May, the names of the following gentlemen to 
constitute a new Board of Park Commissioners, with 
the terms for which they were respectfully appointed: 

William H. Peabody, A Porter Thompson, John 
Greiner, Patrick Smith and John L. Alberger for the 
term of two years. 

Michael Mesmer, Abraham Altman, Britain Holmes, 
Sherman S. Jewett and Dc Witt C. Weed, for the term 
of four years. 



Edward Bennett, Cooley S. Chapin, Edwin T. Evans, 
Dennis Bowen and Pascal P. Pratt for the term of six 
years. 

Five of the above named gentlemen were members 
of the former Board. 

On the thirtieth of July the Common Council con- 
firmed the nominations of the Mayor with the excep- 
tion of Messrs. Peabody, Thompson and Altman. 

Those whose nominations were confirmed by the 
Council duly qualified, and on the seventh day of Aug- 
ust organized by re-electing Pascal P. Pratt as President, 
and William F. Rogers as Secretary and Treasurer. 

The act also provided as follows: 

*' Sec. 2. For the purpose of laying out, improving 
and embellishing the Park or Parks, approaches thereto, 
and connecting streets, under the act to which this is 
an amendment, the bonds of the City of Buffalo to such 
an amount, not exceeding four hundred thousand dol- 
lars, as shall be necessary, shall be issued by the Mayor 
and Comptroller of said city, from time to time, as the 
same shall be required for the purposes aforesaid; pro- 
vided, however, that such bonds shall not be issued to 
exceed in am )unt one hundred thousand dollars in any 
one year, and that they shall not be disposed of or sold 
at any less than their face or par value." 

While this provision of the act is mandatory upon 
the Mayor and Comptroller to issue the bonds, it re- 
mains for the Council to fix the time of payment. 

Work was started early in April with a small force 
and continued on a limited scale until far in June, when 
operations were fairly commenced; no provision having 



been made by the Council until the eighth of July, 
when authority was granted to the Mayor and Comp- 
troller to issue the bonds of the city to the amount of 
one hundred thousand dollars. Up to this time the 
Board were compelled to depend upon the unexpended 
balance in the treasury from the preceeding year's ap- 
propriation. The delay occasioned by the want of 
funds led to serious embarrassment, and the season was 
far advanced before the Board could push forward the 
work in earnest. 

Soon after the appropriation was made the new 
Board of Commissioners entered upon their duties. A 
personal inspection of the work then in progress was 
made by them, and measures were at once adopted for 
continuing it. 

They became aware that to continue the construction 
of stone roads as contemplated by the plan would con- 
sume the entire appropriation, and make it necessary 
to abandon the work of embellishment for some time. 
The Board, therefore, determined to cause the park- 
ways and drives to be grided and drained, and placed 
in a condition to be used by the public as dirt roads. 
This, it was believed, would make them good drive- 
ways during the greater portion of the summer and 
fall, at a comparatively moderate cost, and at the same 
time enable the Board to continue other works of para- 
mount importance. 

The report of the Chief Engineer shows the nature 
and extent of the work carried on during the year. On 
account of the want of rain during the autumn months, 
followed by a very severe winter, those portions of the 
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Park seeded down the previous year were seriously dam- 
aged, requiring much of it to be worked over and re-seed- 
ed last spring. In addition a large amount of grading and 
finishing of surfaces, and seeding has been accomplished, 
while some portions, though graded, have been left 
rough plowed to be finished up during the next season. 
A.lmost the entire area has been thoroughly under- 
drained. The work on the several parkways has been 
prosecuted with all the force that could be obtained, 
and continued until the middle of November, when the 
state of the weather prevented the further prosecution 
of this work. Early in August the Bridge over the 
Lake was completed and a new avenue to the Park 
opened from Delaware street through Chapin Parkway, 
Soldier's Place and Lincoln Parkway. The dike bank 
in the lake was removed, the old buildings formerly 
used as a slaughter-house razed, and the slopes of the 
north bank completed. The transition of its rough 
features to those of graceful and pleasing forms lent 
new charms to the scenery. The several photographic 
views presented herewith, cannot fail to convince all 
how beautiful the grounds bordering on the Lake can 
be made to appear at no distant day. 

The water in the Lake has not been allowed* to rise 
to the height intended, during the year. It was allowed 
to escape through the sluiceways in the dam bank in 
order to prevent the overflow of that portion east of 
the present line of Delaware street. The work of ex- 
cavating this part of the Lake was commenced early in 
October. As it proceeded it became evident from the 
peculiar nature of the soil, that the work ought to be 
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continued and completed during the cold weather. In 
Its unfinished state it has largely detracted from the inter- 
est which the public must naturally feel in the progress 
of the work. We consider the early completion of the 
Lake to be a work of paramount importance, not only 
as completing this most essential and beautiful feature 
of the Park design, but for sanitary reasons as well. 
No one could visit the Park during the summer without 
having the offensiveness of this swamp brought prom- 
inently to his notice, and we felt that we should not be 
doing our duty to the public if we allowed the nuisance 
to exist for another season. We therefore decided to 
undertake the execution of the work during this winter, 
and from the progress already made, we have every 
reason to expect, unless prevented by unforseen causes, 
that it will be completed early in the spring. 

By an exchange of land with the Rev. J. C. Lord, and 
arrangement with the Buffalo City Cemetery Associa- 
tion, we have been enabled to proceed with the forma- 
tion of the new route of Delaware street, rendered 
necessary by the construction of the Lake, without re- 
quiring the purchase of additional territory. Legisla- 
tive action will be required to coiisumate this arrange- 
ment with Dr. Lord. 

Operations at ** The Front " commenced in Julyand 
continued up to the s'xteenth of November. The 
roads and walks have been graded and drained. A 
hedge of shrubbery has been planted on the terrace 
bank, and the slopes next -the canal sodded. 

Authority has been obtained from the Secretary of 
War to allow the Board to improve the Fort grounds in 

[151 
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connection with " The Front. " Under this authority 
it is proposed to lay out and extend the drives and 
walks into the Fort grounds, and along the crest of the 
slope to " The Bank," thus practically opening them to 
the public as pleasure grounds. A glance at the map 
will show the improvements comtemplated in this 
connection. It is the purpose of the Board to trans- 
plant on *^The Front," by means of a machine con- 
structed for the purpose, a large number of trees from 
the Prospect Hill parks and other localities, of large 
growth, which in the course of a year or two will give 
these grounds a park-like appearance which would re- 
quire a score of years to produce. 

Little in the way of improvements has been attempted 
during the last year at " The Parade." In fact, noth- 
ing more can be accomplished in this direction until 
the new street on the north and east of ** The Parade " 
is completed. As the Council has taken steps to open 
new streets to divert the traffic around instead of 
through these grounds, the Board must of necessity 
wait until they are thrown open to the public before 
they can cause the drives and walks and other work at 
the east end to be completed. 

Early the coming summer all the roadways will be 
placed in a condition for public use. The work of con- 
structing foot paths, bridle roads and finishing up the 
borders will then be undertaken. Attention will be 
given to the transplanting of trees and such other orna- 
mentation to as great an extent as the means placed at 
our disposal will allow. While the sum which the 
Common Council is authorized to appropriate annually 
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for these improvements is not as large, for the present, at 
least, as the Board would wish, and while a larger sum 
might be advantageously expended, we are determined 
that what is done under our auspices shall be well done. 

The vacant lands in the vicinity of the Parks are 
eagerly sought after. New buildings are constantly 
being erected, and our population is gradually but 
steadily creeping towards its borders. 

With this fact in view it may not be amiss to call the 
attention of your honorable body to the importance of 
causing a survey to be made of the whole northern and 
eastern portion of the city, with the view of having the 
streets so laid out to harmonize with a general system, 
with the Parks and their approaches as the objective 
points. It is not too soon now to block out the vacant 
lands within the city limits and mark the lines of streets 
which must at no distant day be required for that sec- 
tion of the city. The suggestion on this subject con- 
tained in the recent message of His Honor the Mayor, 
is one that ought to commend itself to your judgment 
and result in speedy and decisive action. The adop- 
tion of some general plan as here indicated would en- 
hance the value of the land and bring it speedily into 
market, soon to be occupied by suburban homes. 

In the prosecution of the Park work up to the pres- 
ent, we have carefully studied economy. Nothing has 
been undertaken but what was considered absolutely 
necessary to produce the desired effect, and to lay a 
good foundation for future embellishment; and, as step 
by step we progress in carrying out the plans we have 
adopted, and the various portions of our architects' de- 
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sign grow into shape and meaning, the more convinced 
we feel that we are proceeding in the right path, and 
that by a continuance of the same policy we shall be 
enabled to present the people of Buffalo with a system 
of pleasure grounds unsurpassed in some features of 
natural and improved beauty, by any park in this 
country, and accomplished at a cost which will bear 
favorable comparison with any. 

We believe this feeling is not confined to ourselves, 
but that the public are also beginning to appreciate the 
advantages of the Park, incomplete as it is, and to value 
it accordingly, as the numerous visitors all through the 
season have testified; and when another year or so shall 
have enabled us to complete our connections, our 
''rough places have been made smooth," and fresh 
beauties are developed, we feel confident there will be 
but one verdict — that of approval. 

The Commissioners acknowledge the able and faith- 
ful manner in which Mr. George Kent Radford, Chief 
Engineer has discharged his important duties. They 
also bear testimony to the energy and efficiency of Mr. 
William McMillan in superintending the work. 

A detailed statement of the expenditures made by 
the Commissioners has been filed with the City Clerk, 
and an abstract thereof is appended hereto. 
Respectfully submitted, 

PASCAL P. PRATT, President. 
ALEXANDER BRUSH, 
EDWARD BENNETT, 
BRITTAIN HOLMES, 
COOLEY S. CHAPIN, 
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EDWIN T. EVANS, 
PATRICK SMITH. 

JOHN L. ALBERGER, 

DENNIS BOWEN, 

JOHN GREINER, 

SHERMAN S. JEWETT, 

MICHAEL MESMER, 

DE WITT C. WEED. 

January lo, 1873. 



ENGINEER'S REPORT. 



Engineer's Office, January i, 1873. 
To the Board of Park Commissioners of the City 

of Buffalo: 

Gentlemen: — I beg to submit the following report of 
operations during the year one thousand eight hundred 
and seventy-two. 

Work was started early in April, but owing to scarcity 
of labor, and other causes, it was June before operations 
fairly commenced, since which time they have been 
continued with gradually increasing force up to the 
present. 

The laboring force has averaged as follows: 



Laborers. Teams. 



April 
May. 
June. 
July. 



30 5 

43 4 

85 10 

136 17 

August 241 II 



Laborers. Teams. 



September 266 41 

October 245 16 

November 300 20 

December 309 7 



draining. 

The wood and the area situated north and northwest 
of the Drive from the Lake Bridge to Amherst street, , 
has been tile drained. 
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The tiles and pipes laid, including those for the Road 
drainage, which are generally combined with the land 
drainage, have been: 

26,000 feet lin. oi 1%. inch collar tile. 
1,900 feet lin. of 3 inch collar tile. 
2,077 feet lin. of 4 inch socket pipe. 
1,512 feet lin. of 6 inch socket pipe. 
836 feet lin. of 9 inch socket pipe. 

Total, 32,325 feet or 6.12 miles. 

GRADING, SURFACING, PREPARING FOR AND SEEDING. 

Owing to the drought of last fall, and the severe 
winter following, the area seeded down last year was 
much damaged, and consequently, had to be worked 
over and partially re-seeded this spring. 

The area between the South Drive and the old line 
of Chapin street, eight and one-half acres in extent, 
was graded, finished and seeded down early in May. 
Sixteen acres situated to the north and northwest of 
the Drive, east and west of Delaware street, have been 
graded and worked over, and left rough plowed for 
finishing next season. 

The north bank of the Lake, between the Bridge and 
Delaware street, has been graded and formed and left 
rough plowed. 

The removal of the old slaughter-house buildings, 
the filling up of the cellars and other excavations, and 
the grading and work generally, required to reduce this 
part of the bank to its present shape, have necessitated 
a very considerable expenditure of labor. 

The stone and brick from the building have been 
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hauled to the site of the intended bridge over Delaware 
street for use in the construction thereof. A large 
amount of grading and shaping have also been executed 
in the southwest corner of the Park, the material from 
which was mainly taken to close up the gap left in the 
Dam bank 

LAKE. 

The Dike bank which remained over from last year 
has been removed and the bottom cleaned up. 

The gap in the Dam bank has been closed, and a 
sluice constructed therein, so as to be able to drain the 
water out of the Lake, at any time it may be found 
necessary or convenient. 

The excavation of the part east of Delaware street 
was comipenced early in October, has been continued 
up to the present time with all the force procurable, 
and' is expected to be completed early in the spring. 

By executing this work during the winter season, we 
are enabled to procure sufficient men at reasonable 
wagesy and thus provide a large number with employ- 
ment at a time when they would have been almost idle; 
we avoid the chance of causing disease by the exposure 
of so much swamp, material to the atmosphere during 
summer, and we practically save a season in the carry- 
ing, out of the Park design. 

Notwithstanding the drought of the last two yeacs, 
the springs supplying the Lake have proved more:than 
sufficient to compensate for the evaporation, and we 
may therefore fairly presume that there will be vno 
trouble in the future. as to water. 



r, 



17 

The islands have been planted with willows, flower- 
ing shrubs, etc. 

BRIDGE OVER THE LAKE. 

This bridge was completed and opened for traffic in 
August. 

DRIVES AND PARKWAYS. 

The drive from the temporary bridge east of Dela- 
ware street to the Lake bridge, two thousand and 
seventy-five feet in length; the South Bridge approach 
and entrance Drive, seven hundred and seventy-five 
feet; the Center Drive, fifty feet wide on Lincoln Park- 
way, one thousand seven hundred and eighty feet; a 
portion of Soldier's Place, five hundred feet; one Drive 
on Chapin Parkway, one thousand nine hundred and 
thirty feet; in all, seven thousand and sixty feet; have 
been graded, and were opened for traffic as dirt roads 
in August. 

The carriage concourse, near Delaware street, has 
been graded, and another concourse formed on the 
knoll northeast of the Bridge, which it is believed makes 
a valuable addition to the original design. A portion 
of the second Drive, on Chapin Parkway, has also been 
graded, and a considerable amount of work has been 
executed on Bidwell Parkway, the work on the latter 
having been prosecuted as long as the weather would 
permit. 

The silt basins and road drainage for the Drives 
north of the Lake, have been completed. Humboldt 
Parkway has been graded for one road throughout, and 
partially for two, from " The Parade,*' to Steele street, 

[16] 
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a distance of eight thousand one hundred and fifty feet, 
and from Main street to the circle, a distance of nine 
hundred and fifty-five feet, for thi'ee roads. 

Four silt basins and connections have been build near 
Ferry street, with a temporary discharge into a land 
drain, and other tiles and pipes have been laid as a part 
of the road drainage between Delavan avenue and Steele 
street, with temporary outlets. 

About two months' work in the spring, will, it is ex- 
pected, so far complete Humboldt Parkway, Bidwell 
Parkway, and '* The Avenue," as to provide a practica- 
ble Drive from " The Front " to ** The Parade," a dis- 
tance of six and four one hundredths miles, and thus 
open the whole system of Parks, Parkways and avenues. 

A temporary but substantial timber truss bridge, 
with two roadways, has been constructed over Scaja- 
quada Creek on the line of Humboldt Parkway. 

This bridge is intended to be replaced by a stone or 
iron structure, in a position further north, when the 
Parkway is completed to its full width and design. 

DIVERSION OF DELAWARE STREET. 

By means of a mutually advantageous exchange of 
land between the city and the Rev. J. C. Lord, we have 
been enabled to lay out the diversion of Delaware 
street, rendered necessary by the formation of the 
Lake, in such a manner as to secure an easier gradient 
for the street, and a better boundary for the Park, 
without necessitating the purchase of more land. 

The grading of the portion from Forest avenue to 
Scajacquada Creek is accomplished, and the remainder 
is in progress. 
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The foundations of the bridge over the Creek are 
constructed to above the low water line, ready for the 
masonry and superstructure, which will be commenced 
as early as practicable in the spring. 

"THE FRONT" 

Operations on *'The Front ''were commenced in 
July and continued until the sixteenth of November. 

The works executed have been the grading of the 
roads and walks, the silt basins and road drainage, 
surface grading and forming, hedge planting on 
the Terrace bank, and the grading, forming and 
sodding the slopes next the canal. The execution of 
the latter works has involved the expenditure of a con- 
siderable amount of labor, but I think that the result 
has justified the outlay. 

By the courtesy of the Fort authorities in permitting 
and co-operating in the formation of a temporary con- 
nection with the Fort roads, the public are now enabled 
to drive into the Fort grounds, and so get the advan- 
tage of the view from the Point, in anticipation of the 
completion of the plan for this part, as designed by 
Messrs. Olmsted & Vaux. 

The tiles and pipes laid are: 



S>395 ^eet 1 
625 feet 1 
522 feet 1 

2,614 feet 1 
314 feet 1 



n. of ij^ inch collar tile, 
n. of 3 inch collar tile, 
n of 4 inch socket pipe, 
n. of 6 inch socket pipe, 
n. of 9 inch socket pipe. 



Total, 9,470 feet. 
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"THE parade/* 

Such portions of the grass on " The Parade " ground 
as had been winter-killed, were re-seeded in the spring, 
but it is still impracticable to complete the drives, walks 
and other work at the east end, until Walden street is 
closed. 

The drainage of the eastern part is also seriously in- 
convenienced from the want of a connection with the 
sewer on Genesee street. 

MAINTENANCE. 

The Lawn in The Park has been constantly and reg- 
ularly mown throughout the season, as also *' The 
Parade " and " Play Ground " at " The Front." 

The Macadamized Drive on the Park has been 
maintained in thorough order with the expenditure of 
a few loads of gravel. 

The drives have been sprinkled during the summer, 
and a second sprinkler purchased, but until a supply of 
water is provided in suitable positions on the Park and 
Drives, we cannot succeed (within reasonable expendi- 
ture) in keeping the Drives as free from dust as is de- 
sirable. 

A ready and accessible supply of water is also neces- 
sary for the gardening department. 

The Prospect Parks have been in regular charge of a 
keeper, who has had them mown, and attended to the 
walks, etc. 

The nurseries have been kept in order, and are in 
good and healthy condition; a considerable number of 
cuttings have been taken from the shrubs, which have 
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mostly struck and flourished, thus adding to our stock 
at a nominal expense. 

The deer, now three in number, are still in the keep- 
ing of Mr. Jewett, but it is hoped that next season we 
may be able to arrange some plan by which they can 
be brought into the Park, and so form the neuclus of 
the future herd. 

A tree-lifting and moving machine is under construc- 
tion, which will enable us to plant ** The Front '* and 
other places with full-grown trees, and so produce in a 
single season the effect of a growth of twenty or more 
years. 

The cars and track have been in use more or less all 
the working season, and are now in operation grading 
for the diversion of Delaware street. 

The works undertaken during the past year have 
been executed by our own force; those at " The Front '* 
under John Smith, and those on Humboldt Parkway 
under John Gurr, as foremen, and the whole under the 
active and immediate superintendence of Mr. William 
McMillan, whose services, as heretofore, have been 
thoroughly and efficiently rendered. 

GEORGE KENT RADFORD, 

Chief Engineer. 



FINANCIAL STATEMENT, 1872. 
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Abstract of Receipts and Expenditures. 

improvement fund. 

Receipts. 

Balance in treasury, Jan. i, 1872.. $8,352.17 

From sale of old buildings and 

lumber % 724.00 

From sale of horse 124.00 

From sale of hay 134-00 

From sale of trees and shrubs. . . . 42-37 

From Maintenance Fund 3»435*48 

Appropriated by Common Council, 100,000.00 $104,459.85 



$112,812.02 
Disbursenunts, 

For construction account $11,551.48 

For Engineer Corps > 3,435-4^ 

For Engineer's office 362.00 

For teams and labor 88,880.42 

For plans and designs 1,310.00 

For tools and implements 3*007 49 

For trees, shrubs and seeds 1,121.13 

For printing and advertising 129.00 

For fertilizers 100.00 

For fuel 51.68 

For miscellaneous 330.28 $1 10,278.96 

Balance in treasury, Dec. 31, 1872 $2)533.o6 



i 
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MAINTENANCE FUND. 

/Receipts, 

Amount Appropriated by Common Council. . . . $13,500 00 

Disbursements, 

For Engineer Corps $5»336.94 

For salaries of officers 4,728.45 

For office expenses 550'i8 

For keeping and care of animals 813.67 

For teams and labor 2,346.61 

For printing and stationary 262.25 

For tools and implements 626.63 

For repairs 304 95 

For fertilizers 354.00 

For miscellaneous 1 16.23 $15,439*91 



Amount over drafts « $i9939-9i 
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To the Honorable the Common Council of the City 
of Buffalo: 

In presenting to your honorable body their Fourth 
Ainnual Report, the Park Commissioners beg leave to 
tender their acknowledgements to the Common Council 
and city officers for their co-operation in the work of 
improving and maintaining the system of Parks com- 
mitted to the Board. 

The expenditures during the past year, on account 
of improvements, amounted to $105,216.92. The re- 
ceipts during the same time, including the amount 
appropriated by the Common Council, were $103,620.27, 
which, with the balance remaining in the treasury at 
the close of the year 1872, of $2,533.04, made a'total 
of $106,153,31, leaving a balance in the treasury on the 
31st of December last of $936.39. 

There was expended for maintenance during the year 
1873, the sum of $12,555.94 against $13,000 appro- 
priated by the Council. 

The cost of the work of improvement since the com- 
mencement of operations in 1870, is $411,760.76. The 
expenses attending the acquisition of the land amounted 
to $304489.35, making in the aggregate the sum of 
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$716,250.11. The following is a statement of the re- 
ceipts and expenditures during each year. 

Receipts. 

Amount appropriated by Common Council in 

1870 $350,000.00 

Amount appropriated by Common Council in 

187 1 150^000.00 

From sale of old buildings, etc., in 1871 9,106.40 

From Common Council in 187a 100,000.00 

From sale of old buildings, etc., in 1872 4>559-S3 

From Common Council in 1873 100,000.00 

From sale of old buildings, hay, grass, earth, 

etc., in 1873 3,620.27 

Total $717,186.50 

* 

Expenditures. 

For payment of awards of lands 

in 1870 $294,065,71 

For expenses acquiring title to 

lands in 1870 10,423.64 

For improvements during the year 

• 1870 26,288.72 

For improvements during the year 

1871 169,976.16 

For improvements during the year 

1872 110,278.96 

For improvements during the year 

1873 105,216.92 716,250.11 



Balance in treasury Dec. 31, 1873 $936.39 

In carrying out the general plan of the Park Archi- 
tects, the Commissioners entered upon the execution 



of such parts as would make the Parks accessible to the 
public in the shortest possible time. The clearing up 
and grading the rough surfaces; tiling, plowing, seeding 
and preparing stock for future use in planting, demanded 
early attention. The excavation and formation of the 
Lake; opening parkways and avenues — all works of 
paramount importance — have been pushed forward 
vigorously, with all the force that could be conveniently 
handled. A practicable drive of over six miles, con- 
necting " The Front " with '* The Parade *' through the 
main Park, has been opened and graded during the past 
year, affording a much greater stretch of pleasure travel 
than the public have ever before enjoyed within the 
limits of the city, which, together with the attractions 
afforded by the pleasure row boats on the Lake, have 
largely increased the number of visitors during the 
year. 

To provide for the proper care and protection of 
those portions of the grounds which may be considered 
as partially or practically finished, as well as keeping in 
repair the parkways and approaches, it will be necessary 
for your honorable body to grant from the General 
Fund a larger sum for maintenance than has heretofore 
been allowed. 

The proceedings taken by the Council to acquire the 
land for opening an avenue from '* The Parade *' south- 
erly to Seneca street having been consummated, the 
construction of this hew approach will be commenced 
as early as practicable in the spring. Before any work 
is attempted in this direction, the Board respectfully 
call your attention to the absolute necessity of at once 
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taking steps to procure a general and comprehensive 
plan for draining that section of the city. 

Before determining any plan for the improvement of 
Niagara Square and the Cazenovia Parks the Board 

propose to consult and advise with the architects who 

/ 

have furnished the plans for the general parks. A work 
so important ought not to be undertaken without care- 
ful and deliberate study. 

The Commissioners invite the attention of the Com- 
mon Council to the Report of the General Superintend- 
ent, which is appended hereto, for a more detailed ac- 
count of the work prosecuted during the past year. 
They take this occasion to acknowledge the energy, 
perseverance and ability with which Mr. McMillan has 
discharged the arduous and responsible duties of his 
office. 

A statement in detail of the expenditures during the 

year 1873 has been filed in the office of the Comptroller, 

an abstract of which is herewith presented. 

Respectfully submitted, 

PASCAL P. PRATT, President. 

ALEXANDER BRUSH, 

EDWARD BENNETT, 

BRITAIN HOLMES, 

COOLEY S. CHAPIN, 

EDWIN T. EVANS, 

PATRICK SMITH. 

JOHN L. ALBERGER, 

DENNIS BOWEN, 

JOHN GREINER, 

SHERMAN S. JEWETT, 

MICHAEL MESMER, 

DE WITT C. WEED. 
January 12, 1874. 
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General Superintendent's Office, 
Buffalo, January i, 1874. 

To the Board of Park Commissioners : 

Gentlemen: — I herewith respectfully present a report 
of the work done on the parks during the year eighteen 
hundred and seventy-three: 

At the beginning of the year the work of excavating 
the bed of the Lake on the east side of the former line 
of Delaware street, and the grading of a new line for 
this street around the head of the Lake, were being 
energetically prosecuted with a large force of men. All 
of this work that could be advantageously done during 
the winter, including the practical completion of this 
section of the Lake, was finished on the eighth of 
March, when the force employed was discharged. 

The general work of the season was resumed on the 
fourteenth of April. The principal work done has been 
the shaping, seeding and planting of the Lake banks, 
and other portions of the grounds worked over but left 
unfinished the previous year; the opening of the new 
line of Delaware street through the park grounds, the 
opening of additional portions of Humboldt parkway, 
the opening of the drive on Bidwell Parkway, and the 
opening of The Avenue. 

[181 
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The force was discharged on the ninth of August, at 
which time*' The Avenue** had been worked to sub- 
grade throughout. From that date until the sixth of 
December little work was done, except that required in 
the general care and maintenance of the grounds. 

The daily force employed during each month of the 
year, has averaged as follows: 

Foremen. Laborers. Teams. 

January i6 416 7 

February 15 385 3 

March 4 70 3 

April 6 142 II 

May II 210 36 

June 10 160 38 

July 6 80 27 

August 3 27 10 

September i 10 2 

October i 10 2 

November o 3 o 

December 2 26 4 

The new portion of the Lake has an area of fourteen 
acres. The quantity of excavation was about one hun- 
dred and ten thousand cubic yards. Nearly all this 
was soft, black muck, matted with roots and decaying 
logs and branches. Owing to the extreme softness of 
the material, and of most of the bottom, it was moved 
to the adjoining banks with wheelbarrows. It was dug 
out to an average depth of eighteen inches lower than 
the western section of the lake previously excavated. 
This was done in order to reach a gravel bottom which 
was found at that average level, under about one-third 
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of this area, and alsQ to obtain a depth of six feet of 
water without overflowing the low lands on each side 
of the Creek outside the park at the head of the Lake. 

The level at which the water has been kept during 
the season, has been nine inches higher than this, giving 
^n average depth of five feet three inches in the older 
portion of the Lake, and six feet nine inches in the new 
section. The object of keeping it at this height, was 
to give all the depth possible to the old section, with- 
out doing serious injury to adjoining property on the 
bank of the Creek, and also to counteract, in some 
measure, the tendency to a rank growth of eel grass 
and other water weeds in the older portion, which has 
a large area of muck bottom. These, notwithstanding, 
grew so rapidly in that section, that easy rowing in 
pleasure boats became impossible early in July, and it 
became necessary to draw off the water to the level of 
the harbor, mow the weeds and rake them ashore. 
During this process the Lake had a very disagreeable 
aspect, but as soon as the work was done it rapidly 
filled again, and no further trouble from this source 
has since been experienced. 

From the eighth of May to the eighth of July only 
.two and one-half inches of rain fell, and in consequence, 
the bed of Scajaquada Creek, east of Main street, was 
entirely dried up. But, notwithstanding the severe 
drouth, the supply of water from the numerous large 
springs between Main street and the Lake dam, was 
ample to keep the Lake fresh and full, and cause the 
steady overflow of a considerable volume. 

All the grounds in the vicinity of the Lake worked 
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over and roughly prepareci last year, and all the bank 
around the new portion formed last winter, were put in 
final shape as early in the spring as th6 ground was in 
working order. About fifty acres were thus finished, 
seeded to .grass, and trees and shrubs planted at de- 
sirable points. The plants, by the aid of frequent wa- 
terings, were brought safely through the protracted 
drouth of early summer, but much of the grass-seed 
failed, and several portions will have^to be re-seeded 
in the spring. 

While the Lake banks were being graded, the posi- 
tion of the foot paths designed for this portion of the 
grounds was located, so that the adjoining slopes could 
be properly and permanently adjusted thereto. These 
lines of walk have been laid out in general accordance 
with the original plans of the Park Architects. But in 
carrying out the practical details, it was necessaryto 
vary therefrom considerably at several points, in order 
to adapt the walks to subsequent changes in the Lake 
shore, and in the contour of the banks, and to obtain 
easy grades without any deep cuts or steep terraces. 
For the present no stone or gravel has been put on 
them, but simply the present soil shaped as temporary 
paths. When gravel becomes necessary, or specially, 
desirable, the line of the walks can be dug out and 
stone and gravel put in without material injury to the 
adjoining turf and planting. 

A wrought iron Bridge of fifty feet span and twenty- 
two feet width of roadway, for the the crossing of Sca- 
jaquada Creek on the new line of Delaware street, was 
designed by Mr. Radforc}, late Park Engineer, adopted 
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by the Board, and let by contract early in the spring to 
Mr. Charles Nelson. As soon as the spring freshets 
had abated, the masonry of the Bridge abutments was 
built, and the grading of the whole line of the street 
was resumed. The Bridge was completed so far as to 
be ready for traffic on the fourth of July, when the new 
line of street was opened to the public, and the former 
line across the Lake closed. 

All the low section of the street through the Park 
has been well drained. Ample provision for the speedy 
escape of all the water that any storm may flood on to 
it from the adjoining lands and water courses, has been 
made by the construction of several large sewers, and 
of culverts and receivers, at frequent intervals, by 
which all the water is quickly discharged into the Lake. 

As yet, the road-bed is simply the clay filling. Owing 
to the extreme softness of the swampy bottom on which 
a great part of it is built, it was not deemed advisable 
to finish with stone and gravel until all the filling had 
firmly consolidated. Until the fall of frequent rains 
and early snows near the end of October, the road was 
easily kept in good order for general traffic. Since 
then it has at times been very soft, and impassible for 
heavy loads, especially during the mild and rainy 
weather of December. By next summer the founda- 
tion will be sufficiently solid to support a permanent 
superstructure of stone chips and gravel, so as to make 
a firm and smooth roadway for general traffic at all 
seasons of the year. 

This road has no connection with the Park Drives. 
It is merely a slight diversion of the street to permit 
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the formation of the Lake in one body, and to avoid a 
division of the Park by a public street crossing it at the 
surface grade. The new line crosses the Park at its 
narrowest part, through an old ravine at a grade low 
enough to permit the Park Drive being carried over it 
by a bridge on the same level as the adjoining lands. 
By this diversion the Lake has been made in one, sheet. 
The Park travel is unobstructed, and all the natural 
features of the landscape are preserved. The length 
of the new line is only five hundred feet more than the 
former line, while the grades have been reduced from 
one in ten to one in twenty-five. 

As soon as this line was opened a large proportion 
of the Park carriage travel took this route, entering or 
leaving the Park by the old line of Chapin street. This 
travel continued throughout the season without much 
abatement, in spite of the comparative roughness of 
the road. It was not prohibited, because it seemed to 
afford a public convenience, and opened the question 
whether a permanent approach and entry to the Park 
by this line ought to be provided. The experience of 
the season and a full examination of the various ad- 
vantages and disadvantages of the route have shown 
that the original design ought to be adhered to, and 
consequently the old line of Chapin street within the 
Park has now been closed. 

The wet land in the southwest angle of the Park, 
next to the Asylum grounds, has been tile drained, 
sixteen hundred and forty feet of leading mains and 
seven thousand three hundred and ten feet of laterals 
having been laid through it. The carriage concourse, 






designed for this section, overlooking the lake from the 
west bank, has been graded, and a" practicable tempor- 
ary approach to it opened. 

The Terrace, near the principal boat landing, has 
been shaped and sodded, two flights of steps and two 
walks opened, leading from the Drive to the landing. 

On the twenty-fourth of May, Mr. Fred C. Viele, 
who had leased the boating privileges on the Lake for 
the season, furnished it with fifteen row boats. These 
have been well patronized, considering the inferiority 
of the accommodations as yet, and have added much 
to the general attractions of the Park. They supply a 
mode of recreation to the public with a convenience of 
access, a variety of pleasing scenery and a security 
against serious accidents heretofore unattainable by the. 
community. The boating has evidently afforded much, 
gratification, not only to the boating parties, but also 
to the onlookers from the Lak^ banks and carriage 
drives. 

The erection of a suitable house on the present dock 
walls for the better shelter of the boats and the greater 
convenience of the public using them, is urgently 
needed. If provided with rooms for rest and shelter, 
and for the purchase of light refreshments, it would 
greatly increase the popularity of the Park, and largely 
develop the capabilities of the Lake region for the 
general recreation of the public. The same structure 
can readily be adapted to serve the special needs of 
skaters in winter, and thus make the Lake a popular 
resort at all seasons of the year. 

The grove, on the Lake bank south of the main boat 
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landing, was used on several occasions during the sum- 
mer by picnic parties, who were much pleased by the 
attractions and general conveniences of the grove in 
conjunction with the boating facilities on the Lake. 
The lack of cool drinking water was the only drawback 
to the general enjoyment of such parties. A general 
introduction of water by underground pipes throughout 
the Park, with sufficient head for fountains or for filling 
sprinkling carts, and pure and cool enough for drinking, 
would be a convenience to visitors and a great help to 
the economical maintenance in good order of the roads 
and plantations. 

The carriage concourse at the junction of the Drives, 
near the quarry, and the unfinished portions of those 
Drives have been stoned and gravelled of sufficient 
width to admit of their being opened for travel. 

Early in the season one Drive of Humboldt Parkway 
was opened from the Park to the Parade. Both the 
side Drives have been opened from the Circle to Main 
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street, and the double Drive from Ferry street to the 
Parade. 

On the Parade nothing has been done this year ex- 
cept the planting of a few trees and some shrubbery 
upon the section west of Walden street, and the mow- 
ing of the grass every three or four weeks throughout 
the season. All further progress of the work here is 
arrested until the new public street shall be opened 
around its eastern side, so that the present line of Wal- 
den street through the heart of the grounds can be 
closed. 

On the twenty-seventh of June the Parade was used 



for the military inspection and review of the Buffalo! 
Regiments of the National Guard by the State officers. 
The grounds are admirably fitted for military trainings 
and reviews, as they give ample scope and smooth sur- 
face for the practice of all ordinary regimental or brig- 
ade evolutions. 

One drive in Bidwell Parkway was opened in June^ 
and on the ninth of August ** The Avenue '' was opened 
from Bidwell Place to " The Circle," at North street. 
In ^grading '* The Avenue '* a cut of about five feet 
deep was made through the ridge near Utica street, 
and an easy grade throughout the entire length obtained. 
Nearly ten thousand yards of surplus material was sold 
to the owners of sunk lots adjoining "The Avenue'* 
at other points. 

From Bouck avenue to Bryant street the roadway 
has been in good order since the opening, but between 
Bryant and Jersey streets the travel has been much 
obstructed by the construction of a sewer through that 
section. This was not finished until too late in the 
season to properly finish the roadway. A similar sewer 
to drain the basin entering at Ferry street is much 
needed, as the present surface drainage is too high to 
carry off all the water in a storm. Owing to the nature 
of the subsoil and the frequency of heavy traffic on this 
Avenue, a pleasant surface for carriage travel cannot 
be maintained until the road-bed has been stoned and 
graveled. 

At " The Front ** all the grounds left roughly graded 
last year were worked over and finished early in the 
spring, grass-seed sown and trees and shrubbery planted. 

119] 
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Forty large trees, obtained from the Prospect Parks, 
were moved with a tree-planting wagon to " The Front," 
and most of them set out on the sidewalk on the west 
side of Sixth street. The foot-paths were stoned and 
graveled, and a strip of the carriage-way was coated 
with sufficient gravel to prevent rutting in wet weather. 
The gravel was obtained from the site of " The Circle," 
in North street. A considerable quantity of gravel for 
a similar coating of Drives in the main Park was also 
obtained there. 

"The Circle" being a part of the old Black Rock 
Cemetery, many bodies were exhumed in the progress 
of the work there. All these were carefully handled, 
put in new coffin-boxes, and re-interred in a lot pur- 
chased for the purpose in Forest Lawn Cemetery. All 
the headstones found were kept distinct, and replaced 
over the remains to which they belong. 

The Play-ground of the Front was kept closely mown 
during the season. Several Base Ball Clubs have had 
free use of it, and general practice and match games 
have been frequent. On several occasions large crowds 
have gathered to witness these games, and good order 
has uniformly prevailed. 

The Prospect Parks on Niagara street have been 
regularly mowed, the walks hoed, and the grounds 
generally kept in fair order. 

The grass lands of main Park have been frequently 
mowed, and the condition of the turf has much im- 
proved. There are still several bare clay patches un- 
pleasantly conspicuous. The nursery stock is in thrifty 
condition, and has required but little attention. The 
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finished portion of the main Drive has been kept in 
excellent condition throughout the whole year, without 
any repair or expense whatever. 

Judging from the number of vehicles that have en- 
tered the Park on every fine afternoon in summer, it is 
becoming quite popular. No regular record of the 
number entering daily was kept, but a count was made 
on several different occasions, and the number averaged 
about five hundred vehicles on week days, and from 
eight hundred to one thousand on Sundays, in fine 
weather. 

« 

At times a goodly number of pedestrians entered, 
concentrating chiefly in the Lake region. But • the 
walk from the horse-cars at Cold Spring or Niagara 
street, is so long and fatiguing in warm weather that 
many are discouraged from attempting it. A cheap and 
convenient line of stages or a branch from the horse 
car lines would be a great boon to this class. 

In May last a series of ordinances for the proper use, 
protection and government of the Parks were enacted 
by the Board of Commissioners, and published in the 
daily papers. For a time trespasses were so rare or so 
slight that no direct systematic enforcement of these 
rules seemed to be needed. But as the season ad- 
vanced and visitors greatly increased in numbers, con- 
siderable annoyance was caused by the fast driving of 
a few thoughtless persons, and the frequent passage of 
heavy traffic on the Drives, especially on the Parkways. 
Also a lawless spirit and some reckless conduct were 
gradually being manifested by a certain class, and some 
petty thefts of Park property occurred, which threatened 
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soon to ripen into more serious offenses, if not properly 
checked. 

Accordingly on the eighteenth of August six patrol- 
men were appointed by the Police Commissioners, at 
the request of the Park Board, as a special Park guard. 
These were of great service during the remainder of 
the season in protecting property, preserving order and 
enforcing the Park regulations generally. On the thirty- 
first of October, th^ Park travel having greatly dimin- 
ished, this police force was discharged. The experience 
of the first few weeks in November showed that with- 
out some regular watch the roadways would be much 
injured, especially in wet weather, by the tresspassing 
of business travel. Therefore two men were re appointed 
— one to the Parade and Humboldt Parkway, and the 
other to the Park and West Side Parkways. In addi- 
tion to ordinary police duty ,the general care of the 
roads and grounds has been assigned to them. At the 
Front and Prospect Parks similar duties are performed 
by the keeper in charge there throughout the year. 

A survey was made in September of the line of the 
East Side Boulevard from the Parade southerly to 
Seneca street, to ascertain the nature and extent of the 
work required to open this new avenue. This and all 
similar engineering work during the season of active 
operations, since the retirement of Mr. Radford -- in 
March last, including the preparation of all requisite 
plans, were done by Mr. Thomas J. Rogers. I have 
much pleasure in acknowledging the faithful and effic- 
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lent manner in which he performed all duties assigned 

to him. 

Respectfully submitted, 

WILLIAM McMillan, 

Superintendent. 






FINANCIAL STATEMENT, 1873. 

Abstract of Receipts and Expenditures. 

improvement fund. 

Receipts, 

Balance iq treasury, Dec. 31, 1872 $2,533.04 

From avails of Park Bonds issued 

in 1873 $100,000.00 

From sales of old buildings 400.00 

From sales of hay and grass 460.62 

From sales of earth and sand. . . . 2,605.25 

From sales of scrap iron 16.40 

From Secretary, on account of 

pay rolls 138.00 $103,620.27 

$106,153.31 

Disbursements, 

For construction $15,443.17 

For Engineer Corps 1,012.00 

For Engineer's office 337.20 

For teams and labor 83,921.26 

For horse for Superintendent... 165.00 

For fertilizers 315-75 

For tools and implements 2,649.89 

For trees, shrubs and seeds 637.24 

For printing and advertising 498.21 

For miscellaneous 237.20 $105,216.92 

Balance in treasury, Dec. 31, 1873 $93^-39 
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MAINTENANCE FUND. 

Receipts, 

From General Fund, 1873 $13,000.00 

From rent of office 100.00 $13,100.00 

Expenditures, 

For salaries of officers $4,491.63 

For office expenses • 673.99 

For keeping and care of animals. . . . 231.31 

For teams and labor 5,369.80 

For Engineer Corps 1,124.62 

For tools and implements 238.94 

For printing and advertising 4^5 -95 

Far miscellaneous 1970 $12,555.94 

$544.06 



ORDINANCES 



For the Use, Regulation, Protection and Government of the 

Parks, Approaches Thereto and Streets 

Connecting the Same. 



• ♦• 



The Park Commissioners, appointed under and by virtue 
of the statute of the State of New York, entitled, " An act 
to authorize the selection and location of certain grounds 
for public parks in the City of Buffalo, and to provide for 
the maintenance and embellishment thereof," passed April 
14, 1869, and the acts amendatory thereof, do hereby, in 
pursuance Jof the power conferred by said act, make and 
enact the following ordinances for the use, regulation, pro- 
tection and government for the said park or parks, ap- 
proaches thereto and streets connecting the same, to wit: 

CHAPTER I. 

Section i. All persons are forbidden to carry fire-arms or fire at 
or shoot any bird or animal, or throw, stones or missiles within the 
several parks, approaches thereto or streets connecting the same. 

§ 2. All persons are forbidden to climb, break, cut down, remove 
or in any way injure or deface the trees, plants, shrubs, flowers, 
turf, or any of the buildings, fences, bridges, or other constructions 
within the parks, or approaches thereto, or streets connecting the 
same. 

§ 3. No person shall drive or ride any horse or team upon any of 
the parks, approaches thereto or streets connecting the same, at a 
rate of speed exceeding ten (10) miles per hour, 

§ 4. No animal or vehicle shall be permitted to stand upon the 
drives or carriage roads of the parks or parkways, or any part thereof 
(except the concourses) to the obstruction of the way, or to the incon- 
venience of travel ; nor shall any person solicit or invite passengers 
for hire therein. 
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§ 5- No cart, wagon, dray, truck or other vehicle carrying stone, 
brick, goods, merchandise, manure, soil, or other articles, or usually 
used for the carriage of stone, brick, merchandise, manure, or other 
articles, shall be allowed to enter or drive upon the park's, parkways, 
approaches thereto or streets connecting the same. 

§ 6. No threatening, abusive, insulting, or indecent language 
shall be allowed upon the parks or parkways whereby a breach of the 
peace may be occasioned. . 

§ 7. No person, except in the employ of the Board of Park Com- 
missioners, shall bring upon the parks or parkways any tree, shrub, 
plant or flower, nor any newly plucked branch or portion of a tree, 
shrub, plant or flower. 

§ 8. No person shall fire, discharge or set off in the parks or 
parkways, approaches thereto or streets connecting the same, any 
rocket, cracker, torpedo, squib, balloon, snake, chaser, or double- 
header, nor any fireworks, or thing und.er any other name composed 
of the same or similar materials, or of the same or similar character 
as the fireworks above specified. 

§ 9. No person shall post or otherwise affix any bill, notice or 
other paper upon any structure or thing within the parks or park- 
ways, or upon any gates or enclosures thereof. 

m 

% 10. No military or target company, or civic or other procession, 
shall be permitted to parade, drive or perform upon the parks, nor 
perform any military or other evolutions or movements therein, ex- 
cept by permission of the Committee on Grounds or the President of 
the Board of Park Commissioners. 

g II. No fire engine, hook and ladder truck, hose cart or other 
machine on wheels, commonly used for the extinguishment of fires, 
shall be allowed on any part of the parks, without the previous con- 
sent of the Committee on Grounds or President of the Board of Park 
Commissioners. 

§ 12. No funeral procession or hearse, or other vehicle or person 
carrying the body of a deceased person, shall be allowed on any part 
of the park or parkways. 

§ 13. No person on foot shall go upon the grass, lawn or turf of 
the parks or parkways, except when and where the sign "Common" 
is posted, indicating that persons are at liberty at that time and place 
to go upon the grass. 

§ 14. The drives shall be used only by persons in pleasure car- 
riages or on horseback, the rides only by persons on horseback; ani- 
mals to be used on either shall be well broken and constantly held 

(301 
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in such control that they may be easily and quickly turned or stopped. 
They shall not be allowed to move at a rate of speed which shall be 
alarming or cause danger; and when any park-keeper or ofl5cer con- 
nected with the parks shall deem it necessary to safety, good order, 
or the general convenience, that the speed of an animal shall be 
checked, or that it should be stopped, or its. course altered, and shall 
so direct, by gesture or otherwise, it shall be the duty of the rider or 
driver of such animal to follow such direction ; and no horse or other 
beast of burden or draft shall be driven or suffered to stand anywhere 
except on the dr;ves or rides, or concourse. 

§ 15. No person shall play any music, nor offer or expose things 
for sale, nor post or display any sign, placard, flag, banner, target, 
transparency, advertisement, or device of business, nor solicit busi- 
ness or fares, nor beg, nor publicly solicit subscriptions, nor tell 
fortunes, nor play games of chance or with any table or instruments 
of gaming, nor make any oration or harangue, nor utter loud, threat- 
ening, abusive or indecent language, nor do any indecent or obscene 
act within the parks or parkways. 

§ 16. By the term parks as mentioned herein is meant to include 
the grounds known as "The Park." **The Front," **The Parade," 
^"Prospect Hill Parks," and the several "Circles" and '*Places," as 
designated on the maps. 

CHAPTER II. 

IN RELATION TO ANIMALS RUNNING AT LARGE. 

Section i. No quadrupeds except those placed in the park by the 
Commissioners, and except dogs when controlled by a line of suit- 
able strength, not more than six (6) feet in length, and horses and 
others used for pleasure travel, shall be driven or conducted into the 
parks or parkways or allowed to remain therein. 

§ 2. Pounds shall be established at such points to be designated 
by the Committee on Grounds, for the impounding of horses, cattle, 
sheep, dogs, swine, geese and other animals found trespassing upon 
the parks, approaches thereto or streets conqecting the same 

§ 3. All animals named in the next preceding section, found at 
large on the parks or parkways, may be taken by any person or per- 
sons and driven or carried to one of said pounds and may be kept 
enclosed therein during five (5 ) days, at the end of which time, if not 
previously claimed and the amounts hereinafter mentioned paid to 
the Treasurer of said board, they may be sold at public auction, pro- 
vided that two days previous notice of the sale thereof shall be con- 
spicuously posted at the pound. 
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§ 4* I'he owner of any animal so impounded by virtue of the or- 
dinances passed by the Board of Park Commissioners, may redeem 
the same before the day of sale, by the payment to the Treasurer or 
other authorized officer of the board as follows: 

For each animal other than goats and geese, two dollars, and the 
expense of keeping. 

For each goat four dollars, and for each goose fifty cents, and the 
expense of keeping. 

The expense of keeping shall be reckoned as follows: 

For each horse, dog, or head of neat stock, fifty cents per day. 

For each goat, swine or sheep, twenty cents per day. 

For each goose, five cents per day. 

§ 5. If within one month after the sale of any impounded animal 
the former owner thereof shall appear and claim the same, the 
Treasurer shall, after deducting the full amount of the charges above 
provided for, pay over to him the balance of the proceeds of such sale. 

CHAPTER III. 

OF THE LAKE. 

Section i. No person except those employed by the board shall 
be allowed to place upon the waters of the park any boat or other 
water craft without the authority of the Board of Commissioners or 
Committee on Grounds. 

§ 2. Any person or persons who shall obtain authority to place 
pleasure row-boats or other water craft upon the lake, shall be sub- 
ject to such rules and regulations as the Board of Commissioners 
may from time to time prescribe. 

§ 3. Persons occupying boats on the lake will not be allowed to 
touch or land on the banks except at such places designed as landing 
places, and all persons are prohibited from walking or trespassing 
on the slopes between the water-line and foot-paths. 

§ 4. No person shall bathe or fish in, or go or send any animal 
into any of the waters of the parks, or disturb any of the fish, water- 
fowl, or other birds in the parks, nor throw or place any article or 
thing in said waters. 

§ 5, No person except those in the employ of the Commissioners 
will be permitted to land on the islands in the lake. 

§ 6. Any person ofifending against the foregoing ordinances shall 
be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall be punished, on con- 
viction of any court of competent jurisdiction in the city of Buffalo, 
by a fine not exceeding one hundred dollars, or by imprisonment not 
exceeding thirty days, or both, at the discretion of the court. 
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PARK COMMISSIONERS' REPORT. 



To the Honorable the Common Council of the 
City of Buffalo: 

In accordance with the requirements of the 
statute, the Park Commissioners respectfully 
present to your honorable body " a full report of 
their proceedings and a detailed statement of all 
their receipts and expenditures." 

The amount expended for the further im- 
provement and embellishment of the Parks 
and approaches during the year 1874 Vi^as 
$127,543.99. 

The receipts during the same period including 
the balance in the Treasury on the 31st of 
December, 1873 was $128,690.14, leaving a bal- 
ance in the Treasury, December 31st, 1874, of 
$1,945.54. 

The expenditures for maintenance during the 
year 1874 were $16,240.45. 

For the work accomplished under the di- 
rection of the Board, your honorable body is 



respectfully referred to the report of the General 
Superintendent 

Your attention is also directed to a communi- 
cation from Fred. Law Olmsted, Esq., the land- 
scape architect, which is appended to this report, 
in reference to the acquisition of additional ter- 
ritory to increase the capacity of the grove south 
of the Lake and east of Lincoln Parkway. These 
grounds have proved very attractive to picnic 
parties during the past season, and must, for 
some years to come, be the only desirable place 
in the Park that can be devoted to this purpose. 
The views of Mr. Olmsted on this subject will, 
we think, meet with general approval, and the 
Board respectfully recommend that your honor- 
able body take as much of the land as may be 
deemed requisite to carry out Mr. Olmsted's 
recommendation. 

The depression of business during the last 
year has operated to cause a falling off in the 
demand for labor. The Autumn found a large 
number of laboring men idle, and the prospect 
for furnishing them employment during the Win- 
ter was not encouraging. This fact induced the 
Common Council at a meeting held on the 26th 
of October last to adopt a resolution requesting 
the Park Commissioners " to continue work upon 
" the Parks ; particularly such work as will give 
" employment to laborers during the winter." 



In compliance with the request the Commis- 
sioners directed the Superintendent to continue 
work which the Board had intended to defer 
until the coming Spring. As the last years 
appropriation is exhausted, it is recommended 
that your honorable body authorize the Mayor 
and Comptroller to cause the bonds of the city 
to be issued for the final amount ($100,000) 
authorized by Chapter 569 of the Laws of 1872. 
This should be done without delay in order to 
allow the Commissioners to comply with the 
request of the Council of 1874. 



Niagara Square. 

A communication from Mr. Olmsted in refer- 
ence to the improvement of Niagara Square is 
also appended to this report. The plan to which 
he refers has been adopted by the Board, and 
his suggestions in relation to the location of the 
proposed Soldiers Memorial, the construction 
of which the Ladies' Monumental Association 
of this city have with a praiseworthy and patri- 
otic zeal undertaken to accomplish, meets with 
the cordial approval of the Board. 
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Fillmore Avenue. 

Chapter 540 of the Laws of 1873, authorized 
the city "to take for the purpose of a public 
avenue a strip of land one hundred feet in width 
running from the Parade southerly" to Seneca 
street, and empowers the Common Council to 
issue the bonds of this city, not exceeding in 
amount the sum of one hundred thousand dol- 
lars to defray the expense of taking the lands 
and improving and embellishing the same. In 
accordance with this law, the lands designated 
have been acquired by the city. By the terms 
of the act these lands constitute " one of the 
approaches or connections to said Park, and may 
be controlled, improved and embellished in the 
same manner, in all respects as lands heretofore 
taken " for park purposes. 

The expense attending the acquisition of the 
lands, payment of awards, etc., amounted to 
seventy-two thousand one hundred and eighty- 
four dollars and fifty-six cents, leaving a balance 
to the credit of the Park Improvement Fund to 
be expended in improving and embellishing the 
avenue of twenty-seven thousand eight hundred 
and fifteen dollars and forty-four cents. 

The length of the avenue from the south line 
of Best street to the northerly line of Seneca 
street is eleven thousand and thirty-one feet, or 



a little over two miles. Work on it commenced 
in May last, and a carriage-way fifty feet in width 
worked to the sub-grade between Best and 
William str^eets, a distance of six thousand seven 
hundred and fifty feet. The cost of this work, 
including the construction of a stone arch cul- 
vert over six feet in diameter, and a plank side- 
walk on the westerly side was ten thousand eight 
hundred and forty-two dollars and six cents, 
leaving a balance to be expended on this partic- 
ular improvement of sixteen thousand nine hun- 
dred and seventy-three dollars and thirty-eight 
cents. 

From William to Seneca street the work will 
be of a much more- costly character, as it will 
require a very large amount of filling. The 
Central Railroad tracks cross the Avenue below 
William, and the manner in which these tracks 
shall be crossed is now under consideration ; 
trains of cars are crossing the line of the Avenue 
with but little intermission. The Board are in- 
clined to the opinion that these tracks should be 
bridged over with a substantial and permanent 
structure in order to prevent the delay which 
must constantly occur at this crossing, and as 
security against accidents. The fund on hand 
will be far from sufficient to^ complete this work. 
Further legislation will be necessary to provide 
the means for placing this avenue on a footing 

with other parkways and approaches. 
2 
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The general work of improvement during the 
past year has been accomplished under the im- 
mediate superintendence and direction of Mr. 
William McMillan, who, as heretofore, has per- 
formed his duty in a highly satisfactory manner. 
Respectfully submitted, 

Pascal P. Pratt, President, 
Lewis P. Dayton, 
Dennis Bowen, 
Edward Bennett, 
William Dorsheimer, 
Edwin T. Evans, 
Joseph L. Fairchild, 
De Witt C. Weed, 
Sherman S. Jewett, 
Patrick Smith, 
Joseph Bork, 
Britton Holmes, 
CooLEY S. Chapin, 
Michael Mesmer, 
Daniel D. Harnett, 
Augustus Fuchs. 



COMMUNICA TIONS FROM FRED. 
LA W OLMSTED, ESQ. 
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To the Buffalo Park Commission: 

Gentlemen: In the preliminary report with 
reference to a system of Park improvements for 
the city of Buffalo, it was estimated that a total 
area of five hundred acres of land would be 
required. 

The act of Legislature which followed adopted 
this estimate, but provided that a certain portion 
of the whole area should be situated east of the 
line of Jefferson street. To conform to this 
requirement it was found necessary that the 
westerly part of the Main Park should be nar- 
rower than had been originally designed. Your 
Commission was advised at the time that this 
reduction was a very unfortunate one, chiefly 
because, after pinching the ground on the north 
side of the water as much as possible without 
abandoning the design, it was still necessary, in 
order to conform to the law, to throw out some 
ten acres of land on the south side of the water 
previously intended to be included in the Park 
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and which for many years to come would be 
more valuable than any other. 

I have several times since suggested to the 
Commission that application should be made to 
the Legislature for an Act providing a remedy 
for this misfortune, and in the light of the expe- 
rience of the year now closing, I beg to renew 
that advice with earnestness. The ground in 
question is a part of a grove of well-grown 
beeches and maples, upon a nearly level surface, 
and there is no other ground in or near any of 
yotir parks or places which for twenty years to 
come will be equally well adapted for large pic- 
nic parties. That portion of the Grove lying 
within the Park, although as yet very imperfectly 
prepared for the purpose, has been much used 
and has proved quite insufficient in extent. With 
the numbers sure to resort to it, it will be much 
crowded, and it will be impossible to keep it in 
tolerable condition. The value of the land for 
the Park, lies largely in its trees, which are liable 
to be cut down. It contains as yet no im- 
provements. I recommend that measures be 
immediately taken to secure it in its present 
condition. 

Respectfully, 

Fred. Law Olmsted, 
Consulting Landscape Architect, 
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To the Honorable the Park Commission of the 
City of Buffalo: 

Gentlemen: I herewith present you a plan 
for the improvement of Niagara Square. In 
designing it, I have had in view the fact, that 
Niagara Square is the central feature of the plan 
of your city, and that broad streets approach and 
cross it from eight directions. It is first of all a 
place of thoroughfare, and, in my judgment, 
nothing should be done which will seriously 
injure its character in this respect. For this 
reason I cannot approve the suggestion which 
has been urged upon me, and which I under- 
stand has been favorably entertained by many, 
of appropriating the greater part of its limited 
area to a public garden. 

Maintaining the present thoroughfares at their 
full breadth and on the same general plan as at 
present, eight triangles remain, the parts of 
which nearest the center of the Square are too 
narrow to be of any value. If they are reduced 
materially in depth the central space would be 
very large and need some effective decoration, 
neither breaking the view nor obliging travel to 
deviate abruptly or to an inconvenient distance 
from any of its present courses. For this pur- 
pose nothing would be better than a circular 
fountain basin at the center of the Square, pro- 



H 

vided convenience will allow it to be made large 
enough to appear suitable to a situation of so 
much importance, and in which it must be seen 
without support from adjoining objects. 

This idea has been adopted in the plan : The 
fountain basin being made one hundred feet in 
diameter and designed to require as moderate a 
cost for construction as possible ; its circumfer- 
ence being a low coping and rail ; its center a 
body of spray without expensive masonry and a 
large part of the effect to be obtained by a belt 
near the circumference, of water plants ; the 
design being similar to that of the new fountain 
in Union Square New York, but larger in scale. 
A wheel-way is then allowed around the foun- 
tain nowhere less than sixty feet in breadth. 

The general plan of the remaining outer parts 
of the Square will be readily understood on 
examination of the drawing. The present trees 
of the Square so far as valuable are proposed to 
be utilized and others added so as to form effect- 
ive groups which are to stand in turf plats. 
Seats are to be placed about and under the trees, 
the backs of which connected by railings will 
protect the turf and trees from injury. 

My opinion has been asked as to several points 
under discussion in regard to a memorial of the 
late war. 
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There is a certain advantage to be gained by 
placing a memorial object in the midst of the 
city, rather than in its suburbs, which will fully 
justify the Commission in changing its original 
plan of assigning the Soldiers* Place to the pro- 
posed monument, if it is desired by those who 
have the matter in charge. A suggestion as to 
the form of the Memorial has been presented in 
a drawing of an arch. 

I think the design a very original and very 
noble one, and that it might be adopted with 
unusual confidence of an imposing and satisfac- 
tory result. 

I should recommend that it be placed as indi- 
cated in the drawing on one side of the Square 
and so as to span one of the wheel-ways leading 
out of it. In this position it would be seen in 
its best aspect by all crossing the Square, and 
equally well from nearly all parts of it. Placed 
in the center, its principal front would be seen 
satisfactorily from only about a third part of the 
Square. There are several reasons why the 
position indicated on the north side of the 
Square, spanning Delaware street, is to be pre- 
ferred to any other. The best light will then fall 
upon it ; its inscriptions will therefore be more 
legible and its sculpture will have the best effect. 
The two spaces on which the largest number of 
visitors can stand on the Square, without disturb- 
ance by carriages, will be opposite to it, and at 
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the best distance for viewing it comprehensively. 
The carriage-way is narrower than any other, 
and the arch could here be built at less cost. Its 
piers would stand, as shown, on ground at pres- 
ent intermediate between the wheel-way and the 
walks. 

It is to be presumed that the private rights 
now held in the borders of Delaware street will 
at some time be extinguished, the trees and 
walks in them be arranged on an uniform sys- 
tem, and that it will in all respects be treated 
and used as a public promenade and approach 
road from the center of the city to the Main 
Park, as was intended and expected when the 
park system was designed. To such an approach 
and promenade the arch, placed as proposed, 
would form a fitting and noble entrance. 

I recommend that, in case the Memorial Asso- 
ciation should be willing to adopt a design of 
the character of that under consideration and 
to undertake its construction, the Commission 
offer to assign the site indicated on the plan (a a) 
and to lay suitable and sufficient foundations 

for it. 

Respectfully, 

Fred. Law Olmsted. 

Buffalo, December 15, 1874. 
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Buffalo Park, January i, 1875. 

To the Board of Park Commissioners : 

Gentlemen : I respectfully submit the follow- 
ing report of operations on the several parks 
under your charge during the year eighteen 
hundred and seventy-four : 

For the first four months an average daily 
force of about fifty men were employed in exca- 
vating the embankment of the former line of 
Delaware street across the Lake, in grading 
Lincoln Parkway below Forest Avenue, and in 
shaping the portion of the Meadow between 
former line of Chapin street and Ledgewood 
Concourse. The unusual mildness of the winter 
permitted these operatibns to be carried on at 
comparatively small disadvantage. 

Immediately on the opening of Spring the 
number of men employed was increased to about 
two hundred, and the general work of improve 
ment resumed with renewed energy. From the 
first of May until the close of the year the 
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number employed daily has varied but slightly 
from this number, as will be seen from the fol- 
lowing monthly synopsis : 

Foremen. Laborers. Teamsters. 

January, 2 38 6 

February, 3 50 9 

March, i 19 6 

April, 4 64 6 

May, 8 179 45 

June, 10 240 57 

July, 9 149 36 

August, . 9 138 40 

September, 8 169 39 

October, 8 195 43 

November, 8 159 32 

December, 8 136 35 

The Park. 

The unsightly dike across the Park Lake which 
had so marred its appearance during the previous 
year, having been removed early in the season, 
the full expanse of the water and complete out- 
line of the shore were then brought into view. 
The entire area of water is forty-six acres — its 
length from the Overflow to the head of South 
Bay about three-quarters of a mile — and its level 
from twenty to twenty-five feet below the bluffs 
on either side. Its form is finely diversified by 
deep sinuosities and projecting headlands, and 
by the varying slopes and heights of the encir- 
cling banks, which, from every point of view, 
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half conceal, half reveal the extent of the water 
surface. Fine prospects of it are obtained from 
many parts of The Drive and of the different 
walks ; and from whichever point viewed its 
scenic beauty commands attention, and has been 
much admired by visitors. The boating facili- 
ties it has afforded have also contributed much 
to the enjoyment and recreation of the public. 
The demand for the use of the row-boats in 
charge of Mr. Fred. Viele, the lessee, has steadily 
increased ; and every pleasant day the scene has 
been enlivened by blithe boating parties gliding 
over its surface. Throughout the season the 
water has been pure and clear, without any ap- 
pearance of the weeds or mosses which grew so 
rank and gave so much annoyance the previous 
summer. 

Considerable work has been accomplished in 
shaping and finishing all the grounds bordering 
on the water. The east shore, having been en- 
tirely formed the previous year by soft, newly 
excavated swamp muck, had settled much and 
very unevenly. It was again worked over and 
the foot-paths, plantations, and general surface 
adjusted to the lower level. 

The section of the north bank, between the 
old and new line of Delaware street, was all 
thoroughly tile-drained early in the spring, there 
being used in this work three thousand feet of 
one and one-fourth inch tile, one thousand feet of 
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four inch pipe and one hundred and fifty feet of 
six inch pipe. The cut in the old street line was 
filled up with the material from the liake-dike, 
the terrace of North Cape Concourse was re- 
arranged, sodded and furnished with two flights 
of steps, and the adjoining shore line remodeled 
from North Cape to the Coppice Bank. On the 
opposite side, or South Bluff, the deep trench on 
the former street line was filled with similar 
material, the stock in the adjoining shrub-nursery 
set out, the whole plot graded and seeded, and 
the foot-paths in the plan of this section opened 
from the South Bay through the Beech Banks 
to Lincoln Parkway entrance. 

The Beech Banks have been the frequent 
resort of picnic parties, ' several of which have 
come from the outlying towns of Erie county. 
The trees of this grove have now a flourishing 
aspect, and have evidently been much benefited 
by the heavy top-dressing of swamp muck ap- 
plied when the adjoining portion of the lake was 
excavated ; but the turf has been much injured 
by the throngs frequenting it. The popularity of 
the grove clearly indicates that its limits are too 
narrow, and ampler room for the freer dispersion 
of picnic parties is essential to the preservation 
of the sward. 

The West Bluff" section has been graded and 
soiled, the Branch Drive to the Concourse 
opened, and about three acres of the west angle 
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prepared for Nursery Stock, and planted with 
seedlings and scions of trees and shrubs. 

In August and September plans were received 
from Mr. Calvert Vaux for a Summer House on 
the projecting knoll in front of the Beech Banks, 
for two sheltered seats on the main boat land- 
ing, and for a combined Refectory and Boat- 
house on the dock below the Terrace. Contracts 
for these structures were speedily executed, and 
their construction immediately begun. The 
Summer-house, now termed The Spire-house — 
from its long tapering roof — and two ornamental 
settees at the main landing have been erected, 
and the work on the Boat-house is well advanced. 
This structure — as the foundation of the dock 
walls seemed insecure — is built on eighty white 
oak piles driven down to hard pan and firmly 
tied together by strong oak walings. The main 
building is seventy-two feet by sixteen feet and 
two stories high, with a broad wing over the 
dock forty feet by sixty feet, one story in height, 
having a flat deck-roof, intended to be used as a 
Summer Refectory in connection with the upper 
story of the other part. It provides ample ac- 
commodation for the anchorage, care, and repair 
of the row-boats, as well as for the stowage of 
all boating appurtenances ; and in addition fur- 
nishes all the most needful restaurant conven- 
iences. It will supply wants that have been 
much felt during the past two seasons, and will 
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unite and harmonize all the other features of 
the Park design which center at this important 
point. 

A brick sewer two feet in diameter and one 
thousand one hundred and seventy-three feet in 
length has been built from the creek below the 
Overflow to near the foot of Lincoln Parkway, 
for the purpose of receiving the drainage of that 
approach and of the others converging on Sol- 
diers' Place. From this sewer a branch of six 
inch glazed pipe two hundred feet long has been 
laid to the rear of the Boat-house to carry off 
the slops and other sewage of the building. 

Early in the season the need of good drink- 
ing water was experienced in this vicinity, and 
two pipe-wells were bored in positions deemed 
favorable for good water, and at the same time 
in convenient proximity to the picnic grove. 
Another was likewise sunk at a point on the 
opposite side of the Lake, at the junction of the 
paths below North Cape Concourse. In each 
case water was obtained at a depth of about 
sixteen feet, but the taste has been unpleasant 
and the supply inadequate. However, by the 
introduction during October and November of 
the city water from the main in Forest Avenue, 
at its intersection with Lincoln Parkway, an 
abundant supply for that and all other purposes 
for which it may be wanted, is now assured. 
From Forest Avenue to the edge of the Meadow 
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near the Delaware street viaduct, a distance of 
nearly seven thousand feet, a six inch iron pipe 
has been laid along the general line of The 
Drive ; thence along the North Woods' Drive 
to near the site of the proposed Steading on 
Amherst street, a distance of three thousand 
three hundred and sixty feet, a four inch pipe 
has been laid. From this main several branches, 
chiefly of three inch pipe, have been laid to 
points where they can be conveniently tapped in 
future connections and extensions. Five stop- 
valves and five hydrants have also been inserted 
at suitable stations. In all nearly eleven thou- 
sand feet of water-pipe have been provided. 

In the beginning of August a contract was 
made with Thomas Dark & Sons for the ma- 
sonry of a stone viaduct to carry The Park Drive 
over Delaware street. Work was at once there- 
after begun, and the structure finished early in 
November. The labor for the excavation of the 
foundations, and for all the earth-filling behind 
the abutments, as well as all material used except 
the building-stone and the scaffolding, were fur- 
nished by the Park Commission, n It is a single 
arch forty feet wide on the line of the street, and 
seventy-six feet wide on the line of The Park 
Drive. The abutment walls are six and one- 
half feet high from the sidewalk to the spring of 
the arch, and the key of the arch is seventeen 
feet above the road level. The foundation of 
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the abutment walls on th^ east side is in sharp 
gravel six and one-half feet below the road level. 
On this is placed a wall of concrete five feet 
thick and ten feet wide. The west abutment 
foundation being all in quick-sand, a double layer 
of stout oak plank was first laid over the whole 
bottom, and on that the concrete placed as on the 
opposite side. The stone used was the flinty 
limestone from Jammerthal quarries, built in 
regular rubble courses, with corners and copings 
of Williamsville limestone. The plan provides 
a carriage-way of forty feet in width, two foot- 
paths of nine feet each, and outside each walk a 
border of soil eight feet wide, in which it is 
intended a thicket of shrubbery shall be planted 
in the spring, by which the masonry will be 
screened so that it will be invisible from The 
Drive. 

During the construction of this bridge neither 
the traffic of the street below nor the travel on 
the Park Drive above was at any time obstructed. 
The scaffold centering of the arch was provided 
with an opening sufficiently capacious for all the 
traffic, and before the temporary bridge over the 
south half was removed the north half was fin- 
ished and opened for the Park travel. 

Behind the abutments of the bridge a large 
amount of earth-filling was required, which was 
obtained by changing the height and slope of 
the banks facing Delaware street When this 
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was finished to the sub-grade on the line of the 
roadway, the Drive over the arch and for about 
five hundred feet on either side of it was con- 
structed with stone on the plan of a Macadam 
road. 

A picket fence five feet high and three thou- 
sand three hundred and thirty-two feet long has 
been built along the sides of that part of Dela- 
ware street lying within The Park. 

In the vicinity of the quarry several improve- 
ments have been made. The old excavation in 
the limestone ledge in front of the Concourse 
was filled up to the general grade of the grounds 
contiguous. This required over four thousand 
cubic yards of earth, about one-quarter of which 
was rich muck obtained from the east bank of 
the Lake, which was spread over the whole sur- 
face denuded. All the section which had been 
cut off from the Meadow by the temporary cross- 
drive on former line of Chapin street has been 
graded and seeded. Ledgewood, on either side 
of the Concourse, has been graded and soiled 
where the rock was exposed, so as to be ready 
for seeding next spring. The South Drive, 
which for six hundred feet from the Concourse 
had lain half-finished for two years, was com- 
pleted with road-metal and gravel, and its side- 
gutters paved with cobble-stones. The Con- 
course which also about two years ago had 
been partially formed, was likewise stoned and 
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graveled ; the gutter on either side was paved 
with cobbles ; and on the front a dressed curb and 
flat gutter of Williamsville limestone were set. 
The North Drive for the distance of twelve 
hundred feet from the Concourse was also stoned, 
but is not yet graveled, nor are the gutters 
paved. 

Since the first of August the Quarry has been 
constantly wrought, furnishing stone for road- 
making, bridge -building, etc.; and the steam 
stone-crusher for breaking road-metal has been 
steadily going during almost the same period. 
About ^fifteen thousand cubic yards of stone 
have been quarried ; all of it admirably adapted 
to road-making, and so conveniently situated 
and so easily quarried and broken up, as to 
fully manifest the great advantage to the Parks 
of having such a fine supply of suitable road 
material within their bounds. 

The outside strips of land on the north border 
of the Meadow on each side of the North Woods 
where the young grass had failed the previous 
year, was manured, cultivated and then re-seeded. 

The angle of low land between the Amherst 
street entrance and the line of Colvin street 
was tile-drained, and the branch sewer along the 
North Drive extended to near the proposed site 
of the Steading. In this work three thousand 
feet of one and one-fourth inch tile, eight hun- 
dred and sixty feet of four inch pipe and four 
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hundred and fifty feet of six inch pipe were used. 
The greater part of the plants in the Nursery of 
this quarter has been planted out, and chiefly 
along the eastern boundary. From the Nursery 
below Ledgewood many trees have also been 
transplanted — principally to the Meadow, and 
along the north bank of the Lake. 

The grass on all parts of the Park has been 
frequently mown in order to secure a close and 
even sward ; and from July to October, one hun- 
dred and twenty-five sheep were pastured on the 
Meadow. On large areas the turf is still unsat- 
isfactory, partly owing to a succession of very 
dry summers, but mainly because of the sterility 
of the soil. As at least a partial remedy to this 
about two thousand cubic yards of manure have 
been purchased at the Stock Yards. This is 
being delivered by the Central Railroad at Col- 
vin street, and thence hauled to and spread upon 
the Meadow. 



Humboldt Parkway. 

The borders of Humboldt Parkway, wherever 
the grading had been completed the previous 
year, were well cultivated and seeded to grass 
at the opening of the spring. Young tulip trees 
were planted along all the finished parts, many of 
which have since died or exhibit impaired vitality. 
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The south half of the double Drive from Steele 
to Puffer street, has been opened to the sub- 
grade, and also the east-side traffic-way from 
Scajaquada Creek to F'erry street. 

The drainage of this Parkway has had special 
attention. From Steele to Puffer street four 
transverse sewers have been laid in the lines of 
small runnels, the courses of which could not 
conveniently be diverted. 

From Scajaquada Creek to the crest of the 
hill near the Parade, a line of sewer has been 
built with branches at short intervals to silt 
basins along the Drives. From the Creek to 
the south side of Ferry street, the sewer is of 
brick, and two feet in diameter. Thence for 
twelve hundred feet southerly the diameter is 
eighteen inches, and the remainder socket pipe 
of suitable sizes. All the drainage requisite 
on the line of this Parkway is now completed. 
There has been laid during the year : 

1,187 lineal feet of brick sewer, 2 feet in diameter. 
1,351 lineal feet of brick sewer, i>tf feet in diameter. 

754 lineal feet of socket pipe, i foot in diameter. 

932 lineal feet of socket pipe, 9 inches in diameter. 

902 lineal feet of socket pipe, 6 inches in diameter. 

780 lineal feet of socket pipe, 4 inches in diameter. 

5,906 total feet. 
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The Parade. 

• 

On The Parade considerable progress has been 
made in the development of the design on that 
part of it which lies east of the former line of 
Walden street. All the Carriage-ways and most 
of the foot-paths have been opened, and the 
adjacent grounds dressed and enriched with 
good soil from the site of the Refectory and Car- 
riage Concourse, and from the new street upon 
the Eastern boundary. A brick sewer two hun- 
dred and thirty-eight feet long and eighteen 
inches wide has been built from Genesee street 
to the Refectory site, which drains the cellar of 
that intended structure, the greater portion of 
which has been excavated. Twenty silt basins 
have been placed in the line of the Drives receiv- 
ing the surface water at short intervals, and dis- 
charging it into the leading mains of the general 
drainage system, thus preventing the wash here- 
tofore made during heavy storms. In making 
these connections one thousand four hundred 
and twenty-one feet of pipe were laid. 

In October, the City Street Commissioner 
opened North and East Parade streets which 
bound the grounds from Avenue A to Genesee 
street, and are intended to carry the traffic which 
has heretofore passed across the Parade on the 
former line of Walden street, which part may 
now at any time be closed. On the line of the 
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above streets a plank walk four feet wide has 
been laid on the side next to The Parade. 

A light crop of hay was secured at the first 
mowing of the finished grounds which during 
the remainder of the year were statedly cut so as 
to maintain the turf in good condition. Several 
base-ball clubs had the privilege of playing upon 
a portion of these grounds during the season, 
but, as the practice of such amusements injures 
permanently a large portion of the turf, the ex- 
tent to which their use for such purposes can in 
the future be permitted, requires your careful 
consideration. 



Fillmore Avenue. 

Fillmore Avenue one hundred feet wide, 
with a roadway fifty feet in width has been 
graded and opened to traffic from The Parade to 
William street, a distance of over a mile and a 
quarter. A plank walk four feet wide has been 
laid along the same distance. Near Lovejoy 
street an arched stone culvert six and a half feet 
in the clear has been built the full width of the 
Avenue. At three other points on this Avenue, 
on the line of small water courses, suitable drain- 
age has been provided by laying glazed sewer 
pipe. Below William street, the only work done 
has been to arrange for the removal by next 
spring of all the buildings standing on the line. 
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West-Side Approaches. 

On the Parkways, Avenues and Places located 
on the west side of the city, important improve- 
ments have been effected. Lincoln Parkway has 
been graded, and the two outer traffic roads 
opened from Forest Avenue to Soldiers* Place. 
The Carriage-way of Soldiers* Place has been 
opened the full width, and the additional or 
double Drives on Chapin and Bidwell Parkways 
have also been opened to the sub-grade. Chapin 
and Bidwell Places have likewise been graded, 
and the plans thereof partially unfolded. 

Sewer pipes of suitable sizes with branches to 
inlet basins at brief intervals have been laid 
from a point on Lincoln Parkway five hundred 
feet below Forest Avenue to Soldiers' Place, and 
thence branching to the foot of Bidwell Park- 
way, and to the Summit of Chapin Parkway. I 
the bottom of the ravine which formerly crossed 
Chapin Place, a culvert of glazed pipe, eighteen 
inches in diameter was laid, and sufficient drain- 
age provided for Chapin Place, and for the por- 
tion of Chapin Parkway sloping in that direc- 
tion. In the drainage of these Parkways there 
have been laid during the year : 
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3^5 ^^^^ of 1 8 inch socket pipe 

654 feet of 15 inch socket pipe 

1,130 feet of 12 inch socket pipe 

1,347 feet of 9 inch socket pipe 

2,694 feet of 6 inch socket pipe 

2,476 feet of 4 inch socket pipe 

Total, 8,626 lineal feet. 

From Chapin Place to the Boat-house, a plank 
walk four feet wide has been laid on the easterly 
side of Chapin and Lincoln Parkways. 

On the borders of these Parkways, as far as 
they were graded by the first of June, rows of elm 
trees were planted. Four rows of the same kind 
of tree were also planted on the sidewalks of 
" The Avenue." In all over one thousand trees 
have been set out on these approaches, nearly all 
of which have shown vigorous growth during the 
past season. 

In June, a coating of gravel obtainec^ from 
North Street Circle, was spread on -"The Ave- 
nue," over a width of twenty-five feet, with a thick- 
ness of about four inches. This soon became 
well compacted, and for the remainder of the 
year afforded a firm and smooth wheel-way. 



The Circle. 

The work of improvement on The Circle at 
the junction of "The Avenue" and Porter Ave- 
nue was re-commenced on the twenty-second of 
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May; but soon after, it having been decided to 
alter the design, the work was suspended until 
the latter part of August, when the present plan 
was received from Mr. Olmsted and adopted by 
you. 

The work was then actively resumed, the 
grounds all graded, the lines of the roadway and 
a portion of the foot-paths opened, and pipes 
laid for drainage, for gas-lamps, and for the 
water supply of the fountains. The Carriage-way 
has been constructed on the Macadam plan, with 
twenty inches of broken stones compacted well 
by the steam roller, and surfaced with gravel. 
The gutters have been laid with dressed curbs 
and flags of Medina sandstone. 

Sixty trees, twenty-five feet to thirty feet in 
height, and about six inches in diameter of trunk, 
most of which were obstructions on the line of 
the ^ork on Porter Avenue, have been trans- 
planted to The Circle by the two tree-moving 
machines. 

The site of The Circle having been formerly a 
cemetery many remains have been exhumed in 
the progress of the work, all of which have been 
carefully collected and re-interred in the plot 
in Forest Lawn Cemetery purchased for this 
purpose. 
5 
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Porter Avenue. 

The north half of Porter Avenue has been 
graded and twenty-^ix feet in width of the road- 
way excavated to the depth of twenty inches. 
It has been filled in with rubble-stone and road- 
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metal in the same manner as on the Circle as far 
down as Ninth street, while the work on the 
remainder is progressing. 

The sewer formerly terminating a little below 
the junction of York street has been extended 
seven hundred feet to the upper side of Twelfth 
street, and the proper drainage of the whole 
Avenue provided for. The valuable trees, which 
have had to be removed in widening this thor- 
oughfare, have been carefully transplanted by 
means of the tree-trucks — some to the Circle, 
as above stated, some to The Front, and some to 
the new sidewalk line of the Avenue. In all 
one hundred and ten trees, ranging from twenty 
feet to forty feet in height, and from six inches 
to twelve inches in diameter have, during this 
fall, been transplanted. 

The Front. 

On The Front but little work has been done. 
About five thousand yards of surplus material 
from the work on Porter Avenue have been used 
in filling depressions in the flats between the 






canal tow-path and the Terrace, and in widening 
the Avenue along the southern boundary. The 
grass here has been mowed regularly so as to 
secure and preserve a good sward, and the walks 
and drives have been kept in fair condition. 
Constant base-ball practice on the Play-ground 
throughout the summer has seriously injured the 
turf there, which, if allowed as unrestrictedly 
during another year, will be entirely destroyed. 



Prospect Hill Parks. 

The Prospect Hill Parks have been duly 
mown and the walks kept in trim order. In 
widening Porter Avenue the south fence of each 
square was taken up and a strip thirty-four feet 
wide cut off from each Park. 



Niagara Square. 

At Niagara Square the grass on the triangular 
plots has occasionally been mown, and slight 
changes have been made in appearances by re- 
moval of decaying fences and shrubbery. Com- 
paratively little attention has been bestowed 
upon this locality, as some parts are still under 
private control, and radical changes are antici- 
pated in it at an early day in connection with 
the erection of the proposed Soldiers* Monument. 
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During the summer months four policemen 
from the city force were detailed for Park duty. 
They were found to be of great service in pre- 
serving necessary order, in preventing trespass, 
and in guarding against or mitigating accident. 

The number of visitants to the Park, both on 
foot and in vehicles, have been much larger than 
in the previous year, but as no daily returns 
were made the exact increase cannot be stated. 

Again I have to acknowledge the valuable 
services of Mr. Thomas J. Rogers, who, since 
May first, has been in charge of the Engineer 
Department, and has furnished all the lines, 
levels and working plans required in executing 
the various details of the work. I have like- 
wise to acknowledge the efficiency evinced by 
Mr. George Troup, Assistant Superintendent, 
and the aid accordingly received from him since 
October fifteenth, when he took special charge 
of all the work being done on The Circle and 
on Porter Avenue. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Wm. McMillan, 

General Superintendent, 



FINANCIAL STATEMENT, 1874. 



Abstract of Receipts and Expenditures. 



Improvement Fund. 

Receipts, 

Balance in treasury, Dec. 31, 1873, 
From avails of Park Bonds issued 

in 1874, 

From Fillmore Avenue Fund 
From sales of hay, . . . 
From sales of old buildings, 
From sales of earth, sod, etc. 
From sales of scrap iron, . 

From rent, 

From Secretary and Treasurer on 

account of pay rolls, . . 

Total, 



$100,000.00 

27,815.44 

393.00 

190.00 

156.50 
11.63 

50.00 



$799-39 



73-57 $128,690.14 
129,489.53 



For construction, . .' . . 
For teams and labor, . . 
For Engineer corps, . . . 
For Engineer's office, . . 
For plans and designs, . . 
For horses, vehicles, etc., . 
For tools, implements, etc.. 
For trees, shrubs and seeds, 



Disbursements. 

$39,352.88 
75,355-62 

1,5^9-25 
391.90 

864 . 00 



1,003.00 
4,072.49 
1,689.86 
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For opening streets (local taxes), 1,880.19 

For fertilizers, 229.00 

For printing and advertising, . . 577 '35 

For miscellaneous, 464.88 

$127,470.42 
Add balances in hands of Secre- 
tary and Treasurer on accout 
of pay rolls, ..... 73-57 $127,543.99 

Balance in Treasury December 31, 1874, i>945-54 



Maintenance Fund. 

Receipts, 
From General Fund, 1874, ... $16,300.00 

Disbursements, 

For salaries of officers, .... $5,682.31 

For office expenses, 642 . 25 

For teams and labor, 6,656.17 

For keeping and care of animals, . 684.35 

For tools and implements, . . . 319-39 

For Fertilizers, 530-00 

For printing, advertising and sta- 
tionery, 247.84 

For local taxes, i?355-64 

For miscellaneous, 122.50 $16,240.45 

Balance to General Fund, 1875, . 59-55 
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His Honor THE MAYOR, Ex-officio. 
PASCAL P. PRATT, DENNIS BOWEN, 

EDWARD BENNETT, JOSEPH BORK, 

BRITTON HOLMES, SHERMAN S. JEWETT, 

COOLEY S. CHAPIN, MICHAEL MESMER, 

EDWIN T. EVANS, DE WITT C. WEED, 

PATRICK SMITH, ' JOSEPH WARREN, 

JOSEPH L. FAIRCHILD, DANIEL D. HARNETT, 

AUGUSTUS FUCHS. 



President, 

PASCAL P. PRATT. 



Secretary and Treasurer. 

WILLIAM F. ROGERS. 



Consulting Landscape Architect. 

FREDERIC LAW OLMSTED. 



General Superintendent. 

WILLIAM McMillan.- 



STANDING COMMITTEES. 



Executive Committee, 

PASCAL P. PRATT, SHERMAN S. JEWETT, 

JOSEPH WARREN, EDWIN T. EVANS, ' . 

DE WITT C. WEED. 



Committee on Grounds, 

DENNIS BOWEN, COOLEY S. CHAPIN, 

JOSEPH L. FAIRCHILD, JOSEPH BORK,. 

AUGUSTUS FUCHS. 
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PARK COMMISSIONERS' REPORT. 



To the Honorable the Common Council of the 
City of Buffalo : 

Section 23, chapter 165, of the Laws of 1869 
requires that " the Park Commissioners shall, in 
the month of January of every year, make to 
the Common Council of said city a full report 
of their proceedings, and a detailed statement of 
all their receipts and expenditures." 

On the thirty-first of December, 1874, there re- 
mained in the City Treasury, to the credit of the 
Park Improvement Fund, the sum of $1,944.54. 
The receipts during the year 1875, have been as 
follows : Appropriated by Common Council, 
$200,000 ; from other sources, $1,874.00, making 
a total of $203,818.54. The expenditures have 
been $201,580.70, leaving a balance in Treasury 
on the thirty-first of December last, of $2,237.84. 

The appiropriation made for maintenance was 
$18,600.00, and the expenditures $18,590.40. 

The detailed statements, required by law, 
accompany this report. 

An amendment to the park act, passed May 
7th, 1872, authorized the Common Council to 



issue the bonds of the city to such an amount, 
not exceeding four hundred thousand dollars, 
" for the purpose of laying out, improving and 
embellishing the park or parks, the approaches 
thereto and connecting streets," " provided, how- 
ever, that such bonds shall not be issued to ex- 
ceed in amount one hundred thousand dollars in 
any one year." 

One hundred thousand dollars per year of the 
bonds of the city were issued under this author- 
ity during the years 1872, 1873 and 1874, leaving 
one hundred thousand to be issued last year. 

During the winter of 1874-75, a large portion 
of our population, who depend upon daily labor 
for daily bread, were unemployed. The office of 
the Park Superintendent was daily besieged by 
this class — coming in crowds in the early dawn 
of the winter morning, beseeching work in terms 
which proved the dire necessity which had driven 
them forth in the hope of obtaining employment. 
The Park was their objective point, it was a pub - 
lie work, and where else could they look for em- 
ployment with less risk of being denied ? Impor- 
tunity resolved itself into a demand. The funds 
at the disposal of the Board had been consumed 
in the previous season's work, and it became a 
serious question 'how the demands of the labor- 
ers should be met. The Common Council met 
the question promptly by passing a resolution 
requesting the Park Commissioners to continue 
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such work on the parks as would furnish employ- 
ment to unskilled labor, and early in February 
of last year authorized the issue of bonds to the 
amount of one hundred thousand dollars to con- 
tinue the work. Legislation was also obtained 
to enable the Council to make a further issue of 
park bonds to the amount of two hundred thou- 
sand dollars — one hundred thousand to be issued 
in the year 1875, and' one hundred thousand in 
1876. 

In July last, the issue of bonds to the amount 
of one hundred thousand dollars was authorized. 
The appropriation of two hundred thousand 
dollars during the past year has enabled the 
Commissioners to furnish employment to a large 
number of laborers. The work has been pushed 
vigorously, of which the improved appearance 
of the grounds bear the amplest proof. 

The following statement exhibits the receipts 
and expenditures in each ^ear since the work 
commenced. The sum paid for the lands taken 
is also included. 

Year. Receipts. Expenditures. 

1870, $350,000.00 $33o»778.o7 

I87I, 159,106.40 169,976.16 

1872, 104,459.83 110,278.96 

i873» io3,62o.-27 105,354.92 

1874, 128,690.14 127,543.99 

1875, 201,874.00 201,580.70 

Total, . . . $1,047,750.64 $1,045,512.80 

Balance in. Treasury, Dec. 31, 1875, .... $2,237.84 
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This financial statement is presented for the 
information of your honorable body and the cit- 
izens of Buffalo whom you represent. The lands 
originally taken for park purposes, cost the city 
in the year 1869, three hundred and five thousand 
dollars — an average of about six hundred dollars 
an acre. The cost of the improvements made 
during the past six years have averaged about 
fourteen hundred dollars an acre, making the 
entire cost of the Park, excluding Fillmore ave- 
nue, in round numbers, two thousand dollars an 
acre. 

Fillmore avenue, extending from the south 
line of Best street, opposite the Parade, to the 
north line of Seneca street, a distance of over 
eleven thousand feet, was opened to a width of 
one hundred feet in 1874. Previous to this time, 
that portion of it between Best and Batavia 
streets was a public highway, sixty-six feet in 
width and .known asj:he Adams road. The lands 
taken for this approach to the Park have an area 
of about eighteen acres and cost the city by ap- 
praisal in 1873, seventy-two thousand dollars, an 
average of about four thousand dollars an acre. 
This fact is stated to illustrate the rapid increase 
jn the valuation of real estate in the vicinity of 
t he Park improvements. 

The city has not paid an extravagant price 
for its Park lands, and the money which has been 
expended upon the improvements. has been paid 



to our own laborers and mechanics. Leaving 
out of consideration the advantages arising from 
the employment of labor and the beneficial in- 
fluences attending the development of the Park 
system, the Park, as a financial enterprise, has in 
it the elements of success, if it is not already 
entitled to be regarded a success. The additional 
taxes received on the increased valuation of the 
lands in the vicinity of the Parks will surely be 
sufficient to pay the interest upon the park bonds 
and the annual percentage to the sinking fund 
created for their ultimate payment. The follow- 
ing table, taken from the Assessors' valuation of 
the taxable real property of the city, shows the 
increase the past five years : 



I St Ward, 


2d 




3d 




4th 




.5th 




6th 




7th 




8th 




9th 




loth 




nth 




1 2th 




13th 
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1870. 


X87S. 


Increase. 


$4,230,505 


$4,600,635 


$370,130 


. 3»25o,965 


3,415,885 


164,920 


. 1,47 1*905 


1,573,990 


102,085 


. 2,179,645 


2,229,850 


50,205 


. i,87S»275 


2,556,89s 


681,620 


944»275 


1,054,395 


110,120 


1,608,805 


1,925,700 


31M9S 


2,884,060 


2,952,010 


67,950 


'. 3,969»7i5 


4,187,655 


217,940 


. 3,659,385 


4,149,595 


490,210 


2,170,985 


2,752,640 


581,65s 


1,171,135 


1,456,580 


285,445 


872,560 


1,087,905 


215,345 


$30,289,215 


$33,943*735 


$3,654,520 

m 
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These figures show an increase of three mil- 
lions, six hundred and fifty-four thousand, five 
hundred and twenty dollars — an average increase 
in valuation of about six hundred thousand dol- 
lars a year. In the three wards in which the 
lands originally taken for the Park are princi- 
pally located — namely, the seventh, eleventh and 
twelfth wards — the increase is one million, one 
hundred eighty-three thousand, nine hundred 
and ninety-five dollars, or about two hundred 
thousand dollars a year, proving that at least 
one-third of the total increase is in these wards. 
If the city continues to prosper for the next five 
years in the same ratio as for the past five years, 
and the valuations are properly advanced from 
time to time, the increased receipts of the city 
treasury arising from the system of Park im- 
provements will meet all the obligations incurred 
up to the present time. Meanwhile the Park, 
which is now only fairly opened to the public, 
will be increasing in beauty and affording fresh 
pleasures to our citizens. 

It is not the purpose of the Park Commission- 
ers to ask the Common Council to authorize 
expenditures upon the Park in excess of the 
appropriations now provided for by law. The 
two hundred thousand dollars for which the 
Council obtained legislative authority to bond 
the city last year was not asked by the Board, 
it was the voluntary act of the Council, done 
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for the purpose of furnishing employment to our 
laboring population. The money has been faith- 
fully expended to meet this design, as the ab- 
stract of expenditures herewith presented will 
show — the amount paid for. construction, teams 
and labor aggregating $179,15943 during the 
past year. The condition to which the drive- 
ways and the grounds generally have been 
brought is the best evidence that the fund has 
been economically and effectively used. 

Reference to the principal works undertaken 
during the past year, some of which are still 
incompleted, is appropriate here. 

Since the excavation of the Park Lake was 
completed it was found impossible to keep the 
water to the designated level, as required by the 
plan, in consequence of the back-water overflow- 
ing the lands, owned respectively by the Buffalo 
City Cemetery and Rev. Dr. Lord, for some dis- 
tance above the point where the Creek enters 
the Lake. To obviate this difficulty an arrange- 
ment was made with the Trustees of the Cem- 
etery and Dr. Lord to raise the banks on each 
side of the Creek by excavating the swamp and 
using the material taken therefrom to form the 
banks. The work was performed by a portion 
of the Park force, under the direction of the 
Superintendent, the Cemetery Association and 
Dr. Lord, each contributing their share to the 
expense. About sixteen thousand cubic yards 
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of swamp muck was removed, forming an orna- 
mental pond with an area of about three acres, 
and a depth of about five feet below the water 
line. The excavation revealed many large springs 
in the bottom, furnishing a copious supply of 
clear water. While this work improved in a 
marked degree the grounds bordering the Creek, 
it has permitted the water in the Lake to be 
raised to the proper level without causing dam- 
age by back-water. 

Farmstead. 

The erection of a building, to be used as a 
residence and office by the General Superintend- 
ent, was commenced in August last. The house 
is thirty by thirty feet, two stories high, with a 
broad one-story wing for office purposes. The 
foundation of the barn and stables have also 
been laid. The house and sheds adjoining is 
nearly completed and ready for occupation. 

These buildings are intended to accommodate 
all the administrative business of the Park, to 
furnish shelter from the weather, and safe stor- 
age for all machines, wagons, implements and 
tools ; to provide barn room for hay, feed an d 
litter, and stabling and courts for all horses, cows, 
sheep, deer and fowls that may be kept on the 
Park. It is also intended in due time to erect 
at the Farmstead a public Refectory or Dairy, 
where plain meals, chiefly of fresh farm produce , 
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can be obtained. The site will overlook the 
Deer Paddock on the north, and also command 
a broad view over the meadow to the west bound- 
ary of the Park A range of public sheds on 
the main front line of the farm buildings will 
accommodate visitors to the Dairy who come in 
vehicles, and they will also afford convenient 
shelter to all who at times may be overtaken by 
a sudden storm. 



Parade Refectory. 

The erection of a building on the Parade was 
commenced late in October, by Mr. Joseph 
Churchyard, to whom the contract for the work 
was awarded, and is now in a very forward state ; 
the entire building being enclosed, the heating 
apparatus in so that the work can be prosecuted 
during the winter. 

This building is two hundred and seventy-two 
feet long by fifty feet wide and two stories high. 
There are two wings or galleries at the west end, 
one at the east end, each one hundred by thirty 
feet, and two stories high, overlooking the Parade 
ground and grove. Its elevated site will also 
afford a fine outlook over the city, and the dis- 
tant hills of Chautauqua are brought prominently 
in view. The building and adjoining grounds 
are designed to furnish on a liberal scale every 
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facility for large parties to join in various inno- 
cent recreations and amusements. Parties, so- 
cieties, clubs, and all organizations of like char- 
acter, may here gather in summer or winter and 
celebrate their festivals, f&tes and anniversaries ; 
may give balls and banquets, or may join in 
gymnastics and athletic games or sports, or 
quietly pic-nic in the grove. The Parade ground 
affords ample space for our military organizations 
to practice field evolutions, and the completion 
of the building will make it a popular and con- 
venient place of resort. 



Fillmore Avenue. 

Over fifteen thousand dollars have been ex- 
pended upon Fillmore Avenue, which has been 
worked and graveled to the railroad tracks which 
cross the avenue below William street. An ex- 
tensive bridge structure is required* to carry the 
avenue over these tracks, and the Commissioners 
were unable to undertake it during the past year 
without neglecting work of a more pressing 
character and of greater practical utility. The 
New York Central Railroad Company, when a 
' plan is matured, will contribute a portion of the 
expense of this bridge. Until this is done, any 
considerable expenditure on the avenue between 
the railroad and Seneca street would not be 
productive of satisfactory results. 
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Conclusion. 

For the completion of the works now in pro- 
gress and under contract, the Commissioners 
respectfully request that the remaining one 
hundred thousand dollars of bonds which the 
law authorizes your honorable body to appropri- 
ate for the present year, be placed to the credit 
of the Improvement Fund at an early day. At 
least $75,000 will be required to meet outstand- 
ing engagements, and the remainder can be most 
advantageously expended in finishing portions 
of the ground so that they can be planted. 
Now that the length of the Park-drives and 
walks has been largely increased and a larger 
area of land is planted, an additional appropria- 
tion for the Maintenance Fund will be necessary. 
No part of the work already done should be 
neglected, and, in the opinion of the Board, the 
sum of $25,000 will be required for this purpose 
the present year. Provision must be made for 
the payment of assessments for the opening of 
West Parade Avenue and other local improve- 
ments to the amount of $3,000. 

The Commissioners take pleasure in express- 
ing to the Common Council their appreciation 
of the uniform courtesy and consideration which 
they experienced from the legislative branch of 
the municipal government. This cheerful co- 
operation has enabled them to pursue a steady 
policy and to develop constantly the system of 
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parks which cannot fail to grow in popular favor 
as they come into more general use. 

It is a pleasure, also, to acknowledge the value 
of the services rendered by Mr. William McMil- 
lan, the General Superintendent, under, whose 
vigilant and intelligent charge all the work on 
the Parks has been carried forward so success- 
fully. Hi^ detailed report of the practical oper- 
ations of the past year is submitted herewith, 
and commended to careful attention. 

1 1 should be borne in mind, at all times, that 
the credit for the scheme of the Park, as well as 
for the designs and plans for the improvement 
of the grounds, is due exclusively to Mr. Fred. 
Law Olmsted, the Landscape Architect 

Pascal P. Pratt, President, 
Philip Becker, 
Dennis Bowen, 
Edward Bennett, 
Joseph Bork, 
Edwin T. Evans, 
Joseph L. Fairchild, 
Britton Holmes, 
Sherman S. Jewett, 
Cooley S. Chapin, 
Patrick Smith, 
Michael Mesmer, 
Daniel D. Harnett, 
De Witt C. Weed, 
Augustus Fuchs, 
Joseph Warren. 

BuFFALO,JJanuary, 1876. 
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Buffalo Park, December 31, 1875. 

To the Board of Park Commissioners : 

Gentlemen : I herewith present the following 
report of the work done on the parks during 
the year eighteen hundred and seventy-five : 

At the beginning of the year the construction 
of the new stone roadway in Porter avenue was 
in progress, and was continued until the founda- 
tion stone was laid eighteen inches deep from 
the Circle to Seventh street. Work was then 
begun on the construction of stone roads on 
several portions of the Drives of the main Park. 
About the middle of January the excavation of 
a portion of the swamp land on each side of 
Scajaquada Creek near its entry into the Park 
Lake was undertaken, the owners of the land 
agreeing to pay a proportionate share of the 
cost. This low ground was liable to overflow 
and damage by back-water from the Lake if 
raised to the proper height ; and on this account 
3 
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the Lake had not hitherto been filled to the es- 
tablished level. By this excavation the full depth 
of water in the Lake has been obtained the past 
summer, and an ornamental pond of about three 
acres was formed in what was formerly a boggy 
swamp. 

This work was completed about the end of 
February. At the same time all the work on 
the Park drives that could be done advanta- 
geously at that season of the year being finished 
the force employed was discharged. During 
these two months of mid-winter, as also during 
the last months of the previous year, an average 
number of 200 men had been employed daily. 
By occasional changes in the persannel of the 
force, over 800 men shared more or less in the 
work. This was done to benefit slightly the 
most deserving and destitute of the men among 
the crowds, which at this season of the year 
were daily applying for work. 

The ground was not in fit condition to resume 
operations until the middle of April. By the 
first of May the work of the season was in full 
progress at all points, and was steadily prose- 
cuted with an average daily force of about 400 
men until the first of October. The following 
table shows the organization of the force, and the 
average number of men employed daily during 
each month. 
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Month. 


Foreman. 


Mechanics. 


Laborers. 


Teamsters. 


Total. 


January, . . . 


9 


2 


164 


32 


207 


February, . . 


8 


2 


105 


12 


127 


March, . . 


o 


O 


10 





10 


April, . . . 


7 


I 


94 


14 


116 


May, . . . 


15 


3 


267 


50 


335 


June, 


i6 


15 


321 


55 


407 


July, . . . . 


i6 


lO 


319 


70 


415 


August, . . , 


i6 


20 


279 


64 


379 


September, . , 


14 


40 


163 


68 


285 


October, . . , 


6 


22 


39 


9 


76 


November, . . 


6 


16 


50 


6 


78 


December, . . 


2 


13 


8 


2 


25 



Daily average for the year, 205. 

The largest number employed on any one day, 

475- 

Besides these an average of 30 men (mostly 

mechanics) have been engaged daily on work 

done by contract. 



The Park. 

The chief operations on the main Park have 
been the completion of a long stretch of stone 
drives and walks — the erection of the boat-house, 
of the Superintendent's house, and of a portion ^ 
of the Farmstead sheds — the diversion of the 
line of Amherst street crossing the Park — the 
changes in the location of the North and East 
entrances and work incidental thereto, and the 
planting of trees and shrubbery both in spring 
and in autumn. 
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The work done on the drives of the Park 
comprises the completion of all the trunk drive 
west of the meadow, including the several con- 
courses connected with it ; about 800 feet of the 
North Wood's Drive from the stone arch, east- 
erly, and about 1,800 feet of the East Wood's 
Drive from Ledgewood Concourse to the Farm- 
stead. In all 7,300 feet of drive have been con- 
structed this year, exclusive of the concourses. 
In addition to this the foundation stone has been 
laid in the branch drive to the new East en- 
trance, and in a portion of the branch drives to 
the Farmstead. 

The method of road construction has been 
to lay on the bottom (previously worked to a 
true subgrade) a foundation course of rubble 
blocks six to nine inches thick. Then fill in the 
interstices, and cover with quarry chips to a 
total depth of about twelve inches. All uneven 
spalls are broken or hammered into place, and 
then the layer compacted by the heavy steam 
roller until all perfectly solid and firm. On this 
foundation a layer of about four inches of stone 
broken small by the steam stone-crusher, is spread 
and thoroughly rolled. The final surface is then 
formed with about two inches of selected gravel, 
which is well soaked with water while being 
rolled, and the rolling continued until it has a 
smooth and hard finish. The road has a crown 
of about nine inches in the center; and a gutter 
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on each side two feet wide, paved with Medina 
blocks laid in twelve inches of sand, carries the 
water to sewer receivers built at short and 
regular intervals. 

Nearly seven thousand feet of the walks, 
chiefly along the Drive on the north side of the 
Lake have been built with stone chips laid about 
twelve inches deep, and surfaced with fine gravel. 
Six thousand five hundred feet of walk have 
been temporarily surfaced with gravel without 
any stone ballast. Three thousand feet more of 
footpaths are graded and opened without any 
stone or gravel, making a total of about three 
miles of walks now open. 

In constructing the walk immediately back of 
the Boat-house, the base of the bank being too 
close to the building, it was cut into sufficiently 
to give ample space in the rear. A massive 
retaining wall four feet thick was built in the 
face of this bank. This wall is so planned that 
it also supports on any easy grade the walk 
from the Grove which here .descends the bank 
to the Lake beach in front of the Terrace. It 
also provides by a broad flight of steps (built 
temporarily of wood) direct access from the 
Grove to the rear of the house. The portion of 
this wall supporting the main line of the walk 
is built of large rough stones from the upper or 
" flint-stone " ledges of the quarry. These are 
laid "dry" with an irregular rustic face, showing 
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conspicuously the curious flinty nodules, and 
cHnker-Hke wrinkles of slag, so suggestive of 
a previously fused condition of the flinty rock. 
The wall is capped with a limestone coping on 
which is built an ornamental wooden parapet 
which guards the walk on top. Vines will be 
planted at the base of the wall so as to give it 
eventually the general aspect of a broken ledge 
of rock overgrown with ivy. 

The construction of the Boat-house, which was 
begun late in the autumn of 1874 under con- 
tract with Mr. J. R. Munroe, was continued 
through the winter whenever the weather was 
favorable. It was finished in time to be opened 
to the public on the third of July, under the man- 
agement of Mr. Jacob Mayer as lessee of the 
Restaurant, and of Mr. John Viele as lessee of 
the Boating Department. During the summer 
months it was a great accommodation to visitors ; 
and its facilities for hiring boats, or for obtaining 
light refreshments, were quite extensively used 
and duly appreciated by the public. About the 
end of September the Refectory Department 
was closed for the season. 

By its peculiar design this building is admira- 
bly adapted to the various different purposes 
which it serves. The boating accommodations 
provided are, in connection with the adjoining 
landing pier, unusually ample and convenient. 
It furnishes a roomy office for the boatman, with 
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adjoining store-rooms and closets for the stowage 
of all boating tackle. The covered dock, 60 feet 
wide by 40 feet deep, gives shade and sheltered 
anchorage to the boats when not in use, and has 
also a large working platform for repairs. In 
winter the boats can be slung up overhead, and 
the dock floored over and enclosed to form 
apartments especially adapted to skaters and 

r 

curlers. 

The Refectory department, besides several 
small refreshment-rooms, with closets, 'cloak- 
rooms and wash-rooms for both sexes, has, in 
connection with the upper story, its peculiar 
terraced balcony or open-air restaurant. This 
spacious pavilion, extending over the entire area 
of the dock, and well furn ished with seats and 
tables, is a favorite resort for rest, refreshment, 
or general observation, as it affords a command- 
ing view of the main drive, and of a large por- 
tion of the Lake basin. 

The Refectory is not intended as the sole and 
only restaurant for the future wants of this sec- 
tion of the Park, but is designed mainly as an 
appendage of the Boat-house, for the use prima- 
rily of the boating public. For the present it is 
also sufficient for the general demand, and prob- 
ably will suffice until the public facilities for 
cheap conveyance to the Park are. more fully 
provided. 
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The Boat-house, though a structure of consid- 
erable size, and of quite original design, and 
though located near the most contracted portion 
of the Park, where nearly all the travel must 
concentrate and pass, yet it is not especially con- 
spicuous to the eye from any point, nor does it 
obstruct any important view. The deep elbow 
of the shore line at the foot of the Beech banks 
in which it is situated, prevents any prominent 
intrusion of its artificial features to arrest the 
attention or withdraw the eye from the natural 
scenery of the grounds. It is from every side 
either partially screened or well backed up by the 
wooded bank, so that its ornate architecture 
and exterior decoration are by the unobtrusive 
location kept entirely subordinate to the sur- 
rounding rural associations of the Park, and 
quietly merge in the natural features of the 
landscape. 

The completion of the Boat-house, and of the 
drive and walks in that vicinity, have added 
greatly to the facilities for the public enjoyment 
of this portion of the Park. The picnic grove 
was furnished with additional settees and tables, 
and many school, social and family parties have 
assembled in it during the season. The boating 
facilities being also increased, many persons 
availed themselves every pleasant day of the 
healthy exercise and recreation which a row on 
the Lake afforded. 
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Nine open-air concerts were given in July and 
August in the vicinity of the Boat-house, by the 
Union Cornet Band under the lead of Mr. L. H. 
Plogsted. These entertainments were paid for 
by the private subscriptions of a few leading cit- 
izens. They drew out such large throngs that 
the portion of the drive and the concourses, 
within hearing distance of the music, were at 
times uncomfortably crowded by vehicles. 

No regular record of the daily number of vis- 
itors to the Park has been kept. An occasional 
count of the carriages entering, showed that on 
ordinary days in good weather the number of ve- 
hicles was between 400 and 500, and on Music 
days and Sundays from 900 to 1,000. The 
entries on foot were at all times comparatively 
few, owing chiefly to the great distance from the 
street car lines on Main and Niagara streets. 
In July and August a line of stages was run on 
Saturday and Sunday afternoons by Mr. C. W. 
Miller, making connections with each car on the 
Main street line at Cold Springs. They were 
usually well filled, and were a great convenience 
to the general public. 

On the north-east side of the Meadow Park 

important changes and improvements have been 

made. The part of Amherst street heretofore 

passing through the grounds has been closed, 

and the new line of the street outside the Park 

boundary has been graded and opened. The 
4 
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old street line and the strip of ground exterior 
to it have been thoroughly graded and cultivated, 
and also well fertilized with manure from the 
East Buffalo Stock Yards. A portion of this 
ground has been seeded to grass, and the re- 
mainder, including the fine oak grove, is ready 
for seeding in the spring. 

The position of the two branch drives and 
entrances from Amherst street has been changed. 
When originally designed there was no railroad 
in this vicinity, and no connection with North 
Buffalo or Buffalo Plains except by Amherst 
street The entrances were therefore located on 
it at the points where on either side it first 
touched the Park boundary. Since then the 
"belt line" of the Central road has been con- 
structed on a route which skirts all the east and 
north side of the Park at an average distance of 
about half a mile. A station is established at 
the crossing of Main street, and two more are 
projected at Colvin and McPherson streets re- 
spectively. New approaches to the Park have 
been designed by Mr. Olmsted from each of 
those stations, and he has changed the Park 
entrances to correspond to them. 

Both of the former entrances from Amherst 
street are now closed, and a new entrance on 
this street has been opened opposite the head 
of Colvin street. Another entrance has been 
opened on the east boundary, which connects 
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with the Main street station by a new approach 
through the grounds of Mr. E. R. Jewett, which 
he has named "Jewett Avenue." It has already 
been laid out and opened by Mr. Jewett, and the 
roadway is being constructed in a substantial 
manner with stone substructure and gravel sur- 
face on the general plan of the drives of the Park. 
A third entrance (not yet opened) is to be on 
the north boundary, nearly opposite the North 
Bluff Concourise, and is to connect directly with 
North Buffalo by an approach through the 
grounds of Mr. B. C. Rumsey. 

The change in the location of these entrances 
has involved a corresponding change in the site 
and plans of the Farmstead. It has been moved 
from the edge of the oak grove, near Colvin 
street, to the east border of the Park, about* half 
way between Amherst and Chapin streets. The 
revised plans of the Farmstead having been fully 
matured and approved, work on the site chosen 
was begun in July. The branch drives connect- 
ing with it were opened, the soil removed from 
the court-yards, and all excavations mg^de for the 
masonry foundations. 

On the tenth of August the erection of the 
Superintendent's house was begun, and the work, 
on the Farmstead buildings has since been stead - 
ily prosecuted. At this date the house has been 
completed, with the exception of the painting 
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and a few interior fittings. The masonry found- 
ation of the barn and stable has been laid, and 
the shed range adjoining the house is nearly fin- 
ished. These sheds and barn will afford much 
needed protection from the weather to the ma- 
chines, wagons, implements, plant and stock of 
all kinds in use on the Parks. 

The house is a broad, roomy structure of 
quaint outline, two-stories high, with a broad 
one-story office wing. The first story is built of 
stone from the Park quarry. The porch, cor- 
ners and trimmings are hewn, and the body of 
the walls is rock-faced masonry, in "broken 
Ashlar" courses. The upper story is of wood, 
overhanging boldly on heavy corbels, and " panel " 
framed. The roof projects broad and low over 
piazzas in front and rear. 

To supply water to the Farmstead and to this 
section of the Park generally, the line of water- 
pipe has been extended to this point. This 
extension branches from the main pipe laid last 
year, near the west fork of the Meadow drive, 
and follows the general course of the South 
drive to Ledgwood Concourse. A branch crosses 
the Meadow to the East drive, near the east 
entrance, and thence to the Farmstead. The 
length of this extension is 4,915 feet. It is all 
of six-inch pipe, except seventy-five feet of four 
inch, which are offset to four hydrants by the 
side of the drive for filling the sprinkling trucks. 
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An unfinished piece of low ground on the 
outer border of the North Woods has been filled 
up with material obtained from the excavation 
of the basin of the neighboring pool. The banks 
of this small pond have been shaped and planted, 
and the bottom, which is chiefly rock, with nu- 
merous large fissures in it, has been well pud- 
dled with clay. The flourishing grove here has 
been thickly planted on the north border with 
young underwood from neighboring copses. This 
has been interspersed in the more open parts 
with hardy, showy perennials. 

Considerable additions have been made to the 
young plantations of the Park generally. The 
planting on the islands and Lake banks has re- 
ceived considerable revision. A large number 
of the willows have been dug up, as they were 
overgrowing all adjoining plants, and virtually 
monopolizing the Lake shore. Their place has 
been filled with other shrubs, obtained chiefly 
from swamps and thickets in this vicinity, which 
are less rank in growth, but equally well adapted 
to thrive by the margin of the water. The 
shrubbery of all the Lake district has been more 
carefully assorted and grouped, and all sparsely 
planted groups well filled up. This will give 
more body and character to the several groups 
and masses, and a more distinct expression of 
the varied forms and colors of the plants, both 
in flower and foliage. 
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To vary and enrich still further the vegetation 
of the Lake shore, numerous water-edge plants , 
such as sedges, rushes, flags, callas, etc., have 
been freely introduced by the margin of the 
water. A few water-lily and nelumbo roots have 
also been deposited in the muddy bottom of 
quiet nooks. To give this class of plants the 
proper condition for healthy growth, the practice 
of lowering the water about three feet every 
winter ought to be abandoned. 

Four pairs of swans, imported from Hamburg 
in March, were added to the water fowls on the 
Lake. One died shortly after arrival, but the 
others have thriven well, and been interesting 
objects to all visitors. One hundred English 
house-sparrows were furnished gratuitously to 
the Commission by the New York Department 
of Parks, and were let loose in the picnic grove. 
They have all migrated to the thickly-settled por- 
tions of the city, where a few of the same species 
had been previously domesticated. These useful 
birds are already quite numerous in some of our 
streets, and a small flock have, for the past 
month or more, made the rank growth of ivy on 
St. PauVs Church their winter head-quarters. 
Their familiar, lively chirrup and bold, active 
habits, have attracted general attention in this 
neighborhood. 
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Agassiz Place. 

The rock on the upper half of Agassiz Place 
has been quarried out where too high for the 
grade ; the line of both circuit drives opened to 
the subgrade, and the center plot and border 
strips have been formed with sufficient depth of 
soil for the growth of shade trees. The grading 
is not quite finished, but can be completed in 
time for the spring seeding and planting. 

Humboldt Parkway. 

The only work done on Humboldt Parkway 
has been to gravel for summer driving about 
sixteen feet in width along one of the roads and 
to refill the blanks in the tulip trees which line 
this avenue. I regret to say that the growth of 
these trees is still unsatisfactory, and that I fear 
it will be necessary to replace them on a large 
part of the Parkway with a more hardy species. 

The Parade. 

On the Parade the main drive was graveled 
along the center, and the footpaths in the grove 
were constructed with stone ballast and gravel 
finish early in the season. In July the Refectory 
cellar was excavated. In August and September 
the cellar walls and veranda piers were built by 
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contract, by Mr/ Louis Lenhardt. In October, 
the carpenter work was let to Mr. Joseph Church- 
yard, from the plans and specifications of Mr. 
Calvert Vaux, and the erection of the building 
was begun on the twenty-fifth of the month. 
Rapid progress has been made on the work, and 
at this date all the frame of the main building, 
except the tower, has been set up and enclosed. 
In August, two new streets named " West 
Parade Avenue " and " Keller street," on the west 
and north boundary line of the Parade, were 
graded and opened by the Park force. The 
material removed being mostly good soil, was 
used to dress the sidewalk borders of Fillmore 
avenue. The borders of this avenue were 
planted in spring with two rows of trees on each 
side, and a layer of gravel was placed on the 
center of the roadway from the Parade to Wil- 
liam street. From William street to the railroad 
crossing the avenue has been filled up to grade 
with clay from cellar excavations in that vicinity. 

• 

' Westside Parkways. 

On Lincoln Parkway, a brick sewer, eighteen 
inches in diameter and 880 feet long has been 
built. It connects the separate portions of this 
sewer line built last year, and completes the sur- 
face drainage of the Parkways in this section. 
At the crossing of Forest avenue the permanent 
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roadway has been constructed in connection with 
the new pavement on the avenue. The remain- 
der of the shade trees on Chapin and Bidwell 
Parkways was planted in the spring; and in the 
fall the grading of the center strips and sidewalk 
borders was completed and grass seed sown. 
Soldier's Place, The Avenue and North street 
Circle were graded and seeded at the same time. 

Porter Avenue. 

On Porter Avenue a "park-road" has been 
built from the Circle to the entrance of the Front, 
a distance of 3,590 feet. Between Sixth and 
Seventh streets, and between Fargo avenue and 
Eleventh street the roadway is built the full 
width of fifty feet. On all the rest of the avenue 
only the north half of the road has been built, 
leaving intact for the present the old paved por- 
tion of the street The stone in this drive is 
two feet deep, and all tho roughly compacted by 
the steam roller. The gutters are all curbed and 
flagged with dressed Medina stone of good size; 
and sewer receivers have been built at the inter- 
section of every street 

The portion of this avenue extending below 

the front entrance down to the canal, being of 

no use as a park approach, has been contracted 

to a width of fifty feet, by enclosing the former 

north sidewalk of York street within the Front 
5 
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The roadway of this portion is thirty-five feet 
wide. It has been stoned and graveled about a 
foot in depth, and a gutter three feet wide paved 
on each side. On the edjge of the north gutter- 
line a picket fence enclosing the Front has been 
built from near the canal to the Front entrance, 
and thence on the west side of Sixth street as 
far as required by the design. 

The portion of Sixth street opposite the[Front 
has been graded the full width, the gutters opened 
and the carriageway rounded up. Half of the 
cost of this work was paid by the owners of the 
property fronting on the east side of the street 

The Front. 

All the drive of the Front; excepting the Fort 
Porter branch, and including the broad Terrace, 
has been completed. On the inside edge of the 
Terrace footpath a heavy curb of Williamsville 
limestone has been set; and the permanent con- 
struction of this walk has also been finished. A 
large portion of the stone used in the work here 
was obtained from the old quarry on the low 
grounds back of the canal near the north-west 
corner. The flat plot behind the towpath in the 
southwest angle has been graded and is nearly 
ready for seeding. 

The Play Green has been used for base ball 
games nearly every afternoon of the summer 
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and autumn. This constant use has entirely 
destroyed the turf on a large portion of the 
ground, and seriously defaced much of the re- 
mainder. Its value as a plot of smooth, fresh, 
green sward, pleasing and refreshing to the eye, 
has been entirely lost. If used in the same way 
and to the same extent next season, it will be- 
come an unsightly patch of bare ground, par- 
tially specked with stunted weeds, and will be an 
ugly blotch on the " front " of this small park. 

A much larger number of persons will derive 
gratification from the appearance of this plot as 
a well kept lawn, than by the practice of any 
game or sport that must deface and destroy it. 
If the damage already done were repaired it 
might, perhaps, be used for base ball playing 
once a week, without injury ; or perhaps cricket, 
croquet, or other games not likely to attract such 
large miscellaneous crowds, might be permitted 
on it more frequently, under strict reg^ulations, 
if strictly enforced. 

I regret to have to add that the play-ground 
during these games the past two seasons has 
frequently been the rendezvous of large num- 
bers of idle youths of a class utterly regardless 
of the Park regulations, and not amenable to 
the courteous advice or directions of the keeper 
in charge of the grounds. The reputation of 
the Front suffers in consequence, and it loses its 
value as a place of resort for people of decorous 
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habits — for womea and children-^for invalids 
wishing a quiet stroll to inhale the refreshing 
lake breeze — or for family parties in quest of a 
pleasant garden walk, or an hour's enjoyment of 
the grand lake, river, and frontier prospect. 

The fences around the Prospect Hill Parks 
have been removed, and the high bank at the 
south end graded to the new line of Porter 
avenue. The grass, paths, and trees have been 
kept in fair order during the season. 

On Niagara Square the remaining fences, old 
shrubs, and such trees as were spindly in growth, 
or were decaying, have been removed. The tri- 
angular plats were sown with grass seeds which 
have grown well. The grass has been statedly 
mown, and the pavements cleaned. 

The usual maintenance work of the year on 
all the Parks, including the general care and 
repair of roads, walks, turf and plantations, has 
been duly attended to as thoroughly as the main- 
tenance allowance would permit. 

Six men, selected from the working force for 
superior character and intelligence, were sworn 
in as special policemen ; and in connection with 
regular duties in the keeping in order of specific 
portions of the grounds, were entrusted with 
the prevention of trespasses, and the general 
enforcement of the Park regulations. A portion 
of the City Mounted Police has also daily pa- 
trolled the Parks, and has been of great service 
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in enforcing the ordinances, especially on occa- 
sions of large throngs. 

All the field surveying and incidental office 
work required has been done this year as in the 
two previous years by Mr. Thomas J. Rogers, 
with commendable industry and efficiency. In 
the execution of the various details of the work 
on the ground, and in the general management 
of the force I have also been ably and zealously 
seconded and supported by Mr. George Troup, 
Assistant Superintendent. 

All the work on the boat-house and on the 
balustrade and steps of the bank wall behind it, 
was done under the special and efficient super- 
vision of Mr. John Walls, as Building Superin- 
tendent. In like manner the erection of the 
Farmstead buildings has been under the direct 
and able management of Mr. John Druar, who 
has also had the entire charge and superintend- 
ence of all the work on the Parade Refectory 
since it was begun. 

I append a tabular statement which gives in 
convenient form some statistics of the progress 
and extent of the work up to this date. 
Respectfully submitted, 

'Wm. McMillan, 
General Superintendent. 



APPENDIX. 



Length of Drives, Walks, Drains, Sewers, 

Water-pipes, Etc. 



The Park. 

Drives completed exclusive of the side 
concourses, ..... 

Opened to subgrade only, exclusive of 
farmstead branches. 

Total length of the Park Drives 

Walks finished with stone and gravel. 
Opened with gravel surface only. 
Opened without stone or gravel 



Feet 



Miles. 



6,600 or ij 
6,500 or \\ 
2,800 or \ 



Total length of Walks opened . 15,900 or 3 

Drainage tile laid ( liin. to 3 in. bore), 114,430 or 21^ 

Sewerage pipe laid ( 4 in. to 15 in. bore), 24,350 
Brick sewers laid (i8 in. to 24 in. diam.\ 1,383 or 5 
Stone sewers laid (18 in. to 24 in. diam.), 600 J 

Total length of combined drainage 

and sewerage, 140,763 or 26^ 

No. of sewer receivers built, 10 1. 

Water-pipe laid* 9,890 ft. 6-in., 3,480 ft. 

4-in., 530 ft. 3-in. Total, . . . 13,900 or 2^ 

No. of hydrants set, 12. No. of stop- 
valves, 7. 



^Includes 1,330 feet on Lincoln Parkway. 
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The Parade, 

Drives, exclusive of concourse (opened 
to subgrade only), .... 

Walks stoned and graveled, . i>7561 
Walks opened to subgrade only, 4,185/ 

Drainage tile laid (ij in. to 3 in. 

bore), .... 45,884 
Sewerage pipe laid (4 in. to 12 in. 

bore), .... 6,975 

Brick sewer laid (18 in. diam.), 138 

No. of sewer receivers built, 20. 

Water-pipe laid from street main, 215 ft. 
4-in., 185 ft. 3-in. Total, . 

Hydrants, 2. Stop-valves, 2. 



Feet. 



Miles. 



5,660 or ijJtt 
5»94i or iT\Ar 



52,997 or 10 



400 



The Frota, 

Drive finished, including length of Ter- 
race, 1,575 

Drive, opened to subgrade only (branch 

to Fort Porter), . . . 425 

« 

Walks stoned and graveled. 

Drainage tile laid (\\ in. to 3 in. 

bore), .... 6,020 

Sewerage pipe laid (4 in. to 9 in. 

bore), .... 3,450 



2,000 



4,800 



9^470 



No. of sewer receivers built, 20. 
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Feet Miles. 

Drainage tile laid in Humboldt Parkway, 

li in. bore, SiS^o 

Sewerage pipe laid^in all the parkways, 
avenues and places, .... 16,400 

Brick sewers built, 18 in. diam., 2,021 ft.; 

24 in. diam., 1,187 ft., . . . 3,208 

Total length of drainage and sewerage on 

the avenues, 24,908 or 4-^ 

Total length of drainage and sewerage 
on the Park, 140,763 or 26^ 

Total length of drainage and sewerage 

on the Parade, 52,997 or 10 

Total length of drainage and sewerage 
on the Front, 9>47o or lA 

Total length of drainage and sewerage 
on the Park lands, .... 228,138 or 43 

No. of sewer receivers built on the park- 
ways, avenues and places, 150; No. of 
sewer receivers built on the Park, Front 
and Parade, 141. Total, 291. 

No. of planted trees and shrubs on the 
parks, parkways, &c., 45,000. 

No. of planted trees and shrubs in the 
park nurseries, 9,000. 
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Distances from Several Leading Points to and 

THROUGH THE PaRKSj EtC. 

Feet. Miles. 

Niagara Square to Parade Refectory, by 

Genesee street, ..... 12,300 or 2 J 

Niagara Square to FroYit entrance by 
Court and Sixth streets, . . . 7,000 or ij 

Niagara Square to Park entrance by Del- 
aware street, etc., . . . . i7>52o or 3^ 

Foot of North street to Front Terrace by 

Porter avenue, 5>3oo or i 

Front entrance to Park entrance by the 

Park roads, iS»8oo or 3 

Lincoln Parkway entrance to Delaware 
street Stone Arch, . . 3,450 or f 

Stone Arch around Meadow and back to 
Arch, . . . . . . 10,000 or i-j^^j- 

Lincoln Parkway to Agassiz Place by 
Northeast Meadow Drive, . . . 10,935 or 2 

Agassiz Place entrance to Parade Refec- 
tory by Humboldt Parkway, . . 12,000 or 2^ 

Parade Refectory to Park Boat-house by 
South Drive of Park, .... 18,300 or 31^ 

Front Terrace to Park Boat-house by the 
Park roads, i7>45o or ^^ 

Front •Terrace to Parade Refectory by 

North Drive of Park, .... 40,000 or 7^ 

Niagara Square to Park by Delaware 
street, etc., through Park by North 
Meadow Drive, and through Hum- 
boldt Parkway Parade and Genesee 
street back to Niagara Square, . . 52,800 or 10 
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Area of Park Lands. 

Acres. Acres. Acres. Acres, 

Park Lake, 46^ 

Park^Lands bordering the Lake, . . 74-f 
"Water ^Park" (all west of the 

Stone Arch), 121^ 

Park Meadow (all inside of Circuit 

Drive), 122 

Park Lands bordering on the 

Meadow, 107I 

"Meadow Park" (all east of the 

Stone Arch), 229! 

Total area of the Main Park, . 35 ©tV 

Parade Ground (all inside Circuit 
walk), i9-]ftr 

Parade* Lands (exclusive of Parade 

Ground), 361V 

Total area of the Parade Park, SSVir 

Front Play Green, 71^^ 

Front Terrace Concourse, ... - 31'^ 
Front, exclusive of Green and Con- 
course, 20-j^^ 

Total area of the Front Park, . 3i-Ar 

Niagara Square, 5 

Prospect Hill Parks, 7^^^ 

North Street Circle, 4^jf 

Bidwell Square, 5yV 

Chapin Square, 5 

Soldier's Place, S^V 

Agassiz Place, . 4j'^ 

Total area of Small Parks, . . 40-iV 
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Acres. Acres. Acres. 

Humboldt Parkway, 9,405 ft. long, 43tu 

Bid well Parkway, 2,323 ft. long, lOyV 

Chapin Parkway, 1,904 ft. long, 8jV 

Lincoln Parkway, 1,695 ft. long, 7jV 
Total area of the Parkways 

(each 200 feet wide), . . . 70tV 

Fillmore Avenue, 11,097 ft. long, . 251*^ 

The Avenue, 6,277 ft. long, ... i5xV 

Porter Avenue, | 3.48° Jj- ^^°l\. 9tV 

Total area of the Avenues (each 

loo feet wide), 50 

Total area of all the Park Lands, 59^1*^ 



FINANCIAL STATEMENT, 1875. 



Abstract of Receipts and Expenditures. 

Improvement Fund. 

Receipts, . 

Balance in treasury, Dec. 31, 1874, $1,944.54 

Sale of hay and pasturing sheep, . * $485 .50 

Old buildings and trees, . . . 117.00 

Gravel, 74.00 

Manure, 5- 00 

Rent, * . . 182.50 

Labor, excavating swamp lands, . 624 . 00 

Labor improving Sixth St., . . 406 . 1 1 

From Common Council, . . . 200,000.00 

$201,894.11 
Less amount in hands of Secretary, 20.11 201,874.00 

$203,818.54 
Disbursements. 

Construction, $86,651.37 

Teams and labor, 92,508.06 

Opening Amherst St., city tax, . 1,862 .32 

Engineer's corps, 2,030 . 25 

Engineer's office, 85.78 

Plans and designs, 3*679.02 

Trees, shrubs and seeds, . . . 4,362.37 

Tools, implements, &c., .... 5,546.21 

Carried forward, \ . , .$196,725,38 
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Brought forward, .... $196,725.38 

Fowls, 301.50 

Fuel, . . 1,096.10 

Printing, advertising, &c., . . . 1,012.17 

Fertilizers, 259.50 

Horses, vehicles, &c., .... 694.77 
Furnishing boat-house, .... i>o67.73 

Miscellaneous, 423*55 201,580.70 

Balance in treasury, Dec. 31, 1875, $2,237 .84 



Maintenance Fund. 

Receipts, 
Appropriated by Common Council, 

Disbursements. 

Teams and labor, $9,641.66 

Salaries of officers, 6,291.74 

Office expenses, 595*28 

Keeping and care of animals, . 690.97 

Printing and advertising, . . . iS^-^S 

Tools and implements, .... 364 . 74 

Fertilizers, 609.75 

Insurance, . 100.00 

Miscellaneous, 144.43 

Balance to General Fund, . . . 



$18,600.00 



18,590.40 
$9.60 
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PARK COMMISSIONERS' REPORT. 



To the Honorable the COMMON COUNCIL of the City 
of Buffalo: 

The Park Commissioners respectfully report : That 
on the 31st of December, 1875, there remained in the 
City Treasury to the Credit of the Improvement Fund 
the sum of $2,237.84. The receipts during^ the year 
amounted to $131,094 53, making a total of $133,332.37. 
The expenditures during the year amounted to $132,- 
426.63, leaving a balance unexpended on the 31st of 
December last of $905.74. 

Of the $56,000 appropriated to the Park Maintenance 
Fund and raised by direct taxation last year, $30,000 
was expended in doing such work as would furnish 
employment to as many men during the winter as pos- 
sible. The only work which could be done with advan- 
tage to the Park was quarrying stone, hauling and 
placing it into position on the roads. This work was 
continued to the extent of an expenditure of over 
$30,000. Of this amount about $22,600 was paid to 
day laborers, and $7,400 for team work. This expen- 
diture, however, left the road in an impassable condition. 
To finish the work required a further expenditure of 
$T 2,000 for material, $2,000 for skilled labor, and 
1211 
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$8,<XKD for teams, or a total of $22,000, which amount 
had to be taken from the Park Improvement Fund. 

The endeavor to provide work last winter resulted in 
the completion of about 480,000 square feet of stone 
carriage-way, and about 183,000 square feet of foot 
way, at a total cost of $52,000, divided as follows: 

For teams $15,400 

For material (road metal, curb stone, gravel, etc.) 12,000 

For skilled labor/ 2,000 

For labor by men sent out by Overseer of the Poor 22,600 

Total $52,000 

The work accomplished has been of great practical 
beaefit to the Parks, by adding over two miles of fin- 
ished Macadam road to the driveways and opening and 
completing many of the foot-paths. 

In the report submitted to your Honorable Body in 
January, 1876, it was stated thiit at least $75,000 of 
the $100,000 which the Common Council was authorized 
to appropriate for improving and embellishing the 
parks last year would be required to meet outstanding 
engagements, and the remainder could be most advan- 
tageously expended in finishing portions of the 
ground preparatory to planting. These outstanding 
engagements included the sums required for the 
construction of the Parade House, stable sheds, and 
for the completion of the General Superintendent's 
house and buildings connected therewith. The expen- 
ditures for the work then referred to, and the amount 
necessary to pay for the road work of last winter, so 
reduced the Improvement Fund that much necessary 
work was left undone. 



No scheme of improvement was attempted that would 
involve a greater expenditure than the means at com- 
mand would warrant, and only such work was author- 
ized as was really necessary to fill in and harmonize the 
general features of the grounds. Much yet remains to 
be done, but in view of the depressed condition of all 
branches of business, and the consequent demand for 
retrenchment in public expenditures, and inasmuch as 
the drives of the several parks have been substantially 
completed, and all the parkways and avenues have 
been opened as good dirt roads, most of the trees and 
shrubbery planted, and grounds generally seeded, fur- 
ther improvements may now safely be left to the future. 

That portion of Fillmore avenue between William 
and Seneca streets required a large amount of filling to 
bring it up to the sub-grade. An opportunity occurred 
during the last year for procuring a quantity of earth, 
under an agreement to pay for the same from a future 
appropriation. Over 20,000 cubic yards have been de- 
livered on the line of the avenue, at a cost of $6,023.25, 
which becomes a charge upon the Improvement Fund, 
and would have been provided for had not a portion of 
that fund been devoted to other work, as previously 
explained. 

When the winter shall have settled the new filling on 
this avenue, a little surface dressing and a temporary 
culvert over the creek, will next season put it in the 
same condition for summer travel as the other park- 
ways. Thus all the boulevards of the park scheme are 
now practically opened to travel on the sub-grade or 
bed of the permanent roadway. The total length of 
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all roadways now open is about twelve miles, exclusive 
of the drives within the limits of the several parks. 

With seasonable care and attention, and an occasional 
light dressing of gravel, smooth and pleasant drives are 
secured during the summer, while at the season of the 
year when the road bed is soft, travel on them is com- 
paratively slight. The construction of more permanent 
roadways may be deferred until the travel becomes 
more frequent at all seasons. On those portions most 
used, stone roads can then be built from time to time as 
the increase of travel may demand. The sections where 
finished drives at an early day are most desirable are 
on the parkways from Chapin place to the Park, and 
on Fillmore avenue from Batavia to Genesee streets. 

But however long the time may be before the travel 
shall require the construction of Macadam roads in all 
the parkways, the shade trees which have already been 

planted on each side of them will meantime be grow- 
ing, and year by yeai* more fully developing the orna- 
mental and distinctive character of these noble avenues. 
The time is not far distant when these trees, all of 
nearly the same age, will be of sufficient size to give a 
stately aspect to the Park boulevards that will make 
them the special pride of our citizens. 

Buffalo has already an enviable reputation for its 
many finely shaded streets in the very heart of the city, 
and for the suburban-like villa character of the resi- 
dences fronting on them. By filling a few short gaps 
here and there, all the built up portion of the city west 
of Main street would, in effect, appear embowered in 
foliage. Many of the streets on the east side are also 
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well planted, but same are noticeably bare, and on many 
of those most recently opened and occupied but few 
young trees have been set out. Genesee and Batavia 
streets, leading approaches to the Parade, are very de- 
ficient in shade, and would be much improved in ap- 
pearance if ornamented with thrifty trees on each side. 
Trees give a distinctive character to a street even more 
than the houses behind them. We hope the rapid and 
uniform growth of the young trees on the Park avenues 
will develop a public spirit that will lead to a more 
general and systematic planting of trees on all streets 
where the amount of business is not too great to per- 
mit their healthy growth. The culture of the trees will 
develop a taste for well-kept borders and grass plots. 
The pre-eminence of our "beautiful city for shady streets 
and pleasant homes would thus be maintained and 
advanced. 

By the extension of the Genesee street railroad track 
to the junction of Best street, visitors to the Parade 
are carried by the horse cars within one hundred feet 
of the grounds. In this respect the Parade can now 
be as conveniently reached by the public as the Front. 
To the Park, however, the accommodation for travel 
by the street cars is very defective. The walk from 
the nearest point on either the Main or Niagara street i 

line is more than a mile. The major portion of the } 

community is thus, in effect, shut out from the main , 

Park. This is a serious deprivation to many people j 

who would gladly avail themselves of the benefit of fre- j 

quent Park recreation if they could. The broad meadows, | 

shady groves, placid water, pastoral scenery and quiet 
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rural association of the Park — exclusive of the special 
attractions of boating — make prolonged or oft repeated 
visits to it more enjoyable to a large and worthy class 
of the community than any pleasure derived from the 
distinctive features of either of the smaller Parks. A 
cheap and convenient line of public conveyance to the 
Park is therefore urgently needed. 

We hope when the new State Asylums shall be occu- 
pied that the combined travel to and from the Asylum, 
the Park and the Cemetery, both by Main and Niagara 
street cars, will be sufficient to induce the construction 
of a connecting railroad on a line that would accommo- 
date the travel from either side of the city to any of 
these three public places. With such a line established, 
the Park would be as accessible as are now the Front 
and the Parade, and in pleasant weather it would doubt- 
less be the daily resort of thousands. The value of the 
Park cannot be fully appreciated by the general public, 
nor any sufficient return for the cost of it be obtained, 
until some such cheap mode of conveyance to and 
from it be provided. 

For carriage travel to the several Parks the new 
boulevards, which have been opened as a part of the 
Park system, afford, in conjunction with the older 
leading avenues of the city, facilities for approach and 
intercommunication unrivaled for directness of route, 
ease of travel, and breadth of way. The wise fore- 
thought, liberal views and comprehensive action of Mr. 
Joseph Ellicott, the original projector of the general 
plan of the city, are most happily exemplified by the 
fortunate location and generous width of the principal 
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streets, and by their availability now as direct and easy 
approaches to the several Parks. Sixth, Niagara, Del- 
aware, Main, Genesee and Batavia streets, are all trunk 
thoroughfares of superior width, radiating fan-like from 
the business centre of the city, and touching or passing 
near to the different Parks. The new parkways pro- 
vide equally liberal accommodations for travel through 
the newer sections of the city, and supplement the first • 
general plan of the city on a scale in fit accordance 
with the original design. 

Until the Park scheme was adopted nearly all of the 
six-rod streets in the city had been planned and located 
as soon as the Indian title to the lands was extinguished, 
and before any village settlement had grown up. Un- 
fortunately as the town grew and spread, the later 
additions to the plan were in many respects not com- 
mensurate with its first inception. New streets were 
often narrower and nearer together than the old, and 
even the newer extensions of old streets, as of Genesee 
and Virginia for instance, were made narrower than the 
portions first laid out. Many streets have also been 
located with no regard to any general or comprehensive 
plan. 

The opening the parkways has tended to counteract 
this, and has even led to the widening of several streets 
previously laid out — as Forest avenue, Bouck avenue, 
Ferry street and others. Much better provisions for 
commodious travel and intercommunication throughout 
the city during its future growth has thus been most 
opportunely secured. The wisdom of these recent 
additions to the plan of Buffalo, in connection with the 
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establishment of the Parks, will be more fully appre- 
ciated by future generations. 

The following statement is presented for the purpose 
of showing the source of all the receipts for Park pur- 
poses and the gross amount paid for the lands, and for 
the improvement and embellishment of the same to 
the present time: 

Receipts. 

From award of Park bonds $1,095,000.00 

From General Fund, 1870 3,282. 1 1 

From Maintenance Fund, 1 87 1 *. . . . 2,591.86 

From Maintenance Fund, 1872 3,435-48 

From City Comptroller, bonds retired in 1873 5,000 00 

From awards of Fillmore avenue bonds . . 100,000.00 

From Maintenance Fund, 1876 29,469.35 

From sales of old buildings. Park products, 

etc 12,250 93 

Total receipts $1,251,029.73 

Disbursements. 

For lands taken for Park pur- 
poses $376,673-91 

For construction,embellishment, 

etc 873,450.08—1,250,123.99 



Balance unexpended $905.74 

Table of the Issue and Maturity of Park Bonds. 

Bonds issued in 1870, payable in 1915 $ 100,000.00 

Bonds issued in 1870, payable in 1916 100,000.00 

Bonds issued in 1870, payable in 1917 150,000.00 
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Bonds issued in 187 1, payable in 1918 | 50,000.00 

Bonds issued in 1871, payable in 191 9 100,000 00 

Bonds issued in 1872, payable in 1921 100,000.00 

Bonds issued in 1873, payable in 1923. . 95,000.00 

Bonds issued in 1873, payable in 1924 (Fill- 
more Avenue) 100,000.00 

Bonds issued in 1874, payable in 1924 100,000.00 

Bonds issued in 1875, payable in 1925 100,000.00 

Bonds issued in 1875, payable in 1925 100,000.00 

Bonds issued in 1876, payable in 1926 100,000.00 

$1,195,000.00 
Less amount in Park Redemption Fund. . . . 12,000.00 

Total liabilities for Park purposes $1,183,000.00 

Receipts and Expenditures in Each Year Since the 

Commencement of Work. 

Improvement Fund. Receipts. Expenditures. 

In the year 1870 $ 45>5 10-65 $26,288.72 

In the year 1871 159,106.40 169,976.16 

In the year 1872 104,459.83 110,278.96 

In the year 1873.... 103,620.27 105,354.92 

In the year 1874 128,690.14 127,543.99 

In the year 1875 201,87400 201,580.70 

In the year 1876 131,094.53 132,426.63 



Total $874,355.82 $873,450.08 

Balance unexpended $905.74 

The amount placed in the estimates for maintenance 
during the past year was $56,000. In accordance with 
the instructions of the Common Council over $30,000 
of this.sum was paid for improvement. The amount 
really transferred to the Improvement Fund was $29,- 
469 35. Expended during the year for maintenance 
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$26,524.99» leaving a balance in the fund of $5.66. 

The completed drives, and the opening of all the 
Park roads and avenues, the proper care and protection 
of them; together with the buildings, bridges and im- 
provements generally, will add largely to the cost of 
maintenance. There are about seventeen miles of 
driveway to be kept in good condition, a large portion 
of which requires sprinkling in dry weather. About 
four hundred and eighty acres of grass land require 
frequent cutting, and, together with the attendance re- 
quired by the nursery stock, young plantations, etc., 
demand a small force of men and teams to be con- 
stantly employed during the growing season. 

A detailed statement of all receipts and expenditures 
is herewith presented. 

PASCAL P. PRATT, President. 
PHILIP BECKER, 
DENNIS BOWEN, 
EDWIN T. EVANS, 
SHERMAN S. JEWETT, 
EDWARD BENNETT. 
COOLEY S. CHAPIN, 
PATRICK SMITH, 
JOSEPH L. FAIRCHILD, 
MICHAEL MESMER, 
AUGUSTUS FUCHS, 
GEORGE URBAN, 
JAMES R. SMITH, 
HIRAM EXSTEIN, 
JAMES H. METCALFE. 
FRANK PEREW. 



r 



GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT. 
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The Park, December 28, 1876. 
To the Board of Park Commissioners : 

Gentlemen: — I respectfully present a report of the 
work done on the Parks during the year 1876: 

At the commencement of the year work was in pro- 
gress in the erection of the Superintendent's house and 
adjoining stables and sheds of the Park Farmstead; and 
in the construction of the Parade House and adjacent 
bam and carriage sheds at the Parade. The work on 
these buildings was steadily prosecuted through the 
winter, and spring, and all of them made ready for use 
early in summer. 

On the 20th of February the construction of new 
stone drives and walks on the Parade and on the Park 
was begun, in accordance with a resolution of the Com- 
mon Council authorizing the expenditure of $20,000 in 
work on the parks, for the relief of the idle and able- 
bodied poor of the city. Under this authority the 
men to be employed were designated by the Overseer of 
Poor; and about 300 laborers furnished by him with 
labor tickets, and about 60 teamsters, were set to work 
on the roads, and employed every day that the weath- 
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ef or the condition of the roads would permit until the 
end of April. 

On the first of May the general work of the spring 
season required special attention for two weeks. This 
comprised the planting of trees and shrubs, draining, 
grading, manuring and seeding of various unfinished 
portions of the grounds, chiefly on the borders of the 
Park meadow. The general demand for labor was still 
very slack in the city, and the crowds of idle men ap- 
plying for work on the parks was nearly as large as in 
mid-winter. Under these circumstances the Common 
Council appropriated $10,000 to enable the Poormaster 
to furnish further park work to applicants for relief. 
Accordingly on the 15th of May about 200 men, fur- 
nished with tickets as before, were set at work, chiefly 
on the unfinished roads; and about the same average 
number were employed daily until the ist of July. 

During July and August, besides the necessary main- 
tenance force, a daily average of about twenty-five men 
were employed, chiefly in finishing the Parade grounds 
in the immediate vicinity of the Parade Refectory, and 
in opening the lower end of Fillmore avenue. Except 
some changes in the planting upon the banks of the 
Water Park in October, and the leveling of the material 
delivered on Fillmore avenue, nothing of note was done 
beyond the general maintenance work of the season 
during the remainder of the year. The following tab- 
ular statement gives the organization of the force, and 
the average number of men employed daily during 
each month, exclusive of the men engaged on contract 
work: 
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Month. Foremen. Mechanics. Laborers. Teamsters. Total. 

January i lo lo i 22 

February 6 7 120 28 161 

March 11 12 180 41 244 

April II 14 220 31 276 

May 12 12 225 52 301 

June. 12 10 253 58 333 

July 5 - 5 90 19 119 

August 4 o 50 10 64 

September 2 o 18 4 24 

October 2 o 30 2 34 

November o o 4 o 4 

December o o 3 o 3 

Daily average for the year, 132. 

The usual rate of wages was $3 per day to teamsters, 
$2 to foremen of laborers and mechanics, and $1 to 
ordinary laborers. Nearly all of the work on the Parade 
House and carriage sheds was done by contract. 

THE PARK. 

The principal new work on the main Park has been 
the construction of about 6,000 linear feet of carriage 
drive, and about 5,000 feet of foot-paths; the comple- 
tion of the Superintendent's house, and of a portion of 
the farmstead, sheds and stable, and various minor 
improvements and additions to the turf and plantations. 

The portions of the new drive constructed comprise 
all the remainder of the drive encircling the Meadow, 
the several branches to the Farmstead, and to the east 
Meadow gate at Jewett avenue, and also a portion of 
the branch to the north meadow gate at Colvin street. 
The total length of these new portions is 6,100 feet. 
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most of which is 35 feet wide. This added to the por- 
tions constructed in previous years makes the length of 
carriage road now finished within the Park to be 3 miles 
ij2oo feet. All of the parts built this year, as of those 
previously made, are provided on each side with a 
paved gutter two feet wide, which discharges the water 
into sewer receivers at short distances apart. Only 550 
feet more of the carriage way in the Park design remain 
unfinished. 

The additions made to the permanent stone walks 
comprise 415 feet, at two points on the water bank 
where the temporary walks had been much damaged by 
storms, and 4,540 feet near the east border of the 
meadow, between Agassiz place and the Farmstead. 
The total length of the Park walks now finished is 
1 1,950 feet. About 6,000 feet additional have a tem- 
porary gravel surface, without any stone foundations, 
and about 3,000 feet are graded and in use, though 
without either stone or gravel. 

The portion of the Farmstead completed includes, 
beside the dwelling house, a roomy stable, a fowl house, 
several enclosed sheds for the steam roller, the water 
sprinklers and the mowing machines, and for the storage 
of all the implements and tools in general use on the 
parks. There are also open sheds for park wagons and 
trucks, and a few carriage sheds for the shelter of visi- 
tors if caught in a storm. Foundation walls and piers 
have been built for a barn, and for sheep and deer sheds, 
and for additional public sheds. All the stone used 
for the masonry of the Farmstead buildings, as well as 
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for road construction, was obtained from the neighbor- 
ing Park quarry. 

In connection with these recent improvements on 
the eastern border of the Park, mention should be made 
of the new public approach opened this year by Mr. 
E. R. Jewett, through his lands, from Main street, near 
the N. Y. Central Railroad station to the ea$t meadow 
gate of the Park. This new avenue has been laid out 
and built on the same method as the Park drives, and 
adds much to the Public facilities for travel to and from 
the Park in that vicinity. 

In the spring all the remaining stock in the Park nur- 
sery near the south border of the Meadow, was taken 
up and set out in the Park plantations, chiefly on the 
Meadow borders. At the same time the ground that 
had been occupied by the nursery, the Ledgewood 
grounds on each side of the ledges, the grounds in the 
vicinity of the Farmstead site, and all the north border 
of the park near the deer paddock grove, were 
thoroughly tilled, manured, and sown with grass seed. 
About 2,000 feet of tile drains were laid in places where 
the land was naturally too wet for the formation of 
good turf. 

Owing to very dry weather in May and June, and a 
still longer drouth in August and September, nearly all 
the young grass has died out, and most of the area 
sown the past spring will have to be cultivated afresh 
next season and re-seeded. On some portions of the 
older meadow and lawn surfaces the turf was seriously 
injured by this severe drouth, especially in places where 
there was little depth of mellow soil. During the con- 
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tinuance of the latter drouth all the younger plantations 
had to be repeatedly watered in order to keep the plants 
alive and thrifty. 

In the fall the shrubbery of the water park was rear- 
ranged to a considerable extent, in order to bring into 
better relief the plants designed to form the permanent 
landscape composition. Three years ago many wiHows 
and tamarisks had been hurriedly planted on the water 
margin and the braeside, with more regard to immedi- 
ate effect by their rapid growth, than to their perman- 
ent fitness for the location. ^ Many of these were now 
overshadowing, or unduly screening from view, the 
other plants, and thus seriously marring the general 
aspect of all the planting in this district. Most of them 
have therefore been dug up, and their places filled with 
other plants of slower growth, and of more varied forms 
and colors, both in foliage and flower. Much of the 
new material introduced is of the native varieties of 
thorns, dogwoods, viburnums, hazels, crabs, and such 
like, obtained free of charge from neglected fields and 
woodlands in the immediate vicinity of the Park. Some 
changes were at the same time likewise made in the 
grouping of the trees in this district, so as to obtain 
ultimately a finer and fuller development of appropriate 
landscape effects. Further embellishment of this char- 
acter is still needed, especially on the north brae oppo- 
site the lower bay of the water. 

Along the water margin also there is still too scant a 
supply of such plants as reeds, rushes, flags, sedges and 
pond lilies. It is somewhat difficult to get plants of 
this class well established, partly owing to the action 
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of the water in wearing the shore and washing the soil 
from their roots, but chiefly owing to the daily tramp- 
ling or nibbling of the water fowl. Through all the 
long drouth the natural supply was sufficient to keep 
the water fresh and overflowing. 

The management of 'the row-boats was during the 
past season under the charge of Mr. James E. Nunan, 
who furnished thirty boats, which were in good demand 
until the approach of cold weather. The boat-house 
refectory was in charge of Mr. Jacob Mayer, as before, 
and afforded ample facilities for rest and ligh.t refresh- 
ments to visitors during the summer nionths. 

The popularity of the adjoining picnic grove has been 
well maintained. It was occupied by select family 
parties nearly every day, and on many occasions it was 
thronged by large church, school or society parties. 
Nearly all such companies had to hire special conveyan- 
ces to bring them out to the grove and back. The want 
of some cheap and regular means of conveyance to and 
from the Park is keenly felt by the general public. 
Until this be supplied comparatively little good of the 
Park can be obtained by the main body of the people. 
The walk between the present street car terminus 
and the Park is so long and fatiguing that, to most 
people, it offsets any prospective enjoyment to be 
gained by a visit to the Park. For this reason the 
proportion of pedestrians in the main Park has always 
been relatively very small. 

THE PARADE. 

At the Parade the most extensive improvements of 
the year have been made. The erection of the Refec- 
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toxy, now called the *Tarade House/' has been com- 
pleted. The masonry of the basement was built 
late in the previous year, when the contract for 
building the superstructure was let to Mr. Joseph 
Churchyard. He began the work about the end of 
October, and carried it on with energy and without 
intermission through the winter, so that the house was 
ready for use, though not entirely finished, on the first 
day of July. All the carpenter work, and also the 
plastering, painting, plumbing, gas fitting and steam fit- 
. ting were done under the direct supervision of Mr. 
John Druar, and all the plans and detail drawings were 
furnished by the architect, Mr Calvert Vaux. 

The house was leased by Mr. Joseph Jerge, who for- 
mally opened it to the public on the 4th of July. The 
programme of the municipal authorities, for the civic 
celebration of the centennial anniversary, included a 
free concert at the Parade House by the several German 
singing societies of the city, and patriotic addresses by 
some of our leading German fellow citizens. Accord- 
ingly on the afternoon and evening of that day, though 
the weather all day was rainy or lowering, a very large 
assemblage, computed at over 15,000, gathered at the 
Parade. In the ample halls, refreshment rooms and 
verandas of the house, all obtained shelter who de- 
sired it. The exercises of the occasion were duly car- 
ried out with comparative comfort, and the festivities 
of the day were participated in with much enthusi- 
asm by all . 

The rain on this first occasion of the public occupa- 
tion of the house, showed fully the unusual extent of 
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Covered space it provides for the shelter and accommo- 
dation of a large multitude of visitors. The building 
covers an area of about 28,000 square feet, about one- 
half of which is covered by the verandas and pavilion 
wings. As all these have two stories, the floor space 
on the verandas and open galleries is about 28,000 
square feet, enough to allow more than a thousand 
persons to promenade freely without jostling. The in- 
terior apartments are also spacious, and the fittings and 
furnishings are tastefully ornamented. There is a ball 
and concert room, 210 feet by 50 feet, a main saloon 
I ID feet by 50 feet, five large dining rooms, and waiting 
rooms, closets, pantries, kitchen and living rooms in 
proportion. The tower on the east end is 138 feet 
high, and the observatory in the uppermost story com- 
mands a fine view over the city and harbor, and the 
suburban districts. The long pavilion wings are of 
a light and graceful design, and the details of the work 
are freely decorated. 

The plan of the grounds adjoining the house gives 
equally liberal accommodations for the concentration 
or circulation of large assemblages of people. The 
front of the house toward the grove is 272 feet long, 
and the pedestrian plaza, flanked by the two gallery 
wings, has a graveled area of about 25,000 square feet, 
with provision in the design for a large extension of the 
gravel space if necessary. The front, facing the review 
ground, is 250 feet long, and the carriage concourse ad- 
joining it has an area of 65,000 square feet. On the 
south side are the enclosed carriage yards, with an area 
of over 20,000 square feet, of which 4,000 feet are pro- 
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tected by covered sheds. The east front of the house 
connects by broad foot-paths with the grove on one 
side, and with the street car terminus on the other, at a 
distance of only 220 feet from the portico. 

Nearly all the carriageways and footways of the 
Parade have now been permanently constructed. The 
total length of walk finished is 7,850 linear feet, of 
which 6,100 feet were built the past season. The length 
of the new drive built, exclusive of the concourse, is 
5,125 feet, being all the carriageway designed, except 
about 500 feet on the north border of the grove. All 
the roadways, and also the broad walk encircling the 
review grounds, have a paved gutter on each side, and 
a line of curb stone wherever the drive and walk touch 
each other. The gutters have been provided with 
sewer receivers at short intervals, and all the drainage 
and sewerage of the grounds, roads and buildings have 
been completed. 

The several plots of ground bordering the new walks 
and open spaces in the vicinity of the house have been 
graded and seeded. In some of these a few flower beds 
were prepared and filled with flowering and bright 
foliage plants. A small flower garden plot was also 
laid out and enclosed between the house and the 
carriage yard. 

The grass on the sections formerly finished was 

4 

statedly mown during the season. The severe drouth 
did more or less injury to the turf in various places, 
and also to many of the trees in the grove. The health 
and general aspect of the few trees remaining in this 
small grove are far from being satisfactory. At the 
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time the land was taken for the Park most of these 
trees were gauftt and spindling in form. A majority 
of them were so far decayed that they were at once cut 
down. Of those remaining all the beeches and soft 
maples have gradually and steadily declined in health, 
while the elms only have shown satisfactory renewal of 
vigor. The grove is thus quite deficient in shade, and 
an extensive renewal of young and thrifty trees is 
urgently needed. Until the young trees be well estab- 
lished they would require some special care and pro- 
tection, to prevent damage inevitable from the constant 
and indiscriminate use of the grove by the public. 

Heretofore the Parade as a place of public resort for 
recreation has been very little used. Except by base 
ball clubs, or by the National Guard on the occasion of 
the annual inspection, this Park was seldom visited, as 
there was no proper place for rest or refreshment, nor 
opportunity for agreeable recreation. With the open- 
ing of the House, however, the Parade at once became 
a place of popular daily resort, until the approach of 
wintry weather. The lessee of the house furnished 
weekly open-air instrumental concerts and other attrac- 
tive entertainments. On some of these special occa- 
sions immense numbers of people gathered, taxing 
even to the utmost the capacity of the house and of 
the adjoining public spaces. 

The large crowds on these occasions, though on the 
whole remarkably well behaved and orderly, were from 
their numbers somewhat unmanageable. When from 
10,000 to 16,000 people are collected into a compact 
body to witness any unusual performance or exhibition 
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It is almost impossible to preserve perfect order or to 
prevent frequent trespass of the Park regulations, 
especially the overrunning of the plots reserved for 
garden embellishment. Any evening entertainments, 
however proper in themselves, that will draw together 
a very large and miscellaneous outdoor throng is for 
these reasons objectionable; but in some other respects 
the facilities for outdoor amusement at the Parade 
might be advantageously increased. The erection of 
suitable apparatus for athletic and gymnastic practice 
and competitions, as intended by the original design, 
would afford a healthy and popular recreation to a 
numerous class of youths. 



FILLMORE AVENUE. 

The portion of Fillmore avenue, 500 feet in length, 
between the Parade and Genesee street, has been per- 
manently improved. The roadway, 50 feet in width, 
has been constructed with a rubble stone foundation 12 
inches in depth, which is topped with six inches of 
broken stone and two inches of gravel. The whole has 
been well compacted by the steam roller, and on 
each side a curb and paved gutter have been laid. A 
brick sewer 18 inches in diameter was built under the 
east sidewalk. It connects with and taps the combined 
drainage and sewerage system of the Parade. At the 
intersection of Best street three receivers have been 
built, and two at the junction of Genesee street. Stone 
crosswalks have also been laid on the line of the foot- 
path crossings of these streets. 
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Considerable work has also been done on the lower 
end of this avenue. The part between William and 
Seneca streets, 4,250 feet in length, has been filled up 
to the established grade, except a short space at the 
crossing of Little Buffalo Creek. The completion of 
this part is delayed until suitable provisions be made 
to carry off the water of the creek. A sewer, to be 
located in the avenue, of sufficient capacity to receive 
all the water, has been projected by the municipal 
authorities; and proceedings have been taken to build 
it next summer. A permanent culvert here will thus 
be unlnecessary; and meantime a temporary crossing 
has been provided by a rough platform of timbers and 
planks. 

As nearly all this section of the avenue is on land 
below the established grade, over 20,000 cubic yards of 
filling have been required from outside sources during 
the progress of the work. All of this was obtained on 
favorable terms from Mr. Isaac Holloway, who fur- 
nished and delivered it from the excavations of the 
streets which he was paving during the past summer. 
To fully open up all the Avenue, planks must be laid 
between the rails at the intersection of the New York 
Central and of the Buffalo and Philadelphia Rail- 
road tracks. 

OTHER AVENUES AND STREETS. 

There has been no new work done requiring special 
note on any of the other avenues or parkways. On the 
streets bounding the Parade the adjoining sidewalk 
borders were graded in the spring, and planted with 
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rows of shade trees. The roadbeds of North andiof 
East Parade avenues were excavated by the Street 
Commissioner, and partially filled with stone chips and 
gravel. No curb or paved gutter has been provided, 
and the present level of the roadway is too low for the 
boundary grade of the Parade. A higher grade line, a 
more substantial road surface, and paved gutters are 
necessary to insure any permanent benefit from the 
work already done. 

Delaware street, where it crosses the Park, and be- 
tween the Park and the Cemetery, was almost impassa- 
ble both in the spring and in the fall. A thoroligh re- 
pair of this section is imperative. If possible, it should 
be paved, or else a Macadam roadway, with a good 
depth of stone, be built in the low and flat portion. 

THE LABOR FORCE. 

Nearly all the laborers employed on new construc- 
tion work this year have been furnished through the 
Overseer of the Poor, and have been paid from the 
special appropriation of the Common Council, passed 
for the purpose of providing work on the Parks for the 
able, bodied poor of the city. Most of the work done 
under this arrangement was on the new stone roads 
and walks of the Park, the Parade, and on Fillmore 
avenue. In this work little skilled labor was required 
except in quarrying the stone, and among the men 
sent out, a sufficient number of handy or experienced 
workmen to drill and quarry the stone was readily found. 
During the winter months nearly all the men employed 
belonged to the ordinary outdoor laboring class of the 
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city, and among them were many very good workmen. 

As there were more than twice as many applicants 
for work as could be employed to advantage at one 
time, the Overseer of the Poor was obliged, in order to 
distribute whatever benefit the work afforded among 
as many idle men as possible, to change twice a week 
during the winter months all of the men except those 
selected as quarrymen. As the work at this season 
was frequently interrupted by the weather, the average 
time made by the great majority of the men was less 
than two days in the week. The total time made was 
eight days in February, sixteen days in March and 
eighteen days in April, with an average force each day 
of about three hundred laborers and sixty teamsters. 

In May and June about two hundred men were em- 
ployed daily under the same arrangement, and about 
fifteen men daily through July and August. These 
were changed once a week to give other idle men a 
chance. Many of them were men who had not ap- 
peared during the cold weather, and most of these 
latter were very inferior workmen. 

Of the $20,000 first appropriated $12,600 were paid 
to the laborers, including the foremen of gangs, and 
$7,400 to teamsters. All of the second appropriation 
of $10,000 was f)aid to laborers only. All of the ma- 
terials used in the above work, all the skilled labor re- 
quired in finishing, and about one-half of the team labor 
employed on it, were paid for out of the regular Park 
Improvement Fund. All the stone used on the work 
at the Parade and on Fillmore avenue was obtained on 
very favorable terms from the owners of the Jammer- 

1241 
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thai quarries. A large proportion of the rough spalls 
and chips used were given free, in consideration of the 
object in view in employing labor at that time. 

THE FRONT, ETC. 

On the Front almost nothing has been done this 
year except the general work of maintenance. The 
Play Green was well top-dressed with stable manure, 
and the portions where the turf had been destroyed by 
base ball playing in previous years were re-seeded. 
There has been no ball playing there the last season, 
except occasional games of cricket on the southern 
end of it. The grass on the green has been much im- 
proved by the surface manuring and by the yearns ex- 
emption from the frequent trampling of large crowds. 

The turf on the other portions of the Front would 
be much benefited by a. similar dressing with manure. 
The long drouth has injured it somewhat in various 
places. The grassy terraced bank above the old quarry 
ledge has never been planted, and it looks bald and 
bleak. A few masses of wild shrubbery and low grow- 
ing trees are needed to relieve the naked aspect of this 
slope. The improvement of the flats below the ledge 
and bank is also incomplete. 

Nothing has been done on any of the minor circles 
or places, except the ordinary maintenance work. All 
the parks, approaches and places have been kept in as 
good condition as the amount of the Maintenance Fund 
would permit. The grass has been frequently mowed 
and the dirt roads of the avenues kept comparatively 
smooth. All the finished drives were regularly sprink- 
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led in dry weather, and they have been at all times in 
excellent condition. 

The organization for the efficient management of all 
work in hand, and for securing the preservation of 
order, and the prevention of trespasses, has been sub- 
stantially the same as in former years. 

Respectfully submitted, 

WILLIAM MCMILLAN, 

General Superintendent. 



t^INANCIAL STATEMENT, 1876 

Abstract of Receipts and Expenditures. 

improvement fund. 

« 

Receipts. 

Balance in treasury, Dec. 31, 1875, $2,237.84 
In the hands of Secretary and 

Treasurer 20.11 — $2,257.95 

For labor improving Sixth street, 

etc .* 400.72 

For sale of horse 50.00 

For trespassing (fines) 6.00 

From Buffalo City Cemetery, for 

labor ». . 583.20 

For sale of old boiler 75-oo 

For sale of tramway 166 50 

For old house on Parade 40.00 

For rent 250.00 

For earth filling 33-65 

From Maintenance Fund 29,469.35 

From Common Council 100,000.00 

$131,074.42 
Less amount in hands of Secre- 
tary and Treasurer 102.18 130,972.24 

$133,230.19 



33 

Disbursements. 

For construction (contracts^ ma- 
terials, etc.) $80,212.44 

For labor 26,577.33 

For teams 17,524.54 

For tools and implements 1,993.27 

For trees, shrubs and seeds 647.88 

For plans and designs 3,511.50 

For printing and advertising 278.71 

For furniture 654.33 

For^miscellaneous 1,026.63 

Balance in treasury, Dec. 31, 1876 



132,426.63 
$803.56 



MAINTENANCE FUND. 

Receipts. 
Appropriated by Common Council 

Disbursements. 

For teams and labor $11,161.74 

For salaries 6,298.7 2 

For keeping and care of animals. 487 52 

For printing and stationery 257.25 

For implements, repairs, etc 619.92 

For fertilizers 1,422.95 

For local taxes 5*039.60 

For insurance 850.00 

For Office expenses , 258.79 

For miscellaneous 148.50 

Transferred to Improvement Fund 29,469.35 

Balance to General Fund 



$56,000.00 



55,994.34 



$5.66 
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AREA OF PARK LANDS. 

Acres. Acres. Acres. 

Park Lake 46^ 

Park lands bordering on the Lake 74^ 

** Water Park," (all west of Delaware 

Road) 121^ 

Park Meadow (all inside of Circuit 

Drive) 122 

Park lands bordering on the Meadow. 107^ 

" Meadow Park," (all east of Delaware 

Road).... * 229^ 

Total area of the Main Park. . . — 35°^ 

Parade Ground (all inside Circuit 

Walk) 19^ 

Parade Lands (exclusive of Parade 

Ground) 36^6^ 

Total area of Parade Park '— 55^ 

Front Play Green 7^5^ 

Front Terrace Concourse 3^ 

Front, exclusive of Green and Con- 
course 20^ 

Total area of the Front Park. . 31^ 



Total area of the larger Parks. 437 to 

Niagara Square 5 

Prospect Hill Parks 7^ 

North Street Circle 4^ 

Bidwell Place 5^ 

Chapin Place 5 

Soldiers^ Place 8^ 

Agassiz Place . 4^^ 

The Bank i^ 

Total area of Place Parks 42 



Total area of Parks and Places, 47 9 A 
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Acres. Acres. 

Humboldt Parkway, 9,405 feet long . . 43^ 

Bidwell Parkway, 2,323 feet long lo^?^ 

Chapin Parkway, 1,904 feet long 8^% 

Lincoln Parkway, 1,695 feet long 7^ 

Total area of the Parkways 

(each 200 feet wide) 70^ 

Fillmore Avenue, 11,097 feet long.. .. 25^ 

The Avenue, 6,277 feet long 15^ 

Porter Avenue Yf^,\t,VZ\ ^ 

Total areas of the Avenues (each 

100 feet wide) 50 

Total area of all the Park Lands, 



Acres. 



1203% 



600^2^ 



Distances from Several Leading Points in and 

Through the Parks. 

Feet. Miles. 

Niagara Square to Parade Refectory, by 

Genesee street 12,300 or 2^ 

Niagara Square to Front entrance by Court 

and Sixth streets 7,000 or i^ 

Niagara Square to Park City Gate by Dela- 
ware street, etc 17,520 or 3J^ 

Foot of North street to Front Terrace by 

Porter avenue 5, 300 or i 

Front entrance to Park City Gate by the 

Park roads 15,800 or 3 

City Gate of* Park around the Meadow and 

back to City Gate 16,900 or 3^ 

Circuit Drive around the Meadow .-. 9 785 or i-j»q 

Lincoln Parkway to Agassiz Place by north- 
east Meadow Drive io,935 ox 2 
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Feet. Miles. 

Agassiz Place to Parade House by Hum- 
boldt parkway 12,000 or 2^ 

Parade House to Park Boat-house by Hum- 
boldt Parkway, etc 18,300 or 3}^ 

Front Terrace to Park Boat-house by the 

Park roads 17,450 or 3^ 

Front Terrace to Parade House by the Park- 
ways and North Drive of the Park. ;. . 40,000 x>r 7^ 

Niagara Square to Park by Delaware street, 
etc., through Park by North Meadow 
Drive, and through Humboldt Parkway, 
Parade and Genesee street back to Niag- 
ara Square 52,800 or 10 

Length of Drives and Walks. 

The Park, 

Feet. 

Drives completed, inclusive of Concourse 

branches 1 7,300 

Drives opened to sub-grade but not macad- 
amized 400 

17,700 

Walks completed (stone foundation and 

gravel surface) 1 2,000 

Walks opened (with gravel surface only) .... 6,400 
Walks graded (but without stone or gravel). 2,750 

21,150 

The Parade. 

Drives completed exclusive of Concourse. . . 5,120 

Drives opened to sub-grade only. 540 

5,660 

Walks completed (stone and gravel) 7,850 
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The Front. 

Ytitt,. 

Drives completed, including length of Ter- 
race 1,575 

Drives opened to sub-grade only 425 

2,000 

Walks completed (stone and gravel) 4,800 

Roadways in the Parkways, Avenues and Places 

Carriageway, 100 feet wide 3,000 feet. 

" 50 " *' 28,000 " 

" 40 " ** 12,200 " 

*< 36 ** " 9,900 " 

" 25 '* " 9,900 •' 

63,000 

" 25 " " (designed 

but not opened) 5,640 

Add length of carriageway in the sev- 
eral Parks 25,360 

94,000 
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APPENDIX. 



»♦« 



A List of the Different Kinds of Trees, Shrub§ and 

Vines on the Park. 



»■♦■ 



CLASS I.— ANGIOSPERMOUS pLaNTS. 



A. flowers POLYPETALOUS. 



No. Family. 
I Magnolia, 



4< 



l< 



<« 



*t 



6 Berberry 

7 " 
8 




9 •* 

10 




II 




12 St. John's 
Wurt, 




13 Tamarisk, 




14 Mallow, 




15 Linden, 




16 




17 " 
18 




19 '• 

20 Rue, 




21 Quassia, 




22 Cashew, 




23 " 





If 



<f 



• ( 



<< 



t( 



Botanical Name. 

Magnolia acuminata L. 

macrophylla. Mchx. 
tripetala, L. 
Yulan. Hort. 
Liriodendron Tulipifera L. 
Berberis vulgaris. L 

var. atropurpureus, Hort 
dulcis Hort. 
Mahonia Aquifolium, Nutt. 

*' Japonica, Sieb. 
A kebia quinata. Thunb 

Hypericum Kalmianum, L. 

Tamarix Gallica, L. 
Hibiscus Syriacus, L 
Tillia Europaea. Mill, 
var. alba, Hort. 
var rubra, Hort. 
** Americana, L. 
** heterophylla. Vent. 
Ptelea trifoliata. L. 
Ailantus glandulosus, Desf . 
Rhus Cotinus, L. 
glabra, L. 



< 4 



i ( 



( I 



Common Name. 

Cucumber Tree. 
Great-leaved Magnolia. 
Umbrella Tree 
Chinese Magnolia. 
Tulip Tree. 
Common Berberry. 
Purple-leaved Berberry 
Sweet-fruited Berberry. 
Holly-leaved Mahonia. 
Japan Mahonia. 
Five- fingered Akebia 

Kalm's St. John's Wort 

French Tamarisk 
Shrubby Althea. 
European Linden. 
White-leaved Linden. 
Red- twigged Linden. 
Basswood. 
White Linden 
Hop Tree. 
Ailanthus. 
Sicilian Sumach 

r 

Smooth Sumach. 
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0. Family. 


Botanical Name. 


S4 Cashew, 


Rhus var. laciniata, Hort. 


is 


'* 'typhina L. 


16 


'• Toxicodendron, L. 


17 Vine, 


Vitis Labrusca, L. 


m ** 


*• var. hybrida, Hort. 


99 •' 


** . aestivalis, Mchx 


fo - 


'* cordifolia, Mchx. 




Cissus heterophylla, Thunb. 


p " 


Ampelopsis quinquefolia, Mchx 


L« <« N 


* bipinnata, Terr. 


R4 Buckthorn, 


Rhamnus catharticus L. 


05 '* 


Ceanothus Americanus, L 


^6 Staff Tree, 


Celastrus Scandens, L 


i37 


Euonymus Europaeus, L. 


38' 


** atropurpureus, L. 


!39 Soapberry 


iEsculus Hippocastanum, L. 


40 " 


** var. flore pleno, Hort 


41 •' 


glabra. Wild. 


4a " 


flava, Ait 


43 '' 


Pavia macrostachya, Mchx. 


44 


Kolreuteria paniculata, Laxm. 


4s Maple, 


Acer Pseudo-Platanus, L 


46 •• 


** var. purpureum, Hort 


147 •• 


*• Platanoides, L. 


i48 " 


** var. Lobelii, Hort. 


49 *• 


** var. laciniatum. 


50 " 


" Colchicum rubrum, Hort 


51 " 


" saccharinum, L 


52 " 


•* nigrum, Tor. et Gray. 


53 '• 


" campestre, L. 


54 '• 


** dasycarpum Ehrh. 


55 •• 


'* Pennsylvanicum. 


56 '* 


'* rubrum, L. 


57 •' 


Negundo aceroides, Moench 


58 Pulse, 


Laburnum vulgare, Gris. 


59 * 


*' alpinum, Mill 


60 " 


Spartium Scoparium. L. 


61 •« 


Amorpha fruticosa, L. 


6a «' 


Caragana arborescens, Lam . 


63 ** 


Colutea arborescens, L. 


64 - 


Robinia Pseudacacia, L. 


65 •* 


*' var. inermis, Hort. 


66 '• 


" var. Bessoniana, Hort. 


67 " 


** hispida, L. 



Comm<» Name. 
Cut-leaved Sumach. 
. Staghorn Sumach. 
Poison Ivy. 
Fox Grape. 

Native Vineyard Grape. 
Summer Grape. 
Frost Grape. 
Variegated Cissus. 
Virginian Creeper. 
Pepper Vin*. 
Common Buckthorn. 
New Jersey Tea. 
CHmbiDg Bitter-sweet. 
European Spindle Tree. 
Burning Bush 
Common Horse Chestnut. 
Double-flowering Chestnut. 
Ohio Buckeye. 
Yellow Buckeye. 
Small Buckeye. 
Kolreuteria. 
Sycamore Maple. 
Purple- leaved Sycamore. 
Norway Maple. 
Lobel's Maple. 
Eagle s Claw Maple. 
Red Colchicum Maple. 
Sugar Maple. 
Black Sugar Maple. 
English Maple. 
Silver Maple. 
Striped Maple. 
Red Maple. 
Ash -leaved Maple. 
Common Laburnum. 
Scotch Lahurnum. 
Scotch Broom. 
False Indigo 
Siberian Pea Tree. 
Bladder Senna 
Yellow Locust 
Parasol Acacia. 
Besson's Dwarf Acacia. 
Rose Acacia. 



V , 



: / 
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No. 


Family. 


Botanical Name. 


68 


Pulse, 


Robinia viscosa. Vent. 


69 


tt 


Wistaria Sinensis D. C. 


70 


41 


** frutescens, L. 


71 


(( 


, Cladrastis tinctoria, Raf . 


72 


(( 


Sophora JapOnica, L. 


73 


44 


Cercis Canadensis, Willd. 


74 


14 


*' Chinensis, Bge. 


75 


44 


Gleditschia triacanthos, L. 


76 


(4 


Gymnaciadus Canadensis, Lam. 


77 


Plum, 


Amygdalus nana L. 


78 


• < 


Persica vulgaris fl. pi , Hort. 


79 


44 


fol pur., Hort. 


80 


44 


Armeniaca vulgaris. Lam. 


81 


.4 


Prunus Sinensis fl. pi., H9rt 


82 


44 


** var. triloba, Lind 


83 


44 


" Americana, Marsh. 


84 


44 


** domestica. L. 


85 


tt 


** Cerasus, L. 


86 


tt 


** . Pennsylvanica, L. 


87 


44 


*' Mahaleb, L. 


88 


« 


*' Padus, D. C. 


89 


44 


*' serotina, Ehrh. 


90 


44 


** Virginiana, L. 


91 


Pear, 


Pyrui arbutifolia, L. 


92 


(< 


** Malus, L. 


93 


<« 


'* coronaria, L. 


94 


44 


** prunifolia, Willd. 


95 


44 


** spectabilis, Ait. 


96 


44 


Sorbus Americana, Willd. 


97 


44 


" aucuparia, L. 


98 


it 


*' var. quercifolia, Hort. 


99 


44 


Amelanchier Can. Tor. et Gray, 


100 


« 


" var. Botryapium, D. C. 


lOl 


tt 


Cydonia Japonica, Pers. 


102 


<( 


'• var. rosea, Hort. 


103 


44 


Crataegus tomcntosa, L. 


104 


4< 


** coccinea, L. 


105 


(4 


•* Oxycantha, L. 


106 


44 


'* var. rosea, Hort. 


107 


44 


*' Pyracantha, Pers. 


108 Rose, 


Rosa Carolina, L. 


109 


44 


*' rubiginosa, L. 


no 


44 


•* setigera, Michx. 


III 


(4 


Rubus odoratus. L. 



Common Name. 
Clammy Locust. 
Chinese Wistaria 
American Wistaria. 
Yellow-wood. 
Japan Sophora. 
American Redbud. 
Chinese Redbud 
Honey Locust. 
Kentucky Coffee Tree. 
Double- flowering Almond. 
Double- flowering Peach. 
Blood-leaved Peach. 
Apricot. 

Double-flowering Plum. 
Rose-flowering Plum. 
Wild Red and Yellow Plum. 
Garden Plum. 
Garden Red Cherry. 
Wild Red Cherry. 
Mahaleb Cherry. 
European Bird Cherry. 
Wild Black Cherry. 
Choke Cherry. 
Common Chokeberry. 
Apple Taee, 
Garland Crab Apple. 
Siberian Crab Apple. 
Chinese Flowering Apple. 
American Mountain Ash. 
European RoWan Tree 
Oak leaved Rowan Tree. 
June Berry. 
Service Berry. 
Japan Quince. 
Blush Japan Quince. 
Black or Pear Thorn. 
White or Scarlet- fruited Thora. 
English Hawthorn. 
Red Hawthorn. 
Evergreen Thorn. 
Swamp Rose. 
Sweet Brier. 
Prairie Rose. 
Purple-flowering Raspberry. 
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No. 


Family. 




Botanical Name. 


112 


Rose, 


Rubus strigosus, Mchx. 


113 


<« 


1 1 


occidentalis, L 


114 


ft 


' « ( 


villosus. Ait. 


115 


14 


Potentilla fruticosa, L 


116 


«( 


Kerria Japonica, D. C. 


117 


t ( 


ti 


var. variegata, Hon. 


118 


tt 


Spiraea Billardi. Hort. 


119 


<« 


<{ 


callosa, Thunb 


120 


tt 


<( 


var. alba, Hort." 


121 


< t 


■ t 


chamaedrifolia, L. 


122 


(( 


t ( 


crataegifolia. L. K. 


123 


<< 


tt 


Douglasii, Hort. 


124 


(< 


It 


Fontaenaysii, Hort. 


125 


<< 


1 1 


laevigata, L. 


126 


(t 


t% 


macrophylla, Hort. 


127 


<l 


tt 


Nicondertii, Hort. 


128 


It 


t( 


opulifolia, L, 


129 


( t 


tt 


var. aurea, Hort. 


130 


tt 


It 


prunifolia, S. et Z. 


131 


tt 


it 


Reevesiana, Lindl. 


132 


<• 


1 1 


var. fl pi., Hort. 


133 


tt 


(« 


var. robusta, Hort. 


134 


n 


t * 


salicifolia, L. 


135 


tt 


tt 


var. rosea, Hort. 


136 


tt 


tt 


sorbifolia L. 


137 


*< 


tt 


Thunbergii, Bl. 


138 


tt 


*i 


tomentosa, L. 


139 


tt 


tt 


ulmifolia, Scop. 


140 


Calycanthus, Calycanthus floridus, L. 


141 


Saxifrage, 


Philadelphus coronarius, L. 


142 








** var. nanus. Mill. 


143 








*' var. Zeyheri,* Sch 


144 








*• ' speciosus, Schr. 


145 








" Gordonianus, L. 


146 








*' cordatus, Hort. 


147 








** pubescens, Hort. 


148 






Deutzia crenata, S. et Z. 


149 






< t 


var. fl. pi., Hort. 


150 






i< 


scabra, Hort. 


151 






(< 


gracilis, S. et L. • 


152 






Hydi 


rangea arborescens, L. 


153 








" nivea, Mchx. 


154 








" paniculata, Sieb. 


155 






Ribes nigrum, L. 



Common Name. 
Wild Red Raspberry. 
Black Raspberry. 
Common Blackberry. 
Shrubby Cinquefoil. 
Japan Corchorus. 
Variegated Corchorus. 
Billard's Spirea. 
Fortune's Spirea. 
Fortune's Dwarf White Spirea. 
Germander-leaved Spirea 
Hawthorn-leaved Spirea 
Douglas' Spirea. 
Fontenay's Spirea. 
Smooth-leaved Spirea. 
Large-leaved Spirea. 
Nicondert's Spirea. 
Nine-bark. 
Yellow Nine-bark. 
Plum-leaved Spirea. 
Reeves' Spirea. 

Reeves' Dbl. flowering Spirea. 
Reeves* Robust Spirea. 
Common Meadow Sweet. 
Rose-flowered Meadow Sweet. 
Mountairf^Ash leaved Spirea. 
Thunberg's Spirea. 
Hardback. 
Elm-leaved Spirea. 
Carolina Allspice. 
Garland Mock Orange. 
Dwarf Mock Orange. 
Zeyher's Philadelphus. 
Showy-flowering Philadelphus. 
Gordon's Philadelphus. 
Heart-leaved Philadelphus. 
Hoary-leaved Philadelphus. 
Crenate-leaved Deutzia. 
Double-flowering Deutzia. 
Rough-leaved Deutzia. 
Slender-branched Deutzia. 
Wild Hydrangea. 
Snowy Hydrangea. 
Japan Hydrangea. 
Black Currant. 
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No. Family. 




Botaaical Name. 


156 Saxifrage, 


Ribes 


. sanguineum, Pursh. 


157 " 


(• 


Gordon ianum. Lam. 


15B 


« < 


aureum, Pursh. 


159 •' 


*« 


floriduniy L. 


160 ** 


tt 


rubrum, L. 


161 


it 


Cynosbati, L. 


162 


i( 


rotundifolium, Mchx. 


163 Witch Hazel 


Hamamelis Virginica, L. 


164 Ginseng, 


Aralia 


I Spinosa, L. 


165 


i* 


Japonica, Thunb. 


166 *' 


Hedera Helix, L. 


167 Dogwood, 


Cornus florida, L. 


i68 ** 


<< 


alterni folia, L. 


169 


»< 


paniculata, L'Her. 


170 


<i 


sericia, L. 


171 


<< 


sanguinea, L. 


172 


it 


stoionifera, Mchx. 


173 


<( 


mas. L 


174 


•« 


var. fol. var., Hort. 



tt 



*t 



Common Name. 
Red-flowering Currant. 
Gordon's Currant. 
Missouri Currant. 
Wild Black 
Wild Red 
Wild Gooseberry. 
Smooth Wild Gooseberry. 
Witch Hazel. 
Hercules Club, 
Japan Angelica Tree. 
English Ivy. 
Flowering Dogwood. 
Alternate-leaved 
Panicled 
Silky 
Red 

Red Osier 
Cornelian Cherry. 
Variegated-leaved Cornel. 



B. FLOWERS MONOPETALOUS. 



175 Honeysuckle 
176 



177 


<t 


178 


»< 


179 


(« 


180 


( • 


' 181 


»• 


182 


tt 


183 


t* 


184 


tt 


185 


tt 


186 


tt 


187 


tt 


188 


It 


189 


(( 


190 
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192 


tt 
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194 


tt 


195 


tt 



Lonicera Periclymenum, L. 
sempervirens, Ait 
var. flava, Sims. 
Belgicum, Hort. 
brachypoda, D. C. 
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«( 



<* 



tt 



English Woodbine. 

Trumpet Honeysuckle. 

Yellow Trumpet 

Dutch Fragrant 

Japan 
var. aurearetic, Hort. Gold-leaved Japan 
Chinensis, Hort. Chinese 

var. Halleana, Hort. Halfs Chinese 
Tartarica, L. Tartarian 

var. rubra, Hort. Red flowering 

var fragantissima, Paxt. Autumn flowering 
var. grandifolia, Hort. Pink flowering 
Ledebourii, Esch. Ledebouri 

Xylosteum, L. Englisli Fly 

ciliata, Muhl. Early Fly 

Diervilla triflda, Mcench, Bush 

(Weigelia) rosea, Lindl. Rose flowering Weigclia. 
var. alba, Hort. Blush ** 

amabilis, Carr. Lovely 

var. fol. var., Hort. Variegated. leaved 
** var.hortensis nivea,S.et Z.White 
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No. Family. 
196 Honeysuckle 

197 



<« 
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«( 
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4( 
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201 
202 
203 
204 
205 
206 
207 
308 
209 
210 
211 
212 
213 
214 
215 
216 
217 
21S 
219 

220 Heath. 

221 

222 

223 

224 

225 

226 

227 

228 

229 

230 

231 

232 Holly, 

233 Storax, 

234 Madder, 

235 Bignonia, 
236 

237 
238 

239 Figwort, 
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Botanical Name. Common Kame. 

Diervilla, var. Isoline, Hort. Blush flowering Weigelia. 

*' var. nana fol. var. , Hort. Dwarf variegated 
Symphoricarpus vulgaris. Mchx. Coral Berry. 

* racemosus, Mchx. Snow *' 

Viburnum Lantana. L. Wayfaring Tree. 

'* lantanoides, Mchx. Hobble Bush. 

Lentago, L. 



<« 
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1 1 
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pyrifolium, poir. 
nudum L. 
prunifolium, L, 
dentatum L 
rugosum. Hort. 
acerifolium, L. 
Nepalensis. Hort. 
. Opulus, L 
Oxycoccus, Pursh. 
Sambucus Canadensis, L. 
pubens, Mchx. 
nigra, L. 

var. laciniata, Mill, 
racemosa, L 
var. fol. var., Hort. 
var. aurea, Hort. 
var. laciniata, Hort. 
Rhododendron maximum, L 

" hybridum, Hort. 

Azalea viscosa, L. 
" nudiflora, L. 
Pontica, L. 
Kalmia latifola, L. 
" glauca, Ait. 
Cassandra calyculata, Don. 
Ledum latifolium Ait 
Vaccinium corymbosum, L 

" stamineum, L. 

Clethra alnifolia, L. 
Ilex verticillata, L. 
Haksia tetraptera. L. 
Cephalanthus occidentalis, L 
Tecoma radicans, Juss. 
Catalpa bignonoides, Walt 
Koempferi. 
Bungei, C. C Mey 
Paulownia imperialis, Sieb. 



(« 



(< 



Sheep Berry. 
Peartree-leaved Viburnum. 
Withe-rod. 
Black Haw. 
Arrow Woo(f. 
Rough-leaved Viburnum. 
Maple-leaved Viburnum. 
Nepal Viburnum 
Snowball. , 
High bush Cranberry. 
Common Elder. 
Redberried Elder. 
European Elder. 
Cutleaved Elder. 
European Redberried Elder. 
Variegated- leaved Elder. 
Gold-leaved Elder. 
Cutleaved Red Elder. 
Wild Rosebay. 
Garden Rosebay. 
Clammy Azalea. 
Purple Azalea. 
Ghent Azalea. 
Mountain Laurel. 
Pale Laurel. 
Leather Leaf. 
Labrador Tea 
Swamp Blueberry. 
Deerberry. 
Sweet Pepperbush. 
Winter Berry. 
Snowdrop Tree. 
Button Bush. 
Trumpet Creeper. 
Indian Bean Tree. 
Koempfer's Catalpa. 
Bunge's Catalpa. 
Paulownia. 
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No. 


Family 


240 


Vervain, 


241 


Milkweed. 


242 


Nightstiade, 


243 


1 « 


244 


Olive, 


245 


. 1 


246 


1 1 


247 


4 ( 


248 


( i 


249 


4 < 


250 


(> 


251 


< . 


252 


4 4 


253 


{ t 


254 


4 ( 


255 


1 4 


256 


4 ( 



Botanical Name. 
Callicarpa Americana, L 
Periploca Gr^eca, L. 
Solanum Dulcamara, L. 
Lycium Europaeum, L. 
Forsyihia viridissima, Lindl. 
*' suspensa. Thunb. 

** Fortuni. 

Syringa vulgaris, L. 

var. alba, liort. 
Persica, L. 
var. alba, Hort. 
Josikaea Jacq. 
Emodi, Wall. 
Ligustrum vulgare, L 

" lucidum. Ait. 

Chionanthus Virginica, L. 
Fraxinus Oruus, L. 



<< 



(( 



Common Name. 
French Mulberry. 
Virginia Silk 
Hittersweet. 
European Boxthorn, 
Green-stemmed Golden Bell. 
Weeping Golden Bell. 
Fortune's Golden Bell 
Common Lilac. 
White Lilac. 
Persian Lilac. 
White Persian Lilac. 
Hungarian Lilac. 
Himalayan Lilac. 
Common Privet. 
Chinese Privet. 
Fringe Tree. 
Flowering Ash. ^ 



C. FLOWERS APETALOUS. 



257 


Olive. 


Fraxinous excelsior, L. 


English Ash. 


258 


(4 


" var. pendula, Hort. 


Weeping Ash. ' 


259 




" var. salicifolia, Hort. 


Willow-leaved Ash. 


260 




var. heterophylla, Vahl. 


Single-leaved Ash. 


261 




Americana, L. 


White Ash. 


262 




var. juglandifolia, Hort 


Walnut-leaved Ash. 


263 




' var. aucubaefolia, Hort. 


Aucuba-leaved Ash. 


264 




var. rufa, Hort. 


Single-leaved Ash. 


265 




" pubescens Lam. 


Red Ash. 


266 




" sambucifolia. Lam. 


Black Ash 


267 


Ranunculus, 


Clematis coerulea, Lindl. 


Blue Clematis. 


268 


1 4 


*• Viticella, Moench. 


Vine Bower Clematis. 


269 


1 4 


Virginiana. L. 


Virgin's Bower Clematis. 


270 


Witch Hazel 


,Liquidambarstyraciflua, L. 


Sweet Gum. 


271 


Dogwood, 


Nyssa multiflora, Wang. 


Sour Gum. 


272 


Laurel, 


Sassafras officinale, Nees 


Sassafras. 


273 


( ■ 


Benzoin odoriferum, Nees. 


Spice Bush. 


274 


Mezerum, 


Daphne Mezerum, L. 


Mezereum. 


275 


4 4 


Dirca palustris, L. 


Leatherwood. 


276 


Oleaster, 


Hippophae Rhamnoides, L. 


Sallowthorn. 


277 


<> 


Sheperdia Canadensis, Nutt. 


Canadian Sheperdia. 


278 


< 1 


" argentea, Nutt. 


Buffalo Berry. 


279 


44 


Eleagnus hortensis, Pursh. 


Wild Olive. 
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l7o. Family. 




Botanical Name. 


Common Name. 


280 Oleaster, 


Eleagnus argentea, Pursh. 


Silverberry. 


281 Spurge. 


Buxus sempervirens, L. 


Tree Box. 


282 Elm. 


Ulmus campestris, L. 


English Elm. 


283 •• 


it 


var. purpurea, Hort. 


Purple-leaved Elm. 


284 «• 


(( 


montana. Bauh. 


Scotch Elm. 


285 •• 


II 


var. suberosa, Moench. 


Cork Elm. 


286 ** 


«i 


var. superba, Hort. 


Blandford Elm. 


287 " 


i< 


var. Huntingdon, Hort. 


Huntingdon Elm. 


288 '< 


II 


Americana, L. 


White Elm. 


289 «• 


II 


fulva. Mchx. 


Red Elm. 


290 *• 


Celtis occidentalis, L. 


Hackberry. 


291 Fig, 


Morus alba, L. 


White Mulberry. 


292 " 


<( 


rubra. L. 


Red Mulberry. 


293 - 


Afaclura aurantiaca, Nutt. 


Osage Orange. 


294 Plane Tree 


, Platanus occidentalis, L. 


Western Plane. 


295 


II 


orientalis, L. 


Eastern Plane. 


296 Walnut, 


Jttglans nigra L. 


Black Walnut. 


297 


11 


cinerea, L. 


Butternut. 


298 


Carya alba, Nutt. 


Shellbark Hickory. 


299' " 


<i 


amara, Nutt. 


Bitternut Hickory. 


300 Oak, 


Quercus Robur. L. 


English Oak. 


301 " 


II 


Cerris, L. 


Turkey Oak. 


302 •* 


i( 


alba. L. 


White Oak. 


303 " 


II 


macrbcarpa, Mchx. 


Burr Oak. 


304 " 


II 


discolor, Mchx. 


Swamp White Oak. 


305 " 


II 


coccinea, Wang. 


Scarlet Oak. 


306 '* 


II 


rubra, L. 


Red Oak. 


07 " 


II 


tinctoria, Bart. 


Black Oak. 


308 " 


tt 


palustris, Willd. 


Pin Oak. 


309 *' 


II 


Prinus, L. 


Chestnut Oak. 


310 ** 


Castanea vesca, L. 


Spanish Chestnut. 


311 •• 


II 


var. Americana. Don. 


American Chestnut. 


312 *• 


Fagus ferruginea, Ait. 


American Beech. 


313 *• 


it 


sylvatica, L. 


European Beech. 


314 " 


II 


var. purpurea, Hort. 


European Purple Beech. 


315 •' 


<• 


var. pendula, Hort. 


European Weeping Beech. 


316 *' 


Ik 


var. asplenifolia, Hort. 


European Fern-leaved Beech 


317 " 


Corylus Americana, Walt. 


American Hazelnut. 


318 •' 


• < 


avellana, Willd. 


European Hazelnut. 


319 " 


II 


var. purpurea. Hort. 


Purple Filbert. 


320 " 


Carpinus Betulus, L. 


European Hornbeam. 


321 " 


II 


Americana, Mchx. 


American Hornbeam. 


322 '* 


Ostrya Virginica, Willd. 


Hop Hornbeam. 


323 Birch, 


Betula lenta. L. 


Sweet or Cherry Birch. 


(281 
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No. 


Family. 




Botanical Name. 


Common Name. 


324 


Birch, 


Betula lutea, Mchx. 


Yellow Birch. 


325 


4( 


44 


papyracea. Ait. 


Canoe Birch. 


326 


(< 


4 4 


alba, L. 


European White Birch. 


327 


( ( 


44 


var. laciniata, Hort. 


Cut4eaved White Birch. 


328 


4 < 


Alnus incana, Willd. 


Hoary Alder. 


320 


it 


44 


serrulata, Ait. 


Smooth Alder. 


330 


<< 


44 


glutinosa, L. * 


European Alder. 


331 


(< 


<4 


var. laciniata, Hort. 


Cut-leaved Alder. 


332 


Willow, 


Salix 


Babylonica. L 


Weeping Willow. 


333 


<< 


i 


44 


alba, L. 


White Willow. 


334 


• i 




4 1 


var. vitellina, L. 


Gold-barked Willow. 


335 


(« 




» 4 


nigra, Marsh. 


Black Willow. 


336 


< 




<< 


humilis, Marsh. 


Loyr Bush Willow. 


337 


(( 




4 ( 


viminalis, L. 


Basket Willow. 


338 


t < 




I 4 


long^fplia, Muhl. 


Long-leaved Willow. 


339 


n 




*t 


linearis, Forbes. 


Narrow-lfeaved Willow. 


340 


i 




44 


rosmarinifolia, Pursh, 


Rosemary Willow. 


341 


(< 




4 t 


purpurea, Koch. 


Purple Willow. 


342 


« 




<t 


lucida, Muhl. 


Shining Willow. 


343 


1 1 




44 


caprea, L. 


Goat Willow. 


344 


t* 




<4 


var. pendula, Hort. 


Kilmarnock Willow. 


345 


(< 




Populus alba, L. 


Abele, or White Poplar, 


346 


<< 




4( 


tremula pendula, Hort. 


Weeping Poplar. 


347 


It 




44 


tremuloides, Mchx. 


American Aspen. 


348 


t 




t 4 


grandidentata, Mchx 


Great-toothed Aspen. 


349 


« 




4 ( 


nigra, L. 


Italian Poplar. 


350 


14 




44 


fastigiata, Desf. 


Lombardy Poplar. 


351 


4< 




44 


monilifera, Ait. 


Cottonwood. 


352 


tt 




(( 


angulata, Ait. 


Cottonwood. 


353 


ti 




44 


balsamifera, L. 


Balsam Poplar. 



CLASS II — GYMNOSPERMOUS PLANTS. 



354 Pine, 


Pinus Austriaca, Hoss. 




Austrian Pine. 


355 '' 




'• Laricio, 


Endl. 


Corsican Pine 


356 " 




Mugho, Bank. 




Mugho Pine. 


357 *' 




Massoniana, Sieb. 




Japan Pine. 


358 *• 




sylvestris, L, 




Scotch Pine. 


359 " 




Jeffrey ii, Hort. 




Jeffrey's Pine. 
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lo. Family. 

350 Pine, . 

^361 
362 

363 
364 
365 
366 

•367 
368 
369 
370 

371 
372 

373 
374 
375 
376 

377 
378 

379 

380 

381 *• 

382 Cypress, 

383 
384 
385 
386 

387 
388 

3«9 
39t> 
391 
392 

393 
394 
395 
396 
397 
398 

399 
400 

401 

402 Yew, 



<4 



(< 



I i 



(< 



• < 



t« 



it 



< » 
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<< 

<( 
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Botanical Name. 
Pinus Cembra, L. 

Ayacahuite, £hr. 
Strobus, L. 
var. nana, Hort. 
Picea balsamea. Loud. 
*' Hudsonica, Knight. 
Cephalonica, Loud. 
Nordmanniana, Loud. 
Pichta, Loud, 
iirma, Sieb. 
Abies Canadensis, Mchx. 
alba, Mchx. 
nigra, Poir. 
excelsa, D. C. 
var. conica, Hort. 
var. Gregoriana, Hort. 
Douglassii, Lindl. 
*• orientalis, Poir. 
Larix Americana, Mchx. 
*' Europaea, D. C. 
'* var. pendula, Lodd. 
Pseudo-Larix Koempferi, Gordon. 
Juniperis 'communis, L. 

Hibernica, Hort. 
suecica. Mill. 
< Sinensis, L. 
Virginianna, L. 
var. glauca, Lodd. 
squamata, Don. 
repens. 
Retinospora obtusa, Sieb. 
•• pisifera, Sieb. 

*' var. aurea, Fort. 

Thuja occidentalis, L. 

var. Siberica, Hort. 
var. ericoides, Hort. 
plicata, Hort. 
Biota Nepalensis, Endl. 
'* orientalis, Endl. 
*'. orientalis aurea, Hort. 
Cupressus Lawsoniana, Murray. 
Taxodium distichum, Richard. 
Taxus adpressa-, Carr. 






• ( 



(( 



<( 



Common Name. 
Swiss Stone Pine. 
Ayacahuite Pine. 
White Pine. 
Dwarf White Pine. 
Balsam Fir. 
Hudson's Bay Fir. 
Cephalonian Silver Fir. 
Nordmann's Silver Fir. 
Siberian Silver Fir. 
Japan Silver Fir. 
Hemlock Spruce. 
White Spruce. 
' Black Spruce. 
Norway Spruce. 
Dwarf Norway Spruce. 
Gregory's Dwarf Spruce. 
Douglas' Spruce. 
Oriental Spruce. 
American Larch. 
European Larch. 
Weeping Larch. 
Kcempfer's Fklse Larch. 
Common Jupiper. 
Irish Juniper. 
Sweedish Juniper. 
Chinese Juniper. 
Red Cedar. 

Grey-leaved Red Cedar. 
Scaly-leaved Juniper. 
Carpet Juniper. 
Blunt-leaved Retinospora. 
Pea-fruited 
Gold-leaved 
White Cedar. 
Siberian Arborvitae. 
Heath leaved ** 
Nee's plicate 
Nepaul 
Chinese 
Gold-leaved 
Lawson's Cypress. 
Swamp Cypress 
Japan Yew. 
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( t 



4 ( 



48 



« ^ 



No. Family. 




Botanical Name. 


Common Name. 


403 Yew, 


Taxus 


, baccata, Thunb. 


English Yew. 


404 " 


<( 


var. stricta, Hort. 


Erect Yew. 


405 " 


<t 


var. aurea, Hort. 


Gold-leaved Yew. 


406 '* 


<< 


var. Doyastoni, Hort. 


Weeping Yew. 


407 " 


<( 


Canadenis, Lodd. 


Ground Hemlock. 


408 '• 


Salisburia adiantifolia, Smith. 


Maiden-Hair Tree. 
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EIGHTH ANNUAL REPORT 



OF THE 



PARK COMMISSIONERS 



•♦* 



To the Honorable the Common Council of the City 
of Buffalo: 

The Park Commissioners respectfully present to your 
Honorable Body the annual report required by law. 

The last appropriation made by the Common Council 
for improving the Parks and approaches was granted 
early in the year of 1876, and with the close of that 
year the work of improvement practically ceased. 
Some work on certain portions of the grounds which 
had been left in an unfinished condition at the close of 
that year was provided for by the last Council in the 
appropriation for maintenance. 

The last report presented to your Honorable Body 
showed a balance in accordance with the books of the 
Secretary of $803.56. On comparing statements with 
the books of the Comptroller at the close of last year 
it appears that the credit balance on the books of that 
department on the ist of January, 1877, amounted to 
$134.05, making a difference of $369.51. This differ- 
ence is accounted for by the payment of the Comp- 
troller of sundry items of interest on orders drawn for 




the payment of awards for lands taken for Fillmore 
avenue. Deducting this amount it left the balance in 
the treasury, December 31, 1876, of $536.23. The re- 
ceipts during the past year were $1,614.94, making a 
total of $2,151.17 to the credit of the Improvement 
Fund. The expenditures during the year were $1,016.89, 
leaving a balance of $1,01418 — $1,001.16 in the City 
Treasury and $93. 12 in the hands of the Secretary and 
Treasurer of the Board. 

Since the ist of January inst. there has been paid to 
the Secretary and Treasurer the sum of $17,482.12 on 
account of insurance risks on the Parade House. It is 
expected that nearly the amount of total risks, $50,000, 
will be realized from this source, and will be placed to 
the credit of the Improvement Fund. 

The appropriation made by the Council for main- 
tenance for the year 1877 was $31,664 25. A portion 
of this amount was expended for finishing up some . 
works of improvement which required completion. 
The entire expenditures for the year were $31,615.07, 
leaving a balance unexpended of $49.18. 

The report of the Superintendent will furnish you 
with a detail statement of the work accomplished dur- 
ing the year and of the present condition of the grounds. 
There is a subject, however, to which he incidentally 
refers, which demands from the Board an expression 
of their appreciation of the danger which may be reas- 
onably apprehended by carrying out the project inaug- 
urated by the Common Council of 1877, of emptying 
the sewerage matter of the territory west of Delaware 
and north of Best street into Scajaquada Creek. We 



respectfully but earnestly beg leave to enter a solemn 
protest against the adoption of any system of sewers 
with their outlet in this creek. During the summer 
months there is no running water in its channel to carry 
off or neutralize the sewerage matter, which, by means 
of these sewers, would be emptied upon the bed of the 
creek, where it will stagnate and exhale its noxious and 
poisonous gases and become an intolerable nuisance all 
dlong the creek, from the Driving Park to Black Rock 
Harbor. Not only the water area of the Park and 
Cemetery would be contaminated, but the creek below 
the dam as well would become one great cess pool. 

It was stated by the Committee on sewers of the last 
Council that the sewage would be carried ofif quickly 
and harmlessly were it not for the obstruction caused 
by the Park dam. We feel justified in characterizing 
this statement as founded upon an entire misconception 
of the facts. It is well known that before the construc- 
tion of the Park dam the waters of Black Rock Harbor 
backed up the channel of the creek as far as the west 
boundary of the Buffalo City Cemetery, and strong 
winds often raised the water as high as the present 
level of the Park lake. The prevalent winds being 
from the west, the floating filth of the harbor was car- 
ried up the creek as far as the back water extended. 
From this cause the upper reaches of the creek now 
within the Park were generally the foulest and most 
offensive, and all that portion of the creek bottom was 
then well known to be an offensive and malarious 
swamp. But by the construction of the Park dam at a 
height just barely sufficient to keep out the stagnant 
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water below, the Park lake has become a body of pure 
spring water. To discharge into the creek above it the 
drainage of a territory covering about 1,500 acres, the 
population of which must naturally increase every year, 
the effect upon its waters in the near future can easily 
be imagined. We trust your Honorable Body will 
seriously consider the momentous results that must 
ensue from an undertaking fraught with so much dan- 
ger to the health of this section of the city. 

Our objections to the system are not that, on account 
of the dam^ the sewage cannot flow off, but that in spite 
of the dam the sewage will pollute the spring water in 
the Park lake; and that within the Cemetery above the 
Park, as well as in the creek below, on the banks of which 
the State is now erecting a magnificent hospital for the 
insane, its poisonous and offensive exhalation would be 
hurtful to the public health and damaging to the prop- 
erty in its vicinity. The Trustees of the Buffalo City 
Cemetery Association and the managers of the Buffalo 
State Asylum for the Insane have officially called the 
attention of the Council to the mischievous results 
which must follow if this system is put into operation. 
The Board of Health have also pointed out the danger 
to be apprehended by adopting this plan. 

That the territory in question requires a thorough 
drainage system is admitted, and that this want should 
be supplied at once is equally true. But is it wise to 
attempt to abate one nuisance by creating another and 
still more dangerous one? Sewers should discharge 
their contents only where there is sufficient water to 
carry off or absorb all impurities. 



No formal action has been taken by the Board in re- 
lation to the re-building of the Parade House. 

The Parade, as a place for the exercise of military 
evolutions, is fully appreciated by our local military 
organizations, and supplies a parade ground on which 
all field movements may be executed, and will always 
be resorted to for exercise and reviews. As the south- 
west portion of the veranda remains in comparatively 
good condition, and as a building at the Parade is ab- 
solutely required, the entire veranda front might be 
reproduced and a simple structure built in its rear to 
accommodate those who resort to these grounds. This 
can be done at comparatively little expense, and the 
Parade continue as an attractive place of resort. 

The approach from Delaware Street through Chapin 
Place, Chapin Parkway, Soldiers* Place and Lincoln 
Parkway ought to be a finished driveway, as the clay 
soil renders the roadway almost impassible after a heavy 
rain and practically cuts off the Park for pleasure driv- 
ing in the spring and fall. By placing these approaches 
in the condition of the finished roads in the Parks, an 
uninterrupted drive can be had at all seasons. As no 
further appropriation for improvement is likely to be 
needed for some years, the Board will not direct any 
expenditure of this fund without careful consideration, 
and only such improvements will be made as may seem 
to be demanded. 

As the subject of maintenance the present year is 
one which your Honorable Body is soon to consider, 
the Board deem it proper to state that the estimate 
that may be presented to you will be based upon what 
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will, in the opinion of the Board, be reasonable and just 
for the proper care and preservation of the grounds and 
improvements, as the value and benefits of the Parks 
depend entirely upon their always being kept in good 
condition. The great popularity of the large Parks in 
other cities is mainly owing to the good taste and high 
finish so conspicuous in the order and keeping of the 
grounds. Any park if allowed to degenerate and pre- 
sent a neglected and slovenly aspect becomes worthless, 
and its main object, that of cultivating and gratifying 
a refined taste for the beautiful in nature, lost. If they 
are now neglected they will rapidly fall into a disrepute 
which it may require years of careful keeping in the 
future to eradicate from the public mind. 

There are also various contingencies which enter into 
the question of maintenance to which due considera- 
tion ought to be given. In seasons of long continued 
drought the expense of watering the roads and planta- 
tions is materially increased. Extraordinary storms 
do more or less damage, so that it is almost impossible 
to estimate, as in other departments, the exact amount 
that may be necessary. As citizens and tax-payers it 
it is scarcely necessary for them to state that it would 
afford them pleasure to show an unexpended balance 
at the close of the year to be made available in the re- 
sources of the next. The amount granted last year 
was so much below what was asked, that it was impos- 
sible to keep all portions of the grounds in that order 
and neatness which all public pleasure grounds ought 
to exhibit, and certain repairs which in the interest of 
true economy should have been done the past year, 
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were of necessity postponed until the ensuing season. 
But the commissioners can congratulate themselves 
that so much was accomplished with the means at 
their disposal. 

A detailed statement of all receipts and expenditures 
is appended to this report. 

Respectfully submitted, J 

P. P. PRATT, President. i 

SOLOMON SCHEU, 1 

EDWIN T. EVANS, 1 

SHERMAN S. JEWETT, '^ 

EDWARD BENNETT, 1 

COOLEY S. CHAPIN, ;; 

PATRICK SMITH, '.\ 

JOSEPH L. FAIRCHILD, 
MICHAEL MESMER, 

AUGUSTUS FUCHS, 4 

GEORGE URBAN, 
JAMES R. SMITH, 
HIRAM EXSTEIN, 
JAMES H. METCALFE. 
FRANK PEREW. 
F. AUGUSTUS GEORGER, 
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SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT. 
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The Park, January ist, 1876. 
To the Board of Park Commissioners : 

Gentlemen: — I present the following report of the 
work done on the parks in the year 1877. 

Few new improvements have been made, and the 
main work of the past season has been simply the 
maintenance in fair condition of all the grounds and 
structures. The only new work has been the construc- 
tion of a Macadam roadway in that portion of Delaware 
street lying opposite the Park, including the recon- 
struction of the bridge over Scajaquada Creek, the 
draining and partial filling up of the low ground ad- 
joining Delaware street near the northern boundary of 
the Cemetery, the grading and stoning of that portion 
of Humboldt Parkway in the angle between Main and 
Steele streets, and the construction of the permanent 
flood-gate machinery at the waste-weir in the Park 
dam. The new roadway in Delaware street, exclusive 
of the bridge alterations, was built by contract in 
August and September, and the other improvements 
were made in October and November by day's work, 
and chiefly by the men who in the summer months 
had been employed on he maintenance work. 
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The average number of men employed by the day 
has been in each month of the year as follows: 

January, i; February, o; March, o; April, 21; May, 
47; June, 43; July, 43; Aug., 26; Sept., 18; Oct., 31; 
Nov., 5; December, 4. 

The daily average number of teams from April to 
November was six. 

About the middle of April the general work of the 
season began. On the Park all the young plantations 
were worked over. Over a thousand seedling oaks 
were transplanted from the Park nursery to jthe per- 
manent plantations and also about 3,000 shrubs. On 
Humboldt Parkway 1,000 young Maple trees were set 
out in place of the tulip trees, many of which were not 
in a thrifty condition. The whole Parkway has been 
planted with the maples, placing them intermediately 
with the tulips in sections where the latter have not 
yet been removed. On the Parade about 1,500 shrubs 
and 500 young trees were planted, chiefly in the neigh- 
borhood of the old native grove . 

Pls the season advanced, all the flower beds in the 
vicinity of the Parade House and of the farmstead were 
filled with choice bedding plants free of cost — as a 
public-spirited citizen generously gave me the use of a 
part of his greenhouse in which to propagate the plants. 

As only half an inch of rain fell in May, all the 
younger plantations required occasional watering to 
secure a good start of the season's growth. During 
the summer months the showers though light were fre- 
quent, and the fall rains have been timely and abundant. 
The later months of the year have been unusually mild, 



I 



'4 

and thus the season has been very favorable to the 
growth and maturity of all vegetation. In consequence 
all the young plantations have thriven well. During 
the flowering period every species of shrub blossomed 
freely, and many kinds made quite a conspicuous show 
while in bloom. As the shrubberies are now becoming 
well established they will add much hereafter both by 
flower and foliage to the summer embellishment of the 
Parks. 

The grass in all the open lawn and meadow surfaces 
was mown as often as was necessary to prevent per- 
manent injury to the turf by too rank a growth. 
Wherever the soil is in fair condition the sward is be- 
coming close and thick. There are, however, many 
thin patches still, and on the Park meadow especially 
there is quite a large area where the quality of the turf 
is quite inferior. Much of this land was in poor con- 
dition when taken for park purposes,^ and in grading to 
form a smoother surface the upper loam was often un- 
avoidably buried, and, instead, the clay subsoil more or 
less fully exposed. Where it has been mulched with 
stock yard manure the turf has greatly improved, but 
there are still large areas which have never been 
mulched. On such places the sward will remain poor 
and thin until it be well dressed with manure. 

The roads were regularly sprinkled in dry weather 
and generally remain in fair order. On North Street 
Circle and Porter avenue the Macadam carriage way 
had become much worn in some places, and the surface 
was repaired with a fresh layer of sharp gravel toward 
the close of the season. About 600 cubic yards of fine 
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chips and gravel were used in these repairs. There are 
also several portions of the drive in the main Park 
where the surface needs renewal with gravel. 

This repair was ordered late in the fall, but the work 
has not been finished, as the parkway approaches have 
not been firm enough to sustain the continuous haul- 
ing of heavy loads. 

The restaurant in the boat-house and the boat service 
on Gala Water were both during the past season under^ 
the charge of Mr. James E. Nunan, who had charge of 
the bpating the previous year. Ample accommoda- 
tions were provided to the public in both departments, 
but the demand in either was not quite so large as in 
former years. The distance of the Park from the centre 
of population in the city, and the want of any cheap 
and regular means of public conveyance to and from it, 
are still the chief hindrances to the general enjoyment 
of the Park by the majority of the people. The num- 
ber of vehicles entering the Park was about the same 
as formerly, and, owing to the very mild autumn, the 
season of driving for outdoor air and recreation has 
been pi;plonged much later than in former years. 

The machinery for raising and lowering the flood- 
gates at the overflow of the Park dam has been put in 
place, and the foot bridge spanning the weir has been 
completed' by constructing on each side a hand-railing 
made of two-inch gas pipe. The overflow of water has 
been continuous through the dryest weather, but the 
purity of the water was sensibly affected by the large 
increased amount of sewerage matter which is now dis- 
charged into Scajaquada Creek. During the summer 
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months there is not sufficient water in the creek bed to 
carry off or neutralize the sewage impurities. If this 
discharge be increased by the construction of sewers 
with their permanent outlet into the creek, as lately 
ordered by the Common Council, it will not be many 
years until all the water area within the Park will be- 
come a foul and offensive nuisance. 

The. stone roadway in that portion of Delaware street 
fronting on and intersecting the Park was built by con- 
tract with Mr. John A. Holloway. On the sections 
where the estate of the late Dr. Lord and the lands of 
the Buffalo City Cemetery are on the opposite side of 
the street to the Park, one-half of the cost of this im- 
provement was borne by these lands respectively. The 
total length of new roadway built, exclusive of the 
bridge over the creek, is 3,150 feet. The depth of 
stone is 18 inches, and the width of the carriage way 
is 26 feet, including a paved gutter 2 feet wide on each 
side. The side borders, each 20 foot wide, were graded 
by the Park laborers, so as to conform with the line 
and grade of the carriage way, and wherever a clay 
surface was exposed by this work, it was dressed with 
good loam. At short intervals along the gutters, thir- 
teen silt basins were built, and each was provided with 
suitable sewer connections, by which the water of any 
rain storm or freshet may be quickly carried off. 

When the new carriage way had been finished, the 
iron bridge over the creek was raised several feet, while 
the stone abutments were repaired and about 16 inches 
added to their height. The iron span was then low- 
ered and filled to the new level, which gives a better 
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grade to the roadway, and affords more water-way for 
occasions of high flood. On the abutment wings four 
parapet walls were built with large blocks of hewn 
stone. Each wall is ii feet wide, 5j^ feet high and 20 
inches thick. All the stone used was from the Ledge- 
wood quarry in the Park. 

The surplus material excavated in forming the road 
bed north of the creek was deposited in the low ground 
at the corner of the Park near the north angle of the 
Cemetery A main drain about 900 feet long, chiefly 
of 12-inch vitrified pipe, was then laid through this 
section. It connects with the outlets of the drains 
previously laid in the adjacent portion of the Park, and 
thus completes the drainage system of all the border 
strip south of the Meadow Drive. 

On Humboldt Parkway the triangle between Main 
and Steele streets has been filled up to grade, and the 
foundation stone has been laid in the central carriage 
way. The roadway in Steele street, where it intersects 
the Parkway has been widened to 40 feet, and a good 
stone foundation laid in the part widened. A substantial 
stone culvert has been built under the drive in the gutter 
line of Main street, and another in the northerly line 
of Steele street. Exclusive of the stone foundations, 
about 1,000 cubic yards of earth filling were required 
to bring this angle up to the established grade. Most 
of this was obtained from outside sources free of cost, 
except for the hauling and handling. 

At the junction of Humboldt Parkway and the Par- 
ade a branch sewer, about 500 feet long, has been laid 
to the main drain alongside of the north circuit drive 
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of.the Parade. Two inlet basins have been built at the 
intersection of Keller street, which convey into this 
drain the water which formerly accumulated at this 
crossing. 

On the night of the ^6-27th of August, the Parade 
House took fire, and it was all burned to the ground 
except a small portion of the southwest pavilion wing. 
The only work since done on the ruins has been to 
cover up with rough boards the exposed portion of the 
unburnt wing, and tq protect from frost the cellar wall 
foundations and the' boiler in the basement. 

The work on the large sewer generally know as the 
" Fillmore Avenue" sewer, has, during the past month, 
reached the lower end of Fillmore avenue, and is now 
well advanced to the channel of Little Buffalo Creek. 
As the sewer will receive all the water in this channel, 
the building of a permanent culvert here will be unneces- 
sary, and next season all the bottom of the creek, at its 
intersection with the avenue, may be filled up to the es- 
tablished grade. This work may possibly be continued 
without much interruption through the winter months, 
as the year closed with no ice on the water and only 
one night's frost in the ground. I found the common 
periwinkle in bloom on the 28th of December, and 
dandelions in flower on this ist day of January. 

Respectfully submitted, 

WM. MCMILLAN. 



ABSTRACT OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES. 

1877. 

IMPROVEMENT FUND. 

Balance in Treasury, Jan. i, 1877. $803.56 

Balance in hands of Secretary and 

Treasurer 102.18 

$905.74 
Deduct amount paid by Comptrol- 
ler as interest on Fillmore ave- 
nue orders 369.51 

Balance $536.23 $536.23 

Receipts, 

For sale of fire-proof safe $50.00 

For rents 1,030.00 

For sales of fowls and eggs 25.44 

For premiums on fowls at poultry 

exhibition 13 00 , 

For sale of horse 20.00 

For sale of tramway 474.00 

For use of sprinkling wagon 2 50 

$1,614.94 
Less amount in hands of Secretary 

and Treasurer 93.12 1,521.82 

$2,058.05 

Disbursements. 

For construction $550.45 

For tools and implements 306.69 

For altering and printing park maps 168.00 

For miscellaneous 31-75 1,05689 

Balance in Treasury, Dec. 31, 1877 $1,001.16 

[291 
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MAINTENANCE FUND. 

Receipts, 

By appropriation by Common 

Council $31,664.25 

Disbursements. 

For new improvements $i^>556.25 

For teams and labor 10,998 1 1 

For repairs of buildings 454.60 

For trees, plants and seed 9 14. 25 

For fertilizers 1,071.00 

For tools and implements 640.24 

For keeping of animals 261.75 

For taxes and insurance 1,329.00 

For gravel 19365 

For printing, advertising and sta- 
tionery' 469.68 

For salaries 3,125.00 

For office expenses 45-53 

For miscellaneous 55S.01 $31,615.07 

Balance to General Fund $49- 18 
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To the Honorable the COMMON COUNCIL of the City 
of Buffalo; 

The Park Commissioners respectfully present to your 
Honorable Body the annual report required by law. 

On the first of January, 1878, the balance in the City 
Treasury to the credit of the Improvement Fund was 
$1,001.16. The receipts during the year, and which 
were deposited in the treasury, were: On account of 
insurance received on the Parade House, destroyed by 
fire in August, 1877, $10,000, and from other sources 
$1,096.47, making the amount in the City Treasury 
during 1878 to the credit of the Improvement Fund 
$12,097.63. There is also in the hands of the Secretary 
and Treasurer of the Board the sum of $130.00 belong- 
ing to the fund. 

The whole amount of insurance received on account 
of the Parade House was $49,975.12, of which $39,- 
975.12 were deposited in the Manufacturers* and Trad- 
ers* Bank to the credit of the President of the Board of 
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Park Commissioners. This amount added to the fig- 
ures above given makes the whole sum to the credit of 
the Improvement Fund $52,202.75. 

The expenditures during the year were $40,113.57, 
leaving a balance on hand January i, 1879, ^^ $12,- 
089.18, as follows: 

Amount in City Treasury $2,218.42 

Amount in Manufacturers' and Traders' Bank, 9,740.76 
Amount in hands of Secretary and Treasurer, 130.00 



Total : $12,069.18 

The appropriation made by your Honorable Body 
for maintenance during the year 1878 was $20,000 and 
the expenditures $19,949.92, leaving a balance to go 
to the General Fund of $50.08. 

The report of the Superintendent furnishes informa- 
tion as to the nature and extent of the work prosecuted 
during the year, and to which your attention is invited. 

In accordance with an act of the State Legislature, 
passed May 23d, 1878, and ratified by the Common 
Council, July 8th, a new boundary line was established 
between the Park and Buffalo City Cemetery east of 
Delaware street. This new boundary involves the 
closing and equal division of the land in this portion 
of Chapin street, lying between the Park and Cemetery, 
and the mutual exchange of about one acre of Park 
land for an equal area of land within the Cemetery. 
The new line begins at the northeast angle of the Cem- 
etery and runs thence northerly and westerly along the 
line of a curve 2,149 ^^^^ radius for a distance of 2,231 
feet to a point in the easterly line of Delaware street, 



23 

as now laid out, distant 405 feet southerly from the 
south face of the east bench wall of the stone arch 
which carries the Park drive over the street. 

As considerable grading was requisite to adapt to a 
proper grade for the new boundary line the land to be 
exchanged, a mutual agreement was made whereby the 
necessary work was done by the Park Commissioners, 
and their own proper share of the cost was paid by the 
Cemetery Trustees. The actual exchange of the land 
in question has not yet been made, as a fence is neces- 
sary on the new boundary line; and until that shall be 
built, the old boundary fence cannot be removed. 

In the month of August a contract for rebuilding the 
Parade House, in accordance with a modified plan pre- 
pared by Mr. C. K. Porter, was let to Mr. Joseph 
Churchyard; and soon thereafter the work was begun. 
The main building was enclosed before winter set in, 
and the whole structure will probably be ready for use 
by the beginning of the coming season. The plan 
adopted provides for the re-construction of the veranda 
wings, on the west front of the house, of the same size 
and style as before. The main building, however, is 
less than half the size of the former house. It is 1 14 feet 
long by 35 feet wide, with an offset or L 46 by 50 feet, 
same as before. As the design provides a public room 
on each floor the full width of the main building by 75 
feet long, it is believed it will afford sufficient public 
accommodation. During the past year the Parade has 
been of little or no public benefit to the section of the 
city near which it is located, as, owing to the want of 
any headquarters for rest, shelter or refreshment, the 
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grounds have seldom been visited by any but those 
having occasion to pass through them. 

As the cost of the new Refectory will be less than 
one-third the cost of the previous structure, a surplus 
fund of over $30,000 was obtained by the payment in 
full of all the insurance policies on the former building. 
This money has been expended during the past season 
in the general improvement of the avenues and park- 
ways leading to the different parks. On the unfinished 
portions of Porter avenue a permanent Macadam car- 
triage way has been constructed in the same manner as 
on the portions built in 1875. The roadways of Fill- 
more avenue, and of Humboldt, Lincoln, Bidwell, and 
Chapin parkways, have also been greatly improved, by 
placing a good foundation of stone and gravel along 
the centre of those drives. Chapin, Bidwell and Sold- 
iers' places have each been treated in a similar manner. 

This work is, of course, only of a temporary and half 
finished character, as on the average only about half 
the entire width of the roadway has been stoned, and 
that only to about half the depth requisite for a perman- 
ent carriage way. But such as it is, it will probably 
afford a firm and easy passage at the wettest season of 
the year for all the travel and business of these avenues 
for a good many years to come. The , parks are now 
each as readily accessible for pleasureable travel in 
early spring or late autumn as any other season of the 
year. 

While much more might be done in the way of im- 
provement to make the parks what they ought to be, 
the public will be content to enjoy them as they now 
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are for some years to come, provided due attention is 
g^ven to their care and preservation. The compara- 
tively small amount required annually for this purpose 
Tvill no doubt be cheerfully granted. The trees which 
line the parkways and drives are attaining proportions 
which in each year are adding to the beauty and at- 
tractiveness of the grounds, and ere another decade 
these embowered avenues will be the admiration of 
visitors, and the pride of our people. 

A detailed statement of all receipts and expenditures 
accompanies this report. 

Respectfully submitted, 

SHERMAN S. JEWETT, 

President. 
SOLOMON SCHEU, 
EDWARD BENNETT, 
PATRICK SMITH, 
JOSEPH L. FAIRCHILD, 
MICHAEL MESMER. 
ASHER P. NICHOLS, 
AUGUSTUS FUCHS, 
GEORGE URBAN, 
JAMES R. SMITH, 
HIRAM EXSTEIN, 
JAMES H. METCALFE 
F. AUGUSTUS GEORGER, 
GEORGE W. CLINTON, 
CYRUS CLARKE, 
MICHAEL NELLANY, 
Buffalo, January i8, 1879. 
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The Park, Jan. 2, 1879. 
To the Board of Park Commissioners : 

Gentlemen: — I submit the following report of work 
done on the Parks and Park approaches in the year 
1878: 

On the Parks the main work of the season has been 
simply the maintenance in fair condition of the grounds 
and structures. The principal work of the year has 
been the stoning and graveling of the several avenues 
and parkways leading to or connecting the Parks. 

On Fillmore avenue the construction of the large 
sewer located on the line of the east sidewalk from 
Seneca street to Broadway, which was begun by the 
city the previous year, was steadily prosecuted through 
the winter and completed about midsummer. Sufficient 
surplus clay from the sewer excavation was obtained 
from the contractor to fill up to the proper grade the 
large depression on the line of this avenue at the intersec- 
tion of tlie former channel of ^'Little Buffalo Creek,'' the 
water of which is now carried through the new sewer. 
In filling up this gap 6,400 cubic yards of material were 
used, at an expenes of $1,278.00 

In September and October the roadway of this ave- 
nue was improved by placing along the centre of it a 
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layer of stone and gravel. From Seneca street to 
Broadway the stone was laid twenty-four feet wide by 
seven inches deep, and surfaced with about two inches 
of gravel. From Broadway to Genesee street gravel 
only was used. It was put on thirty feet wide by about 
nine inches deep. Altogether about 3,500 cubic yards 
of stone were used in this work, and about the same 
quantity of gravel. The stone was flint rock from the 
limekiln quarry at Buffalo Plains, and was brought to 
East Buffalo by the Niagara Falls branch of the Erie 
Railway. 

Humboldt parkway was treated in a similar manner, 
but with about three inches less depth of stone. The 
stone for this parkway was hauled from the quarries at 
Jammerthal and Buffalo Plains. On it 2,500 loads of 
stone and 1,700 loads of gravel were used. Where 
there are two drives on this parkway only one was 
worked, viz.: the easterly drive from the Parade to 
Ferry street, and the westerly drive from Delavan ave- 
nue to Steele street. Between Steele and Main streets 
a permanent Macadam roadway was built and provided 
with stone curbs and paved gutters. No work was 
done on the section west of Main street. 

Work of a similar character was also done on the 
several places and parkways on the west side of the 
city. On Chapin place an important change was made 
in the original design of the square. This place has 
for years been in an unsightly half-finished condition, 
owing to the large expense necessary to stone or gravel 
the great extent of roadway which the original design 
required. Mr. Olmsted having been consulted with 

[301 
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regard to this objection, he submitted a modified de- 
sign, whereby the area of pavement was reduced nearly 
one-half, adding proportionately to the area to be 
laid down in turf. He thought the plan so changed 
would provide all the roadway accommodation neces- 
sary as long as Chapin place retained a suburban char- 
acter; but he submitted it as a temporary arrangement 
only, because, in his opinion, whenever in the future 
the neighborhood shall be fully built up, the original 
design will be more befitting the important position of 
this place. The pavement area it provided would then 
give a better proportionate breadth of roadway, and 
also be necessary to afford ample carriage accommoda- 
tion. 

The design, as changed, having been approved by 
your board, work on the place was at once begun, and 
it has now been laid out accordingly. Material for 
forming the enlarged borders and the central plot was 
obtained from the ridges and banks in the line of sev- 
eral ungraded public streets in the vicinity. About 
3,000 cubic yards of clay and loam were used for this 
purpose. The area provided for roadway has been im- 
proved by covering it about one foot in depth with 
sharp gravel. As the sewer which passes through the 
place near the east boundary had become choked up 
by the breaking and caving in of the pipe, it was all 
taken up and new vitrified pipe, fifteen inches in diam- 
eter, laid in its place. 

On the west drive of Chapin parkway, and on the 
east drive of Bidwell parkway, a layer of stone has been 
placed about twenty feet wide by six inches deep, and 



29 

surfaced with about three inches of gravel. On Bid- 
well place and Soldiers' place the roads surrounding the 
central plots, and also the main drive of Lincoln park- 
way, have been stoned and graveled in a similar man- 
ner to a width of about thirty feet. On Lincoln park- 
way the sub-grade of the road being about six inches 
too high, it was excavated to the proper depth before 
placing the stone. In this work on these several places 
and parkways 5,300 loads of stone and 2,750 loads of 
gravel have been used. All the stone was obtained 
from the Park quarry. The total length of roadway in 
all the park approaches which have been treated in this 
manner is more than five miles, and the quantity of 
material used is about 1 1,000 loads of stone, and 8,000 
loads of gravel. 

On Porter avenue the construction of the permanent 
Macadam road, to the full width of fifty feet through- 
out, was begun in July. The paving stones and under- 
lying sand of the old pavement was removed and piled 
up for future use, chiefly in the vacant city lot between 
the Circle and the Pound. The south sidewalk border 
was widened ten feet with material mainly obtained by 
grading Fargo avenue from Porter avenue to Connecti- 
cut street. The south half of the carriage way was 
constructed in the same manner as the north half had 
been built in 1875. It has stone curbing and flat stone 
, gutters, and all the stone used in the roadway was 
firmly compacted by the heavy steam roller. Stone 
crosswalks were laid at the intersection of all cross 
streets from 7th to 1 3th streets inclusive. The portion 
of the carriage way built four years ago was also re- 
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paired, by dressing the surface with crushed stone or 
gravel and rolling it compactly, so as to correspond in 
all respects to the new work. For the centre plot of 
the Circle at the head of this avenue a large ornamental 
gasalier with five lamps has been constructed, and will 
be set up as soon as the weather will permit. 

At the Parade, work on the new Refectory was begun 
in August, and the main building was enclosed before 

« 

winter set in. During the psLst year few people were 
at any time seen in this park — without a house for 
shelter, refreshment or other necessary conveniences, 
it had little attraction for the public. 

On the Main Park all the structures in the vicinity 
of the water were repainted early in the season, and all 
exposed parts of the wood-work were given two coats 
of paint. In the boat-house, the spire-house, and the 
boat-landing shelter, the salient points of the design 
were brought out by painting in several different colors 
in the same manner as before. 

The restaurjint in the boat-house and the boating 
service were under the management of Mr. James S. 
Nunan, same as in former years. The number of 
people using the boats, the picnic-grove, and the boat- 
house the past year was considerably larger than for- 
merly. The facilities for using the Park have been 
much improved by the establishment during the season, 
of a line of omibusses running from the business centre 
of the city through Delaware street to the Terrace, op- 
posite the boat house. These stages began running out 
to the Park about the middle of May, and continued un- 
til near the end of September The service was hourly, 
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from lo A. M. to 7 P. M., and oftener on special occa- 
sions. Hourly connections with the main street cars 
at Cold Springs, and with the Niagara street cars at 
Forest avenue, were tried for several weeks; but the 
business was so light that it was shown that there was 
no public demand for conveyance by these routes, and 
the stages were necessarily withdrawn. In Jujy and 
August a series of concerts were given at the boat- 
house by the Union Cornet Band, the money for which 
was raised by private subscriptions. Most of these 
entertainments were very largely attended. 

The only new improvements made the past year on 
the main Park were the construction of a Macadam 
roadway 450 feet long, in the branch from the North 
Meadow drive to Amherst street, and the grading of 
the lands near the boundary line recently established 
between the Park and Forest Lawn Cemetery east of 
Delaware street. The new boundary line, which is 
2,231 feet long, is all graded; but the fence is not yet 
built. Meanwhile the old fence on the former line 
remains. 

All the usual maintenance work of the year on all 
ihe lands under the charge of your Board was duly at- 
tended to in its proper season. The winter of i877-'78 
having been very mild, the ordinary work incidental to 
the opening of spring was begun in the latter end of 
March, nearly a month earlier than usual. In April 
about 10,000 young trees and shrubs were set out in 
the several parks. About half of these were shrubs 
that had been propagated in the park nursery, and the 
other half were purchased from Rochester nurseries. 
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Mowing of the grass was begun on the 23d of April, 
and nearly all the plantations were in foliage ^s early 
a^ the first week of May. 

On May 12 to 16 there were several sharp frosts on 
successive nights, and the young shoots of many kinds 
of trees and shrubs were killed back to the old wood. 
About 100 different species of plants were more or less 
injured, but the damage done, though apparently very 
serious at first, was in nearly all cases quite temporary. 
Within two weeks new shoots were pushed forth, and 
by the end of May the foliage was generally as full and 
as fresh, and, notwithstanding this severe check, as 
early as in ordinary seasons. 

During the summer and autumn the rain-fall was 
unusually copious and evenly distributed, and, in conse- 
quence, the growth of all vegetation on the Parks was 
remarkably healthy and vigorous. In the flowering 
season the blossom on the young shrubberies was un- 
usually profuse, and added much to the beauty and at- 
tractions of the grounds. As in autumn there were no 
early frosts, the woods and plantations remained in full 
foliage until the middle of October. The autumn rain- 
fall being unusually copious, the grass was nearly as 
green in November as in May. 

As the weather of the past year was so exceptionally 
favorable to all vegetation on the parks, the following 
data of the temperature and rain-fall (melted snow in- 
cluded) are worth recording here: 
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1878. 


Mean 
Temperature. 


Rain-fall. 


1878. 


Mean 
Temperature. 


Rain-fall. 


Jan. . . 


. . .27.44^ 


4.22 in. 


July. 


....75.17^ 


5.18 in. 


Feb .. 


.••2955'' 


1.78 in. 


Aug. 


. . . .72.00^ 


2.42 in. 


March . 


. . 40.30^ 


4.20 in. 


Sept 


.. .6474° 


6.46 in. 


April . . 


••52.37'' 


4.46 in. 


Oct . 


.. . .52.32^ 


5.92 in. 


May. . 


...55.73'' 


3 82 in. 


Nov. 


3924^ 


3.76 in. 


June . . 


..6542° 


3.77 in. 


Dec 


26.73° 


5 5^ in. 



Mean temperature for year, 50.08°; total rain-fall, 
51.57 inches. Mean temperature of Buffalo for 20 
years preceding, 47.50^. Average annual rain -fall for 
same period, 38 inches. 

From these data, which have been taken from the 
records published by Mr. Wm. Ives, the Librarian of 
the Young Men's Library Association, it will be seen 
that the mean temperature of the first three months of 
the year was 32.43°, or nearly half a degree above the 
freezing point. It may also be stated that the mean 
temperature of the previous December was 36.89^, and 
that the year opened with no frost in the ground. A 
comparison of the records kept by the Librarian for the 
past twenty years showed that the winter of i877--*78 
was the mildest on record during that time. A similar 
comparison of the rain-fall data showed also that the 
rain-fall last year was more abundant and more evenly 
distributed during the period of active vegetation than 
in any year of the previous twenty. 

Owing to these copious and timely rains, the turf on 
all the lawn and meadow sections of the parks has been 
much improved, and the greensward generally is now 
comparatively thick and uniform. To maintain a trim 



34 



and becoming appearance of the grounds, frequent cut- 
ting of 'the grass is necessary, and each mowing sub- 
tracts more or less from the permanent fertility of the 
soil. On the open areas, and more especially on the 
large meadow, much of the annual expense and waste 
of mowing might be avoided by pasturing. The 
meadow would maintain a large flock of sheep, which 
would by their presence add much to the interest and 
naturalness of this part of the Park. If it were cropped 
by sheep, or deer, or cattle, the fertility of the meadow 
would be better maintained, instead of becoming grad- 
ually impoverished, as it must be by mowing. 

Though the general appearance of the meadow would 
not perhaps be so neat and smooth if under pasture as 
under the mowing machine, it would be more in har- 
mony with the natural character of the grounds. The 
neat-looking, smoothly-shaven surface, so appropriate 
to the uses of a door-yard grass-plot, or a garden lawn, 
or a play-green, is not in good taste or fit keeping with 
the rural and pastoral character of all the scenery and 
surroundings of the Meadow Park. 

The average number of men employed daily during 
the year, exclusive of contract work, has been in each 
month as follows: 



Laborers. 

Jan o 

Feb o 

March .... 2 

April 38 

May 48 

June 43 



Teamsters. 
O 
O 
I 

5 
8 



Laborers. Teamsters. 

July... 180 40 

Aug.... 108 31* 

Sept..., 94 34 

Oct .... 112 53 

Nov. ... 90 36 

Dec .... 24 10 
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Average number daily, during the year, 62 laborers 
and 19 teamsters. 

Respectfully submitted, 

WILLIAM MCMILLAN, 

Superintendent. 
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ABSTRACT OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES. 



IMPROVEMENT FUND. 

Receipts, 

Balance in Treasury Dec. 31, 1877. $1,001.16 

From insurance $10,000.00 

From sale of old iron and wood, 

Parade House 289.31 

For pasturing sheep 45.00 

From Buffalo City Cemetery, for 

labor 258.27 

For rents 402.19 

For miscellaneous 8.58 

From Secretary and Treasury 3.12 11,096.47 

$12,097.63 

Add insurance deposited in Manu- 
facturers' and Traders' Bank . . $39,975.12 

Over-payments on Pay-rolls, in 

bands of Secretary 130.00 40,105.12 

$52,202.75 
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Expenditures. 

For construction $13,8^0.82 

For labor 12,530.94 

For teams 12,419.50 

For plans and designs 375.oo 

For printing and advertising 29.81 

For miscellaneous 807.50 

$39,983.57 
Add amounts in hands of Secretary 

and Treasurer 130.00 40,112.57 

Balance unexpended ........ $12,089.18 
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MAINTENANCE FUND. 

Appropriated by Common Council . . 

Expenditures, 

For labor $8,186.87 

For teams 2,795.73 

For trees, plants and seeds 756.23 

For gravel and stone chips 1,454.50 

For painting and repairs of structures 1,734.96 

For tools, implements and machinery i , 1 90.3 1 

For feed for animals 243.90 

For salaries 3,000.00 

For office expenses 79-94 

For printing and advertising 53.85 

For insurance 286.00 

For miscellaneous 167.83 

Balance to General Fund 



$20,000.00 



19,949.92 
$50.08 



TENTH ANNUAL REPORT 



OF THE 



PARK COMMISSIONERS 



i 
i 



To the Honorable the Common Council: 

In conformity with the provisions of the statute, the 
Park Commissioners respectfully submit their annual 
report of the work under their charge during the year 

1879. 
On the first of January, 1879, ^^^ balance to the 

credit of the improvement fund was $12,089.18. The 
receipts during the year, including the balance in the 
hands of the Secretary and Treasurer, were $2,223.69, 
making a total of $14,312.87. The expenditures dur- 
ing the year amounted to $14,294.47^ leaving a balance 
to the credit of the improvement fund in the City 
Treasury, Jan. ist, 1880, of $18.40. 

The amount appropriated for maintenance by the 
Common Council last year was $20,000. The expendi- 
tures were $19,990.47, leaving a balance to the general 
fund of $9.53. 

A detailed statement of all receipts and expenditures 
is hereby submitted. 
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For the details of the work accomplished during the 
last year, attention !s invited to the report of the 
Superintendent, which may be briefly summed up as 
follows: The completion of the Parade House, and the 
finishing, so far as the funds on hand would permit, of 
the roadway of Filmore avenue, from Seneca to Gene- 
see street, and Bidwell and Chapin places, together 
with the usual maintenance work and repairs. 

No appropriation has been made by the Common 
Council for the improvement and embellishment of the 
Parks since the year 1876. Considerable work of this 
character has, however, been accomplished since that 
time from the funds received from the insurance on the 
Parade House and the revenues derived from the Parks, 
aggregating the sum of over $54,000, expended for im- 
provements, during the last three years. It will be 
observed, by reference to the financial statement here- 
in presented, that the balance to the credit of the im- 
provement fund is now only eighteen dollars and forty 
cents. 

Your attention is respectfully invited to that portion 
of the subjoined report of the Superintendent in which 
he refers to the want of a building for the accommoda- 
tion of those who resort to the grove bordering on the 
lake, and known as the picnic grounds. He also ad- 
verts to the propriety of securing a portion of the land 
south of the Park, and thereby increasing the area of 
these attractive grounds. 

The propriety of securing a part of this land for park 
purposes has occupied the attention of the Park Com- 
missioners for several years, and each succeeding year 
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eidds still greater force to the conviction that longer 
delay in the matter seems almost criminal negligence 
on the part of those who control the public grounds of 
the city. In view of the contracted space to which the 
public are now confined in this portion of the Park, and 
the large number of our people who resort to it for 
pleasure and recreation, especially since the extension 
thereto of the 'street railroad, steps should at once be 
taken to ^ enlarge its boundaries while the opportunity 
exists. This portion of our Park is most picturesque 
and charming, and challenges comparison with any 
public pleasure ground. An addition not exceeding 
twenty acres at this point would add vastly to the 
value of the Park. We earnestly invite your Honora- 
ble Body to give your undivided support to a measure 
fraught with so much interest to the general park 
scheme, and one which cannot fail to receive the sup- 
port of every taxpayer who has given the subject 
thoughtful consideration. 

Since the opening of the Palace Hotel, the Prospect 
Hill Parks have become general thoroughfares. These 
parks are much resorted to by residents on the west 
side, and during pleasant weather are thronged with 
children in the afternoon and evening. Gas lamps 
should be set therein and other conveniences introduced 
for public use. As expenditures for such purposes 
would be a charge upon the improvement fund, means 
should be provided for these and other needed im- 
provements. 

The Parade House has been leased for five years to 
Mr. Louis A. Buehl, and was opened by him on the 



^ I 



4^- 

first day of May last. Under his management the 
house has gained an excellent reputation for good order 
and a scrupulous regard for the proprieties of a place 
of public resort. The building, though much smaller 
than the former house, is well appointed and has every 
convenience for the accommodation of the public. It 
is heated by steam and is open through the winter. 

While the general maintenance work has been carried 
on successfully, much was, perforce, left undone, in 
order to bring the expenditures within the appropria- 
tion. The Board will, at the proper time, bring this 
matter to your attention and urge the necessity of in- 
creasing the amount over that granted last year. The 
popular interest in our beautiful parks increases each 
year, and they excite the admiration of visitors from 
abroad. The sweet face of cultivated Nature smiles 
alike upon all, and even the most degraded gaze on it 
with pleasure. Let not then any unwise economy 
strangle its growth, or in any degree contribute to mar 
its beauty. 

Respectfully submitted, 

SHERMAN S. JEWETT, 

President^ 
ALEXANDER BRUSH, 
EDWARD BENNETT, 
PATRICK SMITH, 
JOSEPH L. FAIRCHILD, 
MICHAEL MESMER, 
ASHER P. NICHOLS, 
AUGUSTUS FUCHS, 
GEORGE URBAN, 
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JAMES R. SMITH, j 

HIRAM EXSTEIN, "j 

F. AUGUSTUS GEORGER, ] 

GEORGE W. CLINTON, i 

CYRUS CLARKE, 
MICHAEL NELLANY, 
ABRAHAM ALTMAN, 

Buffalo, Jan, loth, i88o. 



SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT. 



«»» 



To the Board of Park Commissioners : 

Gentlemen: — I present a report of the work done in 
the Parks in the year 1879. 

The main work of the year has been simply the 
maintenance of the grounds in fair condition . The 
only improvement work done was the completion of the 
new Refectory at the Parade, with a few incidental 
changes in the plan and finish of the adjoining grounds, 
and also some additions to the macadam roadbed and 
surface-finish of the parkways and other approaches. 

The contract work on the Parade House was prose- 
cuted through the winter, and the new structure was 
opened to the public on the first of May. Though 
rather less than half of the size of the former House, 
the accommodation provided has been quite sufficient 
for all ordinary demands. At the easterly end of the 
building a portion of the cellar of the former house — 
132 feet by 50 feet — not included under the present 
house, was covered by simply flooring over the open 
space, and inclosing with a low railing the large plat- 
form floor thus provided. This space is conveniently 
connected with the main floor of the house, and is 
generally used as a pleasant promenade. On occasions 
of an extra large attendance it is furnished with tables 
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and chairs, and used as an open air restaurant; thus 
preventing any unpleasant crowding of the main saloon. 
The large hall in the second story — 70 feet by 35 feet 
— is used in a similar manner when occasion requires. 

Mr. Louis A. Buehl, the lessee, has tastefully fur- 
nished and decorated the interior. In the general 
management of the house he has maintained excellent 
order, has furnished prompt and courteous service, and 
has, I believe, given entire satisfaction to the public 
using the house or the grounds. 

The darkness, after nightfall, of the grove and 
grounds in the immediate' vicinity of the house being 
found objectionable, your Board determined to light 
up that section in the evenings with gas. Accordingly, 
late in the Autumn, about 3,000 feet of gas pipe were 
laid down, and 22 street lamps were distributed through 
the grounds, at an average distance apart of 160 feet. 
Only five of these, on the line of the front approach, 
are used in the winter evenings, as the lighting of the 
grove in the rear is not necessary except in the sum- 
mer season. 

On Fillmore avenue, from Genesee street to Broad- 
way, the thick layer of coarse gravel put on in autumn 
of 1878 was surfaced in the spring with a coating of fine 
gravel, and the whole road-bed was then well compacted 
by the steam roller. Below Broadway the easterly 
sidewalk border, in which a large trunk sewer was built 
the previous year, was all worked over afresh to the 
proper grade, and the whole of it resurfaced with from 
four to six inches of rich loam. Most of this top- 
dressing was obtained from a deep deposit of muck 
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found in the bottom of Little BuJBfalo Creek, near 
its intersection by Fillmore avenue. Between William 
and Seneca streets both sidewalk borders were thus 
graded and soiled, seeded to grass, and planted with 
shade trees. All the young trees were boxed to protect 
them from damage by the cattle and goats which are 
continually roaming at large in the neighborhood. 

On the Front, on the Prospect Hill Parks, on Porter 
avenue and on Richmond avenue, no work was done 
last ye?ir, except what was necessary to the keeping of 
the grounds in fair order. 

On Bidwell place about 1,400 cubic yards of clay 
filling have been dumped in front of the sidewalk bor- 
ders, in order to change the relative proportions of grass- 
plot and road-bed, so as to conform in general design 
with the changes of a similar character made in the 
previous year on Chapin place. To complete this work 
about 1,000 yards additional will yet be required, about 
half of which ought to be surface loam. All of the 
filling obtained last season was delivered without cost, 
being surplus material from the excavation of the new 
macadam road on Richmond avenue (formerly Rogers 
street) north of Bidwell place. 

On Chapin place the borders and central plot which 
had been formed the previous year were dressed with 
surface loam, seeded to grass and planted with trees. 
The place has also been lighted by four street lamps 
distributed around the margin of the central plot. 

The stone and coarse gravel placed in the autumn of 
the previous year on Chapin and Bidwell places and 
parkways, on Soldiers' place and on Lincoln parkway, 
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were surfaced in the spring with a layer of fine gravel, 
and well rolled by the steam roller. An additional 
width of twenty feet was also constructed on Lincoln 
parkway, thus providing it with a substantial macadam 
roadway, but without curb or gutter stones, the full 
width of fifty feet. 

The Park'drive, from the foot of Lincoln parkway to 
the stone arch, and thence by the south side of the 
meadow to Ledgwood Concourse, was repaired with a 
layer of about three inches of finely-broken road metal 
and two inches of gravel. Humboldt parkway was 
likewise dressed throughout with a surface coating of 
fine gravel well rolled. In these various repairs on the 
roadways of the approaches, and on the Park drives, 
about 1,200 loads of macadam stone, and 4,300 loads 
of gravel were used. 

With the exception of Richmond avenue, all of the 
approaches have been maintained in good condition 
,for driving on at all seasons. On this avenue, however, 
there is no gravel or other hard material, and, in conse- 
quence, the roadway is very soft and rough in wet 
weather, and almost impassable when frost is thawing 
out of the ground. In June, 1874, when **The Circle " 
was graded, the roadway was dressed for half its width 
with a four-inch layer of loamy gravel, excavated from 
the site of **The Circle.'' No repairs of any conse- 
quence have since been made on it, and the gravel has 
long ago been worked down into the clay bottom by 
the heavy traffic which constantly seeks this route. A 
pleasant surface for light vehicles cannot now be main- 
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tained at all seasons, except by building a substantial 
macadam roadway. 

At the main Park no new work has been done during 
the year, except the repairing of the drive mentioned 
above; and tbe ordinary maintenance work has been 
of the same general character as in former years. 
During the sleighing season horsemen were granted the 
freedom of exercising or racing their horses on the lake 
ice, and the privilege was quite freely used on every 
suitable day. The usual course was from the boat- 
house to the South Bay and back, a distance of nearly 
a mile. 

On July 27th the Street Railroad Company opened 
their branch road from Cold Spring to the Park, and it 
was at once quite largely used by the public. In Aug- 
gust about ten thousand passengers were carried by it 
each way. In September the line was closed for the 
season by an injunction obtained by the Cemetery 
Trustees, owing to some dispute about the right of way 
on a portion of Delaware avenue in front of the Ceme- 
tery. 

By this route the tracks leave Forest avenue about 
two hundred feet east of Lincoln Parkway, and pass 
through private lands to the Park line near the foot of 
the Parkway. Passengers are thus landed at the edge 
of the picnic grounds and within five hundred feet of 
the boat-house. The experience of the few weeks the 
line was open showed that it was of great benefit to the 
general public. On several days it carried each way 
nearly one thousand people, the cars being run at in- 
tervals of only 71^ minutes. Next season, with the line 
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in good running order, and the general public fiilly 
aware of its existence and advantages, it will no doubt 
be very largely used throughout the summer and au- 
tumn months. 

On pleasant days the picnic grove was fully occupied, 
and during the short time the street cars were running 
out to it it was on several occasions over-crowded in 
some parts. At such times the want is much felt of 
some suitable small structure for shelter in case of sud- 
den rain, for safe storing of cloaks, baskets and picnic 
supplies, and for convenient access to drinking water, 
wash-room and water-closet accommodations. With 
the present contracted area of these grounds it is diffi- 
cult to locate a building of this character, however plain 
and unobtrusive in general appearance, that would not 
be unpleasantly conspicuous, and in some respects* 
offensive to good taste, whenever the grove would be 
crowded. As nearly all visitors to the Park by street 
cars, or stages, or on foot, congregate and spend their 
time chiefly on the south bank of the water, the disad- 
vantages of the present boundary line, and the necessity 
for more land to fully accommodate the public at this 
point, are already fully apparent to the most casual 
observer. Without more room and more inducement 
for dispersion of visitors, the turf in the small grove 
will soon be trodden out, and thus its value for picnic 
purposes would be destroyed. 

The spring and summer months of the year were 
unusually dry, less than seven inches of rain having 
fallen from March to the middle of August, most of it 
in light showers insufficient to wet the soil to any 
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depth. Owing, to this prolonged drouth all the younger 
trees and shrubs required frequent watering, and by the 
end of- July the turf had everywhere a dry and wilted 
aspect. In fact, much of the grass was killed to the 
roots, for the autumn rains did not revive it. In con- 
sequence of this, many small patches of the more open 
stretches of greensward, especially on the thin soil of 
much of the Park Meadow, and of the Parade Ground, 
will have to be reseeded next spring, and should have 
a good top-dressing of manure. Owing to general ex- 
haustion of fertility, as well as to drouths, much of the 
area in turf is becoming infested with weeds, and has a 
thin and unthrifty appearance. For several years the 
appropriations for manure have been diverted to other 
purposes deemed of more immediate importance. 

Owing to a slight leak in the Park dam, and the lack 
of any water supply from Scajaquada Creek, the level 
of Gala Water sank in July and August from two to 
three feet. From May first to November first there 
was no running water in the creek east of the Jefferson 
street bridge, and the small runnel in the channel west 
of that point was all filthy sewage matter, more noxious 
than useful. At the close of the boating season, the 
water was drawn off to the level of the harbor below, 
and the leak under the dam was easily repaired. 

In the first three months of the year, and again in 
the last three months, only three men were regularly 
employed, exclusive of contract work. In April, May 
and June, during the making of the improvements and 
repairs of the roadways above mentioned, the daily 
force averaged 60 laborers and 20 teamsters. In July, 



Si 

August and September, the daily average was 15 meil 
and three teams. 

Respectfully submitted, 

WM. MCMILLAN. 
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ABSTRACT OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES. 

IMPROVE>IENT FUND. 

Receipts. 

Balance in Treasury, Dec. 31, 1878, $2,218.42 

From Secretary and Treasurer $130.00 

For rents i, 134.32 

For lumber 157-75 

For hay 187.03 

For ducks and eggs 84.40 

For paving stone 25.00 

For premiums on fowls at poultry 

show 15.00 

For use of sprinkler 5.00 

Balance in bank transferred to city 

treasury 332.19 

$2,069.69 
Less amount in hands of Secretary 

and Treasurer 42.43 2,027.26 

$4,245.68 
Add balance in Manufacturers' and . 

Traders' Bank, Dec. 31, 1878.. 9,740.76 
Interest on deposits 326.43 10,067.19 

$14,312.87 
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Disbursements, 

For construction $i3»78i.53 

For manure.. 60.75 

For miscellaneous 1 20.00 

13,962.28 
Add amount transferred from Bank 

by draft... 332.19 14,294.47 

Balance in Treasury $18.40 



MAINTENANCE FUND. 

Receipts, 

Appropriated by Common Council. $20,000.00 

Expenditures, 

For labor $7,274.30 

For teams 5,614.98 

For salaries 3,000.00 . 

For gravel 1,464.95 

For tools, implements and repairs. 525.31 

For insurance 360 00 

For trees, plants and seeds 843.31 

For feed for animals 202.10 

For local taxes 377-36 

For printing, advertising, etc . . 20.15 

For sewer pipe 64.05 

For office expenses 3163 

For miscellaneous 212 33 19,990 47 

Balance to General Fund $9-53 
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ELEVENTH ANNUAL REPORT 



OF THE 



PARK COMMISSIONERS. 



*♦• 



To the Honorable Common Council ^l the City of 
Buffalo : 

The Park Commissioners submit to your Honorable 
Body the annual report required by law. 

On the first of January, 1880, the balance in the 
Treasury to the credit of the Improvement Fund was 
$18.40. The receipts during the year, including the 
amount in the hands of the Secretary and Treasurer, 
were $1,498.24, making a total of $1,516.64. The ex- 
penditures during the year were $219.40, leaving the 
balance on hand, $1,297.24. 

The amount appropriated for maintenance in the 
year 1880 was $22,00000. Of this amount two thous- 
and dollars were specially appropriated for the con- 
struction of a roof over the platform in rear of the 
Parade House. The expenditures were $21,955.88, 
leaving a balance unexpended of $44. 12. 

A statement in detail of all receipts and expenditures 
is herewith submitted. 
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The report of the Superintendent, to which your at- 
tention is invited, will furnish all the information nec- 
essary to acquaint you with the present condition of the 
Parks, and the work accomplished during the past year. 

The growth of all the trees and shrubs in the Park 
has now so far advanced as to indicate quite clearly the 
general purpose and ultimate character of the planta- 
tions, both for shade and embellishment. But, of 
course, many years must elapse before the trees, which 
attain a large size at maturity, can assume or assert 
their proper share or relative part in general combina- 
tion. 

As the advantages of the Park become more gener- 
ally known, the cheap and convenient access now 
afforded by the street railway will soon spread among 
the community at large a better knowledge of the vari- 
ous means for pleasant recreation which the Park affords. 
Its shady groves, flowering shrubbery, grassy play 
greens and foot-path rambles, will soon become as pop- 
ular as the pleasant drives and boating facilities which 
have hitherto afforded the chief enjoyment of visitors. 
There can be no doubt that in the near future the 
numbers availing themselves of the Park, as a pleasure 
resort by this new extension of the street railway, will 
be largely increased. It only needs to be better known 
to be fully appreciated. 

By the courtesy of the commanding officer of Fort 
Porter, the public have for several years been as freely 
admitted to the Fort grounds as if they were a portion 
of the adjoining park. Nearly all who visit the Front 
also drive or ramble through the Fort. Thus many 
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people have* received the impression that it is under the 
jurisdiction of the Park Commissioners, and frequent 
complaints have been made at the office about the con- 
dition of the drive, or the danger of accident from the 
proximity of the railroad track along the base of the 
bluff. Since t/he completion of the steam railroad track 
across the lower part of the city, the number of daily 
trains passing the Fort has largely increased, and there 
is great danger of accident from frightened horses on 
the narrow ledge of roadway along the crest of the 
bank. Two serious accidents from this cause occurred 
last summer. 

The roadway is so narrow, and so near the edge of 
the blufif, that the danger to travel at this point cannot 
be obviated without a radical change in the general 
plan of the grounds, which would probably be incon- 
sistent with the special purpose of the Fort, and which 
would also involve considerable expense. 

A plan for the improvement of the Fort grounds, by 
the Board, received the sanction of the War Depart- 
ment in the year 1872. As this Fort will, probably at 
no distant day be abandoned as a military post, the 
Park Commissioners could easily be made the custodi- 
ans of these grounds. The location and character of 
the roadway might then be changed, and some of the 
buildings converted to the use of the public at com- 
paratively littl^ expense. 

The project of establishing an international park at 
Niagara Falls, and reclaiming the contiguous bank of 
the Niagara River, is one that deserves more attention 
than has hitherto been given to it by our citizens. 
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The following extract from the report of the Com- 
missioners of the State Survey indicates the limits of 
the land on the American side proposed to be taken 
for this purpose: 

" To give satisfactory access to the Falls of Niagara, 
and preserve their value, the extent of land requisite to 
be withdrawn from private ownership is fortunately 
small. The area which Messrs. Gardener and Olmsted 
find necessary to be taken for the purposes, includes, 
besides the islands above the Falls, a strip of the river 
bank on the main land, commencing at the head of the 
rapids, and running along the shore to the upper sus* 
pension bridge. The breadth of this strip is mainly 
determined by the crest of a natural terrace, generally 
about a hundred feet distant from the water's edge, 
but so much wider in the immediate vicinity of 
the Falls that at the point of greatest interest a spa- 
cious area would be obtained for the accommodation of 
visitors, and incongruous objects would be more effect- 
ually kept out of sight. 

*' It is designed that the buildings now standing upon 
this strip of land shall be removed, and that the imme- 
diate bank of the river shall be formed so as to have a 
natural aspect, with such slopes and so protected by 
rough, loosely-piled rock, as to be guarded against 
surges of floating ice and logs Trees and bushes are 
proposed to be planted of such kinds and in such dis- 
positions as are natural to the locality. Carried back 
to the boundary on the crest of the terrace, the plant- 
ing would obscure the buildings of the village, and se- 
cure their landscape disconnection with the river. 
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" Within and along the rear of the narrow woodland, 
a road and walk would be laid out, with branches from 
the road to inconspicuous shaded seats, commanding 
views of the rapids, and to a more extended platform 
overlooking the Falls and chasm/' 

The Commissioners take occasion also to remark: 

" It cannot be doubted that another generation will 
hold us greatly to account if we so neglect or so badly 
administer our trust that the Falls of Niagara lose their 
beauty and their human interest. If we blame the 
men of a former day for not setting apart, when it was 
the property of the State, and might easily have been 
done, the Falls of Niagara, as the Yosemite and Yel- 
lowstone have in our day been set apart, then how 
much more culpable shall we be, who, knowing their 
value and perceiving their certain destruction, still re- 
fuse to take the necessary measures for their preserva- 
tion?" 

It is not intepded that the State should " undertake 
to provide a place of general pleasuring or any merely 
ornamental grounds, but simply to remove unnecessary 
artificial objects; make those necessary as little con- 
spicuous as possible, and restore natural landscape 
conditions as far as practicable, consistently with indis- 
pensable provisions for the conveyance of visitors, and 
forgiving them adequate opportunities for observation." 

The Dominion of Canada has taken the preliminary 
steps to secure a like strip on the Canadian side in 
furtherance of this scheme. It is hoped that the great 
State of New York will not hesitate to embrace the 
opportunity now presented, to become the preserver of 

(84) 
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Niagara, and throw it open for the free enjoyment of 
the people of all climes who seek and enjoy the grand 
and sublime in Nature. 

The proximity of our city to the Falls ought to enlist 
our liveliest sympathies in support of the project. 
Should it be carried to a successful issue, may we not 
realize at no distant day the opening of a boulevard 
connecting our Park system with that of the Interna- 
tional Park, and thus bring our city within a two hours* 
drive of a resort attracting tourists from all parts of the 
civilized world? 

The increasing interest felt by our people in the Park 
system calls for a larger appropriation for maintenance 
than has been granted by your Honorable Body for 
several years past. There are many parts of the 
grounds which require for their proper embellishment 
a higher finish or more garden-like decoration than the 
funds heretofore at the disposal of the Board would 
justify. 

Your attention is particularly invited to the remarks 
of the Superintendent in relation to the present condi- 
tion of Richmond avenue, formerly *'The Avenue." 
As the principal west side approach to the Park, it 
ought to be improved as he suggests, and thus make 
the Park accessible for vehicles at all seasons of the 
year. 

Respectfully submitted, 

SHERMAN S. JEWETT, 

President, 
ALEXANDER BRUSH, 
EDWARD BENNETT, 
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PATRICK SMITH, 
CYRUS CLARKE, 
GEORGE W. CLINTON, 
HIRAM EXSTEIN, 
JAMES R. SMITH, 
GEORGE URBAN, 
F. AUGUSTUS GEORGER, 
MICHAEL MESMER, 
MICHAEL NELLANY, 
JOHN G. LANGNER, 
ABRAHAM ALTMAN, 
BRITAIN HOLMES, 
THOMAS F. ROCHESTER. 



Buffalo, Jan. 22d, 1881. 



SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT. 



• ♦* 



The Park, January i, 1881. 

To the Board of Park Commissioners : 

Gentlemen: — I submit a report on the condition of 
the Parks, and the Park approaches, and the work done 
on them during the year 1880. 

The work of the year has been chiefly confined to 
what was necessary to the proper care and keeping of 
the grounds, plantations and structures. The year has 
been a favorable one for the general maintenance of the 
Parks in good condition. The winter of 1879-^80 was 
unusually mild; and all the less hardy shrubs, and the 
grass on the more exposed knolls, showed fine health 
and vigor in the first early growth of spring. During 
the season of vegetation the rain-fall, though light, 
was timely and evenly distributed through the summer 
months. The trees and shrubs made a good season's 
growth, and the grass maintained a fresh and healthy 
color all summer, and until late in autumn. 

In April about 3,000 young trees and shrubs were 
planted in various parts of the grounds. Many of these 
were fine, thrifty plants, moved directly from the Park 
Nursery, where, several years ago they had been 
planted as scions or seedlings. Most of the space made 
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vacant by their removal was filled up again with young 
plants. 

The shrubberies of the several parks now contain 
about 50,000 plants, embracing over 200 different species 
and varieties. Each of these blooms more or less freely 
in its proper season, so that at any time from April to 
October some kinds may be found in full flower. But 
the general mass and variety of blossom are far greatest 
in May and June; in which months all the shrubbery 
groups are very conspicuous and attractive. 

In the early summer about 1,300 loads of gravel were 
used in the repair of the roads. Of this, about 400 
loads were put on Fillmore, Richmond and Porter ave- 
nues, in places where bad ruts were forming. Eight 
hundred loads were used in the Park on the north and 
east meadow drives, where the macadam stone had be- 
come more or less exposed by the general wear of the 
surface. The remainder was used at various points on 
the several parkways and places . 

In June, an important addition was made to the 
Parade House, by enclosing or roofing over the open 
platform (132 ft. x 50 ft. in area) which was laid the 
previous year on the old basement walls in the rear of 
house. The roof of this pavilHon is nearly flat. It is 
covered on top with felt paper, tar and gravel, and is 
ceiled on the underside. It is supported on four rows 
of columns, and the whole structure conforms in general 
design with the verandas and pavillion wings on the 
other end of the house. Though open on all sides, 
except where it adjoins the main building, it affords 
ample protection from sun and rain. In warm weather 
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it is cooler than the interior saloon, and at such times 
is preferred by the public, as the place in which to par- 
take of refreshments. When not fully used for this 
purpose, its size affords ample scope for promenading. 
The extent to which it was occupied through the sum- 
mer months shows that its advantages are fully appre- 
ciated and that it is a valuable addition to the Parade 
House. 

Under the excellent management of Mr. Buehl, the 
lessee, the good reputation of the house for prompt 
and courteous service, and for the maintenance of good 
order, has been fully sustained. In consequence it was 
last season more largely, and more generally, patronized 
by all classes than in former years. On all pleasant 
evenings the adj^oining grove was well lighted by the 
gas lamps, which were put in at the close of the pre- 
vious year. Though this grove was often frequented 
until late in the evening, the strictest discipline and de- 
corum were easily maintained. 

On the 8th of May the running of the street cars was 
resumed on the new extension of the Main-street road, 
from Cold Spring to the picnic grove. This service 
was continued until the first week of October, when 
the progress of the work on the Bird-avenue sewer 
made it necessary to tear up a portion of the track. 
During the five months that the road was operated, it 
carried, each way, according to returns kindly furnished 
me by the company, over 31,000 persons. 

On many occasions last suummer the picnic grove, 
near the termination of the railroad track, was uncom- 
fortably crowded. The constant use of this part of the 
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grounds showed serious damage to the turf in many 
places before the season closed. 

No person at all acquainted with the numbers daily 
frequenting this small grove in mid-summers can for a 
moment doubt that the grounds are too confined in 
extent, and the accommodations provided for the pub- 
lic entirely inadequate to their wants. If the adjoining 
grove cannot be purchased, as was suggested in last 
year's report, at least a small shelter-house, with waiting- 
room, wash-room and cloak and water-closet accommo- 
dations, ought to be built as soon as possible. 

In October, when the number of vehicles daily on the 
Park Drive had much decreased, the floor of the bridge 
near the boat-house was renewed. The upper planking 
had become so worn and decayed, that every rain pen- 
etrated to the under planks and the frame work of the 
bridge. The new floor is of oak planks, each two inches 
thick by six inches wide. On the carriage way two 
layers of felt, each bedded in pitch, were laid under- 
neath the planks. On the sidewalks, the planks were 
beveled on the edges, and the seams calked and pitched. 
The pine planks underneath the floor were also taken 
up and renewed wherever much decay had begun. 

The floor of the Delaware-street bridge over Scaja- 
quada Creek is also so much worn and decayed, that in 
the spring it had to be covered with pine plank, as a 
temporary expedient to prevent accidents. The string 
timbers, as well as the floor planks, need to be renewed. 
The roadway of the street, from the creek to the north 
line of the Park, needs also resurfacing with gravel. 

A new picket fence, three hundred and fifty feet in 
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length, has been built on the park line across the creek 
bottom, below the waste weir of the dam. Two hun- 
dred feet of this bottom has at all times a depth of 
from two to ten feet of water, and the sedgy margin on 
each side is subject to overflow by back water during 
westerly gales. The part of the fence over the per- 
manent channel, is supported by twenty-three piles, 
each 12 to i6 inches in diameter, and 20 to 25 feet in 
length. Without a fence across this section it was im- 
possible to keep the water-fowl within the Park limits, 
or from beipg shot or stolen whenever they strayed far 
down the creek. 

At the time the boundary fence of the Park was 
built, this part was left open, because, as the channel 
of the creek was navigable to this point, it was hoped 
and expected that a water route to the Park from the 
lower end of the city would be established by way of 
the Erie canal and the creek. It has not, however, 
been done and meantime the creek channel has been 
so blocked by trestle work and timber rafts that it is 
now not likely that popular water communication be- 
tween the lower wards of the city and the park will 
ever be established. 

On Bidwell place the work of enlarging the grass 
borders and reducing the width of carriage way, begun 
the previous year, was completed. About 1,000 cubic 
yards of filling were required, nearly half of which was 
loam for the surface covering. The new borders were 
well manured and seeded to grass. The north angle of 
this place was about two feet higher than the grade of 
Richmond avenue at its junction with the Place, as 
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recently established by the City Engineer. This sec- 
tion was accordingly lowered to the new grade, and the 
roadway stoned and graveled. 

The roadway of Richmond avenue from Bidwell place 
to Forest avenue, near the entrance to the Asylum 
grounds, was stoned and graveled the previous year 
for a width of i8 feet in the centre, at the sole 
expense of the abutting property owners. That end 
of this avenue is now in good condition for travel 
at all seasons, but the part of it under the charge of 
your Board, 6,300 feet in length, from Bidwell place 
to North-street Circle, is only a "dirt road," and 
in very wet weather it is often nearly impassable. 
A permanent macadam roadway is much needed, as 
there is a large amount of traffic on this avenue. All 
the other approaches of the Park are in fair condition 
at all seasons; but it sometimes happens that it cannot 
be reached with any comfort, owing to the bad con- 
dition of this important link in the system. 

The newly-constructed Bird avenue sfcwer crosses 
Soldiers* and Chapin places, and the drainage of the 
Park approaches sloping in that direction is now dis- 
charged into it. 

Plank sidewalks are much needed on the westerly 
side of Richmond avenue, from Bidwell place to Utica 
street, and on Fillmore avenue, between William and 
Seneca streets. The amount of foot travel on these 
sections has worn off the grass, and in wet weather the 
pathways are very soft and slippery. 

At the Front no work was done except what was 
necessary to the usual maintenance of the grounds. 

(85) 
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Though the number of daily visitors to this Park is much 
larger than to either of the other two, it has yet no 
building of any kind, either for the accommodation of 
visitors, or for the storage of the tools and implements 
required in the work. On fine days in mid-summer 
about 5,000 persons enter the Front, more than half of 
whom are on foot. On such occasions the few benches 
provided do not accommodate one-tenth of those who 
may wish to sit down, so, of necessity, most of them 
squat or recline on the grass, chiefly along the crest of 
the bluff overlooking thp lake and the river. As the 
plantations of this Park are all of only a few years' 
growth, there is no shade in any part of the grounds. 
Some house, with at least the simplest accommodations 
for resting awhile in the shade, is much needed by the 
visitors on foot. A shed, or small enclosure of some 
kind for the sprinkling wagon, mowing machine, and 
other implements, is also needed. 

The adjacent Prospect Place Parks are also largely 
frequented in mid-summer, especially by women and 
young children. Here there is ample shade, but more 
benches are necessary, and also a water-closet, and one 
or more drinking fountains. At night the shade in 
these small open squares is so deep, that disorderly 
characters find them a favorable resort. To prevent 
this practice, and protect the public passing through 
the Places in the evening, they ought to be well lighted 
with gas lamps. 

As there was no severe drought the past season the 
general appearance of the grass was fresh and pleasing 
to the eye at all times. Yet the condition of the turf 
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in the larger open spaces is far from satisfactory on 
closer inspection. Some of the worst parts have been 
top-dressed with stock-yard manure. Two hundred 
loads were spread on the westerly half of the drill 
ground of the Parade, and seven hundred loads on the 
most sterile and exposed knolls of the Park. But large 
areas yet remain much in need of manuring, owing to 
the original sterility of the soil, or the exhaustion of its 
fertility by frequent mowing each season for several, 
successive years. 

Frequent mowing gives a finer and thicker sward 
than if the grass is cut as often only as it becomes long 
enough to cure for hay. A good sward of grass, how- 
ever, cannot be permanently maintained by mowing, 
however often, without giving to the soil more water 
than is supplied by the average summer and autumn 
rain-falls of this locality. Small private lawns may be 
maintained in a fair condition for an indefinite period 
by a liberal supply of water from sprinklers fed by the 
pressure of the city reservoir. But such a method on 
several hundred acres would involve a wasteful expense, 
both for labor and water. 

The most economic method of maintaining a short 
and thick sward in all the open greens and meadows of 
the Parks is to pasture them. For this purpose sheep 
are admirably adapted; and, moreover, their presence 
gives a natural animation to the scene, and an additional 
interest to visitors. If properly herded, they would do 
no material damage to adjoining shrubberies, or to the 
young trees within their range. Their droppings would 
largely maintain the fertility of the soil. The natural 
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increase of the flock, together with the annual clip of 
wool, would, under any fair management, at least pay 
all expenses, including their keeping through the winter 
months. 

In the first and last quarters of the year only three 
men were regularly employed. During the other half, 
on an average, thirty-two men and eight teams were 
employed daily, exclusive of the work on the fence, the 
bridge floor, and the addition to the Parade House, 
which was done by contract. 

Respectfully submitted, 

WILLIAM MCMILLAN, 

Superintendent. 



ABSTRACT OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES. 

IMPROVEMENT FUND. 

Receipts. 

Balance in Treasury, Dec. 31, 1880.. $18.40 

Balance in hands of Secretary and 

Treasurer ... $42.43 

Received for rents i j373-32 

Sales of ducks and eggs 47.1 1 

Sales of paving stones 7.50 

Miscellaneous receipts 27.88 

$1,498.24 
Less amount in hands of Secretary 

and Treasurer 98.24 1,400.00 

Total $1,418.40 

Disbursements. 

For construction $219.40 

Balance in Treasury, Dec. 31, 1880.. $1,199.00 



MAINTENANCE FUND. 

Receipts. 
Appropriated by Common Council . . $22,000.00 

Disbursements. 

For teams $4,050.07 

For labor 6,811.39 
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For salaries 3,000.00 

For roof at Parade House 2,000.00 

For gravel 53o-5o 

For fertilizers 789.90 

For trees, plants and shrubs 714.32 

For keeping and care of animals. . . . 250.55 

For tools and implements 906.15 

For park settees 300.00 

For insurance ' 197.00 

For local taxes. 781.59 

For repairs of structures 1,285.84 

For gas and lamps 99-i5 

For printing and advertising 3^ -^3 

For office expenses 83.71 

For miscellaneous 123 88 $21,955.88 

Balance $44-i2 



Areas of the Parks and Public Places. 

Acres. Acres. Acres. Acres. 

" Gala Water," 46}^ 

" The Meadow," including part of 

Deer Paddock 150 

"Water Park," all west of Dela- 
ware avenue 121 

" Meadow Park," all east of Dela- 
ware avenue 234 

The Park, including Agassiz Place 355 
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Acres, Acres. Aeres. Acres. 

The Parade 56 

The Front, including " The Bank," 33 

Prospect Place 7^ 

The Circle 4^ 

Bidwell Place 5 J^ 

Chapin Place 5 

Soldiers' Place . . ; 8 J^ 31 

Parks and Places in charge of Park 

Commission 475 

Niagara Square 5 

Lafayette Park. ^ 

Day's Park « 1 1^ 

Johnson Place Park i 

Public Places in charge of Common 

Council 8 

Fort Porter, adjoining The Front. ^ 17 



Total 500 

Park Approaches in charge of Park 

Commission 1 20 



THE BUFFALO PARK SYSTEM. 



The map herewith printed is mainly copied, on a 
scale two-thirds smaller, from a map now in the Park 
Commissioners* office, which was made by Mr. Fred 
Law Olmsted in the spring of 1876. This n^ap was 
designed to exhibit the admirable features of the gen- 
eral plan of Buffalo, the relative location and special 
design of each of the three new Parks and of the Park 
approaches, their relation to the older trunk thorough- 
fares, and the convenient routes of inter-communication 
which is thus afforded to the several Parks from the 
business centre of the city. 

After having been exhibited at Philadelphia in 1876, 
and at Paris in 1878, this map was donated by Mr. 
Olmsted to the City of Buffalo. 

The following short history of the Park scheme taken 
chiefly from an explanatory statement inscribed on the 
borders of the map, may still be of interest to our 
citizens. 

LATE ADDITIONS TO THE PLAN OF BUFFALO. 

The Village of New Amsterdam, out of which has 
grown the City of Buffalo, was laid out in the fourth 
year of this century under a commission given by its 
thrifty founders to a discreet expert — Joseph EUicott. 
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Although during the sixty years that followed, the 
traffic and social habits of the people have been affected 
by such new things as the Erie Canal, steam, craft on 
the lakes, railroads on the land and horse-car tracks on 
crowded streets, no widening of any street and no de- 
parture in any respect from the general theories of 
Ellicott's design was called for. At the end of that 
period no equal number of People were to be found in 
any American town so healthfully housed, and having 
the • use of so convenient arrangements of inter-com- 
munication. 

The main features of the plan may be traced in the 
lower part of the adjoining map, in a radical system of 
broadways, combined with a number of distinct rect- 
angular systems, each well fitted to the local topogra- 
phy, on which it was laid. The streets of the rect- 
angular system are generally 66 feet wide, and the 
radial avenues 99 feet in width; but, in building dwelling 
houses, the custom was early established, and during 
the period stated had been almost universally main- 
tained, of setting them at least ten feet back from the 
street line and each surrounded by a clear space of 
private grounds. 

The city had thus been so built as to secure within 
itself much of the sanitary advantages of a suburb. In 
the closest built wards the rate of population to the 
acre was not one-tenth as much as in the densest wards 
of New York. 

It had not, however, been fortunate in its environs. 
The surface of the land immediately to the southward 
was either actually subject to overflow or too near per- 
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tnanent ground water to be a fit site for dwellings; 

' while elsewhere a cold, tenacious soil and bleak expos- 
ure had led to a prevalence of cheerless landscape con- 
ditions. The only impressive feature of natural scenery 
which the city had originally enjoyed in the view over 
Lake Erie and the Niagara River had, in the progress 
of building, come to be shut of sight from all ground 
on which its people had common rights. The natural 
water courses of the vicinity had begun to be polluted, 
and those localities which originally possessed the 
greatest sylvan attractions had in several instances been 
so occupied, as not only to have lost their charms, but 
to have become unhealthy and offensive. It came 
about, finally, that, while the city remained notable for 
public and private wealth, its poverty of rural recreation 
was deplorable. In no other town of equal population 
was so little pleasure to be had in a ride or a walk to 
the outskirts. 

A few years later, direct railroad communication with 
the coal and oil regions of. Pennsylvania promised a 
further development of the manufactures and commerce 
of the city, and a prolonged continuance of its growth 
in population. There was every prospect that the de- 
mand for habitations thus occurring would be met in 
two ways, both equally undesirable: firsts by the intro- 
duction of tenement-houses, and a more compact 
method of building on the streets of the existing plan; 

. second^ by a series of outlying settlements of small lots 
on narrow streets, laid out independently of one 
another, and of the city proper, as the supposed imme- 
diate interests of various land speculators or manufac- 
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turers might dictate, and with little or no regard to the 
health and convenience of the public. 

Within a recent period several serious mistakes of 
this character were made, and the tendency to crowd 
the dwellings more closely together on smaller lots was 
becoming quite evident. The evils resulting from 
dense settlement on narrow and awkwardly located 
streets were thus threatening the community in spite 
of the example and suggestions of the original plan. 

The defects and dangers of the city which have thus 
been indicated were in some degree realized by a small 
body of citizens, who first met together to discuss the 
subject in 1868. An agitation was begun by them, 
which led, in 1870, to a number of undertakings de- 
signed to support its original plan by a series of new 
features. These it was hoped would add much directly 
to the essential wealth and comfort of a residence in 
the city, and indirectly, by their influence on private 
and other public enterprises, would tend to counteract 
the dangers apprehended. This hope was fully justified 
by the fact that within a few years afterwards several 
important streets in tHe, as yet, sparsely settled sections 
were widened from 66 to 100 feet by the voluntary 
action of the abutting property owners. 

The map shows how these several undertakings com- 
bine in one general design for improving the plan of 
the city. The grounds embraced in these late additions 
to the plan, and now under the control of the Park 
Commission, are colored green. Other public grounds, 
and the streets which most conveniently combine with 
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the new Park approaches to form a general system, are 
distinguished by a purple tint. 

The special character and distinctive features of these 
different public grounds may be thus summarized: 

1st. The Front, one and one-half miles northerly 
from the City Hall, a ground in which the use is secured 
forever to the public of the crest of a steep bluff, from 
50 to 60 feet above the level of Lake Erie, which com- 
mands a broad prospect over the lake, and an interest-, 
ing view of the Niagara River and the Canadian Fron- 
tier. In the summer and autumn months it is fanned 
by a cool westerly breeze, almost constantly blowing 
from the lake, which, in warm days, is grateful and re- 
freshing to visitors and healthful to invalids. Its area 
is about 50 acres, including the adjoining military post, 
which is also open to the public. 

2d. The Parade, two and one-half miles easterly 
from the City Hall, a smooth gently-sloping lawn de- 
signed for military drills, parades, attractive out-door 
sports, and popular festivities. At the easterly end, a 
small natural grove and a commodious refectory afford 
ample opportunity for shade, rest and refreshment. 
Area, 56 acres. 

3d. The Park, 2>% miles north of the City Hall, a 
ground designed to be resorted to solely for quiet rural 
enjoyment. The more notable features are, a grand 
sweep of undulating turf, one hundred and fifty acres 
in extent, and containing a goodly number of large, 
well-grown trees, a body of water of forty-six acres, an 
open grove suited to picnics, and closer woods offering 
wilder and more secluded rambles. Area, 350 acres. 
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4th. Eight public squares or places, averaging five 
acres each. 

5th. The Park approaches, consisting of four Park- 
ways, each 200 feet in width, and aggregating 3 miles 
in length, and three avenues, 100 feet wide and 4 miles 
in length. By these, each of the above-mentioned 
grounds is connected with all of the others, .and with 
the principal radial avenues of the original plan. 

6th. The Parkside, a detached suburb adjoining the 
Park on the north and on the east, designed by private 
enterprise, so as to secure to it a permanent sylvan 
character distinct from the formal rectangular streets 
of the city proper. 

7th. The State Asylum Grounds — 200 acres — and 
Forest Lawn Cemetery — 230 acres — adjoining the Park, 
respectively, on the west and south, and constituting 
with the Park and "Parkside," a district nearly three 
square miles in area, extensively planted, and guarded 
against any approach to dense building. 

It will be seen by a glance at the map that by way 
of Delaware Avenue, one of the old radial broadways, 
the Park is approached in almost a direct line from the 
centre of the old town. This avenue is lined through- 
out its entire length with villas and villa-gardens, and 
is well shaded with trees. Two other wide avenues of 
the original radial system— Sixth street and Br.oadway — 
need only to be properly planted to answer in like man- 
ner as commodious and fitting approaches to the Front 
and to the Parade. Each of the Parks, it may be 
noticed, is accessible by street railway, from the central 
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and distant portions of the city, and steam roads also 
pass in close proximity to each. 

The area of all the land now held for public grounds, 
including the Park approaches, is 600 acres. The sum 
paid for the land especially acquired for the purpose 
indicated, was, in round numbers, $375,000, and the 
cost of construction of Park improvements thereon, ujS 
to 1 88 1, was $875,000. In the management of the 
work no private speculative interests have interfered, 
and it is believed to have been conducted with a degree 
of economy that will compare favorably with any re- 
spectable private enterprise. 

All the lands acquired have been worked over and 
graded to conform to the requirements of the design 
adopted for the improvement of the grounds. The 
soil has been loosened, deepened and enriched, a good 
turf has been established on the open stretches of 
greensward, and about 75,000 trees and shrubs, embrac- 
ing 400 different varieties, have been set out in the 
plantations. The grounds are yet deficient in mass of 
foliage and depth of shade, but the growth of all the 
trees and shrubs has so far advanced as to indicate 
quite clearly the general purpose and ultimate character 
of the plantations. 

All the grounds have also been provided with ample 
surface and sub-drainage, and the sewerage and water- 
supply systems of the city have been extended to every 
portion. Sewerage has been diverted from the stream 
which passes through the Park, a broad, sledgy swamp 
on its margin within the Park limits has beeft ex- 
cavated, and a fine body of water in a natural basin has 
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thus been obtained. In addition to its value as a land- 
scape feature, this ornamental sheet of water affords a 
convenient means for safe indulgence in the popular 
pastime of sailing or rowing in the boats with which it 
is provided. 

The drives shown in the plan of each park have been 
constructed with a permanent macadam roadway, and 
the mor^e important walks have a stone sub-structure 
and gravel surface. About five miles of carriage way, 
and the same length of foot path have been thus com- 
pleted. In addition to the drives within the Parks, the 
length of roadway provided in the Parkways and Ave- 
nues and the minor Places in charge of the Park Com- 
mission is about twelve miles. In combination with 
the leading avenues of the radial system with which 
these boulevards connect, the line of carriage travel to 
any of the Parks from any part of the city, is unrivaled 
for directness of route, ease of travel and breadth of 
way; 

Whether used for pleasure travel, or for general 
traffic, the fortunate location and liberal width of the 
trunk thoroughfares of the older portion of the city, 
most happily exemplify the wise forethought of Mr. 
Ellicott. The Parkways provide equally liberal accom- 
modation for travel through the newer sections, and 
simply supplement the original plan in fit accordance 
with the general design. 
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To the Honorable COMMON COUNCIL of the City of 
Buffalo : 

The Park Commissioners respectfully submit to your 
honorable body their twelfth annual report. 

The balance in the city treasury to the credit of the 
Improvement Fund on the first of January, 1881, was 
$1,199, the receipts during the past year were $1,793.- 
41, making a total of $2,992.41. The expenditures 
were $2,855.44, leaving a balance on hand of $136.97. 

The amount appropriated for maintenance in the 
year 1881 was $30,500, and the expenditures $30,424.- 
yj, leaving a balance of $75.23. 

A statement in detail of all receipts and expenditures 
accompanies this report. 

The Superintendent's report, hereto annexed, will 
furnish you full information in regard to the present 
condition of the Parks and the details of the work done 
during the year. The most important improvements 
that have been made are the construction of the 
shelter-house in the picnic grounds and the barn at the 
Farmstead. 

The shelter-house supplies a want which has long 
been felt by the public and the need of which has 



been urged by this Board in previous reports. We 
must still regret that the adjoining grove is so small 
that the grass is being rapidly destroyed by the num- 
bers concentrated on such a limited space. In a few 
years there will be little greensward left, and the value 
of the grove to the public will be much diminished. 
^ The need of enlarging it, by the purchase of the ad- 
joining wood, is still as patent to us as ever. 

The barn at the Farmstead has been built solely 
with the moneys received from rents and minor sales 
of property. It is of considerable size and harmonizes 
in general style of construction with the Farmstead 
buildings previously erected. The barn will give 
storage room for hay and stable room for a good flock 
of sheep, which we hope to keep hereafter, of sufficient 
number to graze the large meadow. With any fair 
management it is believed that the sheep will at least 
pay all expenses of herding and feeding, and they may 
be a source of some revenue. Besides this, their 
presence on the broad lawn will be an additional attrac- 
tion to Park visitors, and will give a natural animation 
to the quiet pastoral character of this portion of the 
Park. 

At the Parade, in addition to the usual maintenance 
work, the house and adjacent buildings were repainted 
and the entire drive was repaired by a heavy dressing 
of fresh gravel. We invite your attention to the need 
for better roadways on the streets bounding the Parade, 
so that there may be less damage done to the grounds 
by miscellaneous traffic and trespass. 

At the Front no new work has been done. In our 



last annual report, in alluding to the privileges granted 
to the public by the commanding officer of Fort Porter, 
in admitting them to the free use of the grounds, we 
specially mentioned the unsafe condition of the narrow, 
temporary roadway along the top of the steep bluff, 
which is skirted at its base by the tracks of the New 
York Central Railroad. With a view to remedy this 
evil, in part, a plan is under consideration between this 
Board and the military authorities, whereby it is hoped 
a much better and safer roadway can be formed along 
this bluff and a new entrance be opened at the north 
angle of the grounds. 

The chief obstacle to this arrangement has been the 
small graveyard of the post, which now occupies this 
angle. With the view to the removal of the bodies 
now buried in this plot, this Board has granted permis- 
sion to the Colonel in command to rcinter these bodies 
in a vacant part of a lot in Forest Lawn Cemetery 
which this Board bought for the interment of the re- 
mains exhumed during the progress of the improve- 
ments made on **The Circle,'' at the junction of Porter 
and Richmond avenues, which is on the site of the old 
Black Rock Cemetery. Under this arrangement we 
understand it is the intention of the commandant of 
the post to remove thither, early in the ensuing spring, 
all the bodies now lying in the burial-ground of the 
fort. 

The assent of the government to the opening of the 
new gateway and drive on the line above mentioned 
can then be obtained and its construction be proceeded 
with under the provisions of the act relating to Fort 
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iPorter, passed May 27, chapter 405, of the laws of 1881, 
if your honorable body grant an appropriation sufficient 
for this purpose. In addition to this improvement, be- 
fore the public can fully avail themselves of the advan- 
tage of this route, a large gully must be filled up on 
the line of Sixth street, near its junction with Massa- 
chusetts street. This deep gully lies beyond the line 
of the small circle at the foot of Massachusetts street, 
called " The Bank," which is under the control of this 
Board; but no private interests intervene, as the abut- 
ting property is all owned by the city for the use of the 
Board of Water Commissioners. 

The boulevards connecting the Parks with each other 
and with the leading avenues of the city, are becoming 
important routes of travel. In the vicinity of Porter 
and Richmond avenues the city is now being rapidly 
built up, and the adjacent property has largely in- 
creased in value within a year or two. Porter avenue 
has had a permanent macadam roadway for several 
years, but Richmond avenue is only a ''dirt road," and 
in consequence its condition in wet weather is most de- 
plorable. It should be permanently macadamized at an 
early day. This Board has no money available for this 
purpose, and it can be obtained only by a special ap- 
propriation by the Common Council, or by additional 
legislation authorizing a local assessment for this pur- 
pose on the abutting property owners, or in part by 
each method. 

We commend to your honorable body a careful con- 
sideration of the best means to be adopted in the future 
for the permanent improvement of all the Park ap- 



proaches. It is not in accordance with the intent of 
the Park Act that the cost of such improvements should 
be defrayed by a general tax on the whole city. Though 
nearly all the Park improvements heretofore made have 
been paid for with money obtained by the issue of city 
bonds, yet the law provides that ** one-half of all the 
sums of money which shall be levied for the purpose of 
paying the principal and interest of these bonds," 
** shall be assessed, apportioned, levied and collected 
exclusively upon the lands lying in the vicinity of, and 
which are directly benefited by said improvements.** 

While the improvements made by this Board were 
chiefly confined to the several Parks, it was perhaps 
difficult to decide how far from the boundary lines of 
the Parks the '' direct benefits " of such improvements 
extended. But when any improvement now made, or 
hereafter to be made, is confined exclusively to the 
avenues and parkways in charge of the Park Board, we 
think there can be no doubt that the abutting lands are 
the property which should be assessed for one-half the 
cost in accordance with the provisions of the Park Act. 

As, however, there is no authority to borrow money 
further for future necessary improvements of this 
character (and we think it would not be advisable to 
do so if there were authority for it), it seems to us de- 
sirable that legislation should be procured, whereby, in 
all future work of this kind, the Common Council shall 
be authorized to raisQ by general tax whatever propor- 
tion of the whole cost such a law may direct that the 
city shall pay, and to levy the balance on the property 
fronting on said improvements. 

(38) 
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Such an Act should also define clearly the relative 
authority of the Park Board and the Common Council 
over the location 'and construction of all sewers and 
water and gas pipes laid or to be laid in any part of the 
Park approaches; and provide that the construction 
and repair and care of sidewalks should be solely at the 
expense of the abutting property owners, and subject 
to the order and supervision of the Park Board. 

Respectfully submitted, 

SHERMAN S. JEWETT, 

President, 
GROVER CLEVELAND, 
EDWARD BENNETT, 
CYRUS CLARKE, 
HIRAM EXSTEIN, 
F. AUGUSTUS GEORGER, 
BRITAIN HOLMES, 
JOHN G. LANGNER, 
MICHAEL NELLANY, 
JAMES R. SMITH, 
MICHAEL MESMER, 
GEORGE URBAN, 
THOMAS F. ROCHESTER, 
ABRAHAM ALTMAN, 
GEORGE W. CLINTON, 
BRONSON C. RUMSEY. 

Buffalo, Jan. i6, i8^. 
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Park Farmstead, January 2, 1882. 
To the Board of Park Commissioners : 

Gentlemen: — I respectfully present the following re- 
port of the work done in the parks in the year 1881, 
and the general condition of the grounds and roads: 

While the ordinary maintenance operations have 
been the principal work of the year, there have been 
several new improvements made, of which the most 
important are the shelter house at the picnic grove, the 
sheep barn at the Farmstead, the picket fence on the 
new boundary line between the Park and Forest Lawn 
Cemetery, and the placing of twenty-two gas lamps in 
the two Prospect Place parks. 

The erection of the new shelter house was begun in 
May, and opened to the public in the first week of 
August. It is located in the picnic grove, on the south 
boundary line of the Park, about 175 feet east of Lin- 
coln parkway. The structure is one story high, sixty- 
two feet long by forty feet wide, including a veranda 
ten feet in width along the front and at each end. It 
contains separate waiting-rooms, toilet-rooms, and 
water-closets for each sex, a store-room for cloaks and 
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lunch-baskets, and a pantry and counter for the sale of 
light refreshments. A branch water-pipe was laid to it 
from the main in Lincoln parkway, and a public drink- 
ing hydrant has been placed near the west end of the 
building. All the sewage of the house is conveyed to 
the main sewer in Lincoln parkway, which discharges 
it into the creek below the dam. 

This structure, from its proximity to the beech grove 
and to the terminus of the park branch of the street 
railroad, has proved a great convenience to the public, 
and supplies a want which has long been felt. From 
the day it was opened until the close of the season 
visitors gladly availed themselves of the accommoda- 
tions which it afforded. 

The number using the grove last season was fully as 
large as in former years. From the middle of July 
until the middle of September a series of weekly con- 
certs was given by the 65th Regiment Band. On such 
occasions there was more than treble the average num- 
ber of visitors. 

The horse-cars did not resume their service on the 
Park branch of the Main-street road until the middle 
of June, because the portion of the track torn up in the 
construction of the Bird-avenue sewer had not until 
then been replaced. But they were run later than in 
former years, having been continued regularly through 
September, and on Sundays until near the end of 
October. 

The number of persons using the boats on the lake 
each season steadily increases. The lessee of the boat- 
house had fifty-five boats in use last summer, and yet 



13 

on several occasions this did not fully meet the de- 
mand. During the long summer drouth the water sup- 
ply was sufficient to provide a slight but steady over- 
flow at the waste wier, but the water was very impure 
and unwholesome. The drainage of a large portion of 
the Bird-avenue sewer district was still discharging into 
the creek, as few receivers had been placed on the line 
of the sewer. A steady stream of sewage was dis- 
charged near the Jefferson-street bridge, and near the 
same place it also received all the sewage from the 
Hospital of the Sisters of Charity. During the long 
drouth this filthy sewage was the only flow in the creek, 
and in consequence the Park lake was quite greenish in 
color and an offensive scum accumulated in sheltered 
nooks on the shore line. 

In the spring the eastern shore of the lake, where it 
had become worn down by the constant chafing of the 
water, was protected by a good coating of stone chips. 
One hundred and seventy loads of quarry chips were 
used for this purpose. In the autumn that portion of 
the Park on the north bank of the lake and also that 
part of the south bank west of the grove, were top- 
dressed with about 600 loads of cow manure. 

A picket fence, six feet high and 2,238 feet long, was 
built at the joint expense of the Park Commissioners 
and the Trustees of the Forest Lawn Cemetery on the 
new boundary line between the Park and the Cemetery, 
east of Delaware avenue. By this change of boundary 
a mutual exchange of land equal to about one acre was 
made by each party. The new portion thus received 
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from the cemetery has been thoroughly worked over, 
graded, manured and sown with grass seed. 

In autumn a barn eighty feet long and fifty feet wide 
was built at the Farmstead. It is intended to provide 
stable room for cattle and sheep, and storage room for 
their winter provender. The large meadow can here- 
after be pastured instead of frequently mown each 
season as heretofore. A better turf and more perman- 
ent fertility of the soil can thus be secured, while a 
large flock of sheep grazing on the broad lawn will add 
much to the pastoral aspect, and natural, rural charac- 
ter of this important section of the Park. 

In June, the Parade House and adjacent sheds were 
repainted, with the exception of the large veranda in 
the rear of the house, which was built the previous 
summer. Most of the interior of the house was at the 
same time repainted, varnished or kalsomined. During 
the season the house was used by the public to about 
the same extent as in former years. The accommoda- 
tion provided in the house and adjacent grounds is on 
a very liberal scale, but on occasional holidays it is fully 
occupied. I believe the general management of the 
lessee has at all times given entire satisfaction. 

In October all of the Parade-drive, except the broad 
concourse in front of the house, was resurfaced with 
gravel to an average depth of three inches. The 
Parade-drive is subject to much general traffic which 
passes over it contrary to the Park ordinances, and 
hence in a great measure the necessity for the recent 
extensive repair. There is little or no police super- 
vision to check trespasses of this nature,- and as the 
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adjoining parallel streets are often in very bad condi- 
tion, the temptation to turn onto the Parade-drive is 
very great. 

The carriageway of Fillmore avenue in not in good 
condition, especially south of William street, where it is 
subject to much heavy traffic. The present temporary 
roadway of stone chips and gravel is only about 25 feet 
wide, by les3 than a foot in depth. Bad ruts are being 
formed in some places, and during the recent wet 
weather it has been all quite muddy. A macadam 
pavement, even if of full width and depth, is not suita- 
ble to the character of traffic which passes over this 
avenue. 

In June, about 4,500 lineal feet of plank sidewalk, 
four feet wide, was laid between William and Seneca 
streets, .\long the whole length of this avenue the 
grass margins of each sidewalk are in an unsightly con- 
dition. It seems to be impossible, under present con- 
ditions in this quarter of the city, to produce or main- 
tain a good turf on the sidewalk borders. Cattle, 
horses, goats or pigs are continually roaming at large 
on some portions of the avenue, and in addition large 
droves of animals from the stock-yards are almost daily 
driven through it. Moreover, the sidewalk margins 
are frequently used as if they were the roadway, when- 
ever it suits the whim or convenience of the drivers of 
vehicles to do so. On that portion between Genesee 
and Best streets, at the chief entrance to the Parade, 
every blade of grass once growing on the sidewalk 
margins has been trodden out by the pupils of Public 
School No. 24. There are two school buildings, one 
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on each side of the street. Neither has any inclosed 
yard, and in consequence the park approach between 

the schools is the daily playground for nearly 400 

< 

children. 

On this avenue, too, the damage continually occurr- 
ing to the young shade trees is of a more serious char- 
acter than anything that can happen to the turf. Each 
year since they were planted, from ten to twenty trees 
have been entirely destroyed by one casualty or 
another. The bark is gnawed off by horses in vehicles 
being hitched to them, and by stray horses or goats 
running at large. Mischievous boys strip off the inner 
bark of the elm for chewing gum, break off the branches, 
or even wantonly cut down the young trees to the 
ground. And, worst of all, I regret to add, that I have 
seen very little evidence, among the residents or prop- 
erty owners on the avenue, of any public spirit, private 
taste, or personal regards for these improvements, suf- 
ficient to afford me any aid in preventing the continu- 
ance of such careless mishaps and wanton destruction. 

On Richmond avenue the grass margins are likewise 
subject to considerable damage by similar trespasses, 
and the shade trees to damage by cattle and horses. 
The roadway of this avenue has no stone or gravel, and 
in wet weather it at once becomes quite soft and 
muddy. During the last three months it has not for a 
single day been in a fit condition for pleasure travel, 
and for half that time it has been nearly impassible for 
traffic of any kind. Practically there has been no ac- 
cess to the Park by this route for the last two months; 
and, as portions of Delaware avenue were in a condi- 
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tion but little better, the Park has virtually been inac- 
cessible from this portion of the city. A permanent 
pavement on Richmond avenue is urgently needed. 
North of Utica street about 4,500 feet of plank side- 
walk, four feet wide, was laid in mid-summer. 

On the several parkways and minor places little work 
was done beyond what was necessary to the ordinary 
maintenance of the grounds and roads. On Humboldt 
parkway the intersections of Steele street and of Dela- 
van avenue were thoroughly repaired to withstand the 
heavy travel of stone wagons crossing from the adjacent 
quarries. Portions of Humboldt parkway where the 
soil is thin were top-dressed with 375 loads of good 
loam. 

The macadam roadway of Porter avenue remains in 
good order notwithstanding it has to bear a large 
amount of heavy traffic, especially from the stone-yards 
and asphalt works on the canal bank, and sand from 
the. lake beach near the lower end of this avenue. Some 
portions of it received a light gravel dressing, but it has 
had no general repair during the year. 

At the Front the work done has been simply the 
usual maintenance of the grounds. The drive from 
Sixth street to the Terrace was resurfaced with about 
two and one-half inches of gravel. Within the grounds 
of Fort Porter the carriageway along the top of the 
bluff is still in the same unsafe condition as stated in 
last year s report. 

In the two Prospect Place parks about 2,500 lineal 
feet of gas pipe were laid in October and eleven gas- 
lamps were placed in each park. These are now lighted 
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nightly and are a great convenience to the public passing 
through these grounds in the evenings. The gas mains 
in each park, in all about i,ooo feet in length, were laid 
at the expense of the Buffalo Gas Light Company, and 
of course remain their property. The total length of 
the several branch service pipes to the lamps is 1,538 
feet. One or two drinking hydrants and a water closet 
are needed in these parks. 

In the first three months of the year, and again in 
December, only three men were regularly employed, 
exclusive of contract work. The daily average of the 
force during the rest of the year was in April 23, May 
57, June 58, July 40, August 25, September 20, October 
20, November 8. ' 

The year just closed has been a trying one for vege- 
tation of any kind, and especially severe on such kinds 
of trees and shrubs as are natives of a milder and 
moister climate. A comparison of the records of the 
rainfall and mean temperature of the year with authen- 
tic records of the last twenty-three years, shows that 
last winter was the coldest, the first nine months 
of the year were the driest, and the' summer the 
hottest during the above-mentioned period. The 
mean temperature of the winter of 1880-81, from Nov- 
ember to April inclusive, was only 28 degrees. The 
unusual severity of the winter caused more or less 
damage to several species of trees and shrubs, and 
some were killed. In most cases however, the damage 
was confined to the young wood of the previous year's 
growth, which in consequence had to be cut out. The 
flower buds of several kinds having thus been destroyed 
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the general mass of blossom in the shrubberies in May 
and June was considerably diminished. 

The weather during the whole season ot active vege- 
tation was very unfavorable to the healthy growth of 
the younger trees and shrubs. The rainfall of the year 
until the end of September was under 17 inches, being 
ten inches less than the average for 23 years. In July, 
August and September it was only 3j^ inches, about 
one-third the average for these months. In September, 
when the soil had become completely parched, the 
mean temperature was ten degrees above the average 
for that month. To prevent serious damage to the 
younger plants during this protracted drouth they were 
repeatedly and heavily watered, but still there was 
more or less premature shedding of the foliage where 
the soil is thin. During the same period the turf every- 
where became quite dry and wilted in aspect, and the 
grass was killed outright in many places. 

Since the beginning of October, however, the rain- 
fall has been abundant, and the last two months of the 
year have been unusually wet and warm. Up to the last 
day of the year there had been very little snow or frost. 
The grass is still quite fresh and green, the shrubbery 
generally is in fair condition, and the foliage of several 
kinds of sub-evergreen shrubs is nearly as green and 
abundant as in midsummer. 

Respectfully submitted, 

WILLIAM MCMILLAN, 

Superintendent. 



FINANCIAL STATEMENT, 1881. 
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Abstract of Receipts and Expenditures. 

improvement fund. 

» 

Receipts, 

Balance in treasury, Dec. 31, 1880.. . $1,199.00 

Balance in hands of Secretary and 

Treasurer $98.24 ' 

Received for rents and sundry sales. i.,695.i7 

$1,793.41 
Less amount in hands of Secretary and 

Treasurer 93-4i 

$1,700.00 

$2,899.00 
Disbursements. 

For construction of barn $2,855.44 

Balance in treasury, Dec. 31, 1881 . . $43-5 6 



MAINTENANCE FUND. 

Receipts, 
Appropriated by Common Council . , $30,500.00 
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Disbursements. 

For labor (8,392.82 

For teams 5,279.10 

For salaries 3,000.00 

For tools and implements 1,484.14 

For repairs i,37i.97 

For sidewalks, boundary fences, etc. 2,731.84 

For manure and fertilizers 747.12 

For trees, plants and seeds 471.58 

For gravel . . : 504.80 

For local taxes 803.61 

For supply of water 500.00 

For shelter house in picnic grove. ... 3,313.29 

For lamp-posts, lamps, gas, etc 749-56 

For keeping and care of animals. . . . 333-77 

For insurance 255.00 

For printing, advertising and sta- 
tionery 314.30 

For office expenses 38.37 

For miscellaneous 233.50 



$30,424.77 
Balance to General Fund $75.23 



V 



